
James Baker and ‘'hoped both Arabs sod Israelis would agree to the 
Decessmy sacrifices and coacemn that wfll lead to a hut and durable 
peace. The language of Prime Minster (Yitzhak) Rabin is dearly different 
from that of predecessor.” Diplomatic so ur ces said a Feres v$it would 
pfooabty aim at' enfistmg the support of France, a key European 
Cmmoiaity (EQ member, in swragRgfc EC behind 1 mores towards 
Middle East. peace. .... . 
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Baker dismisses raports hel stop down 

CAIRO (AP) — U.S. Secretary of State James Baker fold reporters 
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bom the president of die United States, I wouldn't make book on it, be 
said at a news conference m Cairo, the latest leg of a Mideast tour aimed 
at reviving Arab-fsraeti peace talks. But Mr. Baker added that “there has 
been noo»sioa nude with respect to this.'’ Starring nest to President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, Baker said die peace process was at a 
critical stage and said fie expected to remain engaged in it for die days and 
weeks ahead. But wbeihasked by the Associated Press ft that extended to 
die months ahead, Mr. Baker shifted the subject. He abo refused to deny 
that he was considering stepping down to help Mr. Bash's campaign. 
“There has been no decsion made with respect to this,” Mr. Baker said. 
Told about published reports that he wiB qtni next month as secretary of 
state, be said: U I cannot answer for any una tlribnte d sources and qmXcs. 
Yon ought not to believe everything yon read in the newspapers. * 


price: Jordan 100 fib; Saadi Arabia 1J0 rfyate; UAE 1JS0 dtritaunsj 


dfi law on parties * I Baker sees ‘severe cut’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper p - . . w - ■■■ w 

SuSa-SS ,n settlement; Israel 

Thursday to discuss its Law (^om- * ■ 

SSchf met inly announces more curbs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
.. Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi has 
. called the Senate for a meeting on 
Tbhrsday to discuss its Law Com- 
mittee’s decision on tbe potnkal 
parties draft law. The co mm ittee, 
which met July 18, 20 and 21, 
decided to amend article 14, 16 
and-21 of the draft law which was 
approved by the Lower House 
recently. Following heated de^ 
bate, tbe committee decided to 
approve articles 14 and 16 as they 
were referred, from the House, 
but introduced amendments to 
article 21. 

' 1 t&n soon to return 
plpnes to Kuwait 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran will soon 
return to Kuwait six passenger 
planes flown by Iraqi pilots to 
Tehran for safety shortly after the 
Coif war began, the Islamic Re- 
public News Agency reported 
Wednesday. The news agency 
said tbe announcement came 
from Iran's embassy in Kuwait. 
The six Airbus planes have been 
parked in Iran since January 
1991. At first. Iran said it.would 
return the planes to Iraq' when 
the fighting stopped, but later 
discovered the aircraft belonged 
to Kuwait IRNA said Iranian 
and Kuwaiti officials “have since 
doemsed does to Iran for parking 
ami maintenance services to the 

* -JSwraiti planes but failed to reach 

' a agreement on tbe charges pay- 
able to Iran." Tbe initial Iranian 
request was once reported to be 
$87 million. Iran's embassy in 
Kuwait announced Wednesday 
dim despite disagreement on die 
charges, Tehran had decided to 
return tire Airbuses and continue . 
negotiations, the news agency 




Kuwait debates 


delays search law 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 1ms 
delayed die approval of a con- 
apversiai law giving police wide 
powers to search for illegal 
weapons as the debate on how to 
bait a wave of violent attacks in 
the oil-rich emirate goes on. The 
wave of attacks, which began 
earlier this year, has prompted 
the government to say security is 
its top priority. Kuwait 
announced earlier this week it 
had uncovered an Iraq-backed 
sabotage ring, but public figures 
and media commentators say the 
widespread ownership of illegal 
weapons lies behind the violence. 
A heated debate m the Kuwaiti 
National Council on .Tuesday 
showed no dear consensus on 
bow to tackle the issue. 

Pakistan, India put 
ties back on track 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
and India have set new dates for a 
series of high-level official talks 
derailed in May by a spy scandal, 
a government spokesman said on 
Wednesday. Top foreign m i nistr y 
officials' are due to meet m New 
Delhi for two days from Aug. 18. 
India, infuriated by the alleged 
abduction and torture of an Indi- 
an diplomat in Islamabad, scrap- 
ped talks scheduled for the first 
week of June and expelled two 
gakirtarii envoys for alleged - 
spying. Relations between the 
feuding neighbours were patched 
aver by Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nayvaz Sharif and India's Nara- 
sfriiha Rao in talks at the Rio de 
Janeiro Earth Sumuiit last 
mouth. - 

lean confers 
doctorate 
on Mandela 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran Wednes- 
day conferred an honorary docto- 
rate degree on Nelson Mandela, 
the first now-Iranian thus hon- 
oured by die Islamic Republic, 
Tehran Television reported. The 
broadcast said the degree recog- 
nised Mr. Mandela's struggle for j 
blacks in South Africa, and his i 
fight against racism. The political 
science degree, awarded by 
Tehran University, was die fust 
honorary degree to a non-Iranian 
since the 1979 Islamic revolution, 
the television reported. Also 
Wednesday, Mr. Mandela met 
Iran’s spiritual leader, 
Ayatollah Aii Khamenei, and 
said the Iranian revolution had 
‘'brought much hope for the up- 
rising of die people of South 
Africa against injustice. 4 ’ 


Combined ageacy dispatches 

U.S. SECRETARY OF State 
James Baker said on Wednesday 
he was satisfied Israel would 
make -a “severe and substantial 
redaction in settlement activity," 
in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Baker’s comments were 
accompamed by an announce- 
ment by the Israeli bousing minis- 
try of a freeze- on building starts 
throughout Israel and in the occu- . 
pied territories. 

“The homing ministe r has ordered 
to freeze construction in which con- 
tracts have already been signed and 
c o nstru ction has not yet begun,” a 
spokeswoman for Housing Minister 
Biuyamm Ben Eliezer said. She called 
the freeze an interim step. 

Earlier interan moves suspended 
the sigiHBg .of building contracts and 
new settlements approved by past 
g o v ernments but not yet established. 

The spokeswo man said the ministry 
still did not know exactly how many 
contracts would be affected by the 
latest move. A more detailed govern- 
ment programme is expected on 
Thursday. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who 
took office last week vowing to 
accelerate Mkkfle East peace talks, 
hopes to win Israel S10 ballon in U.S. ' 
loan guarantees denied the former 
hard&ne government when it refused 
Washmgton's demand to hah settle- 
ment. 

Mr. Baker told a news conference 


after talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak: 

“I am reaOy very satisfied with the 
philosophy and the orientation of this 
new government of Israel towards tbe 
question of settlements and I am 
satisfied that yon are going to see a 
severe and substantial reduction in 
settlement activity." 

He added: “All of the details are 
still to be worked oat, or let me put it 
tins way, all have not been worked 
out. Some have." 

Arabs and the United States regard 
the settlements as the biggest obstacle 
to progress in peace talks which began 
last October. 

Arabs have demanded a total 
freeze on all settlement activity but 
Mr. Baker's comments suggested 
Israel might be offering slightly less. 

An Israeli diplomat in Cairo, who 
had not yet been briefed on all points 
disenssed by Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Mubarak in private talks on Tuesday, 
said he thought it was unlikely a 
fr eez e would cover settlements in 
East Jerusalem. 

, Mr. Baker would not confirm re- 
ports that in return for a freeze, the 
United States would grant Mr. 
Rabin's government trillions of dollars 
in loan guarantees denied^ to its right- 

W 'hc n^tiw^utter was still under 
discussion and woakl be considered 
when Mr. Rabin met U.S. President 
George Bosh in August. 

Mr. Baker shuttled between Syria 
and Egypt Wednesday. 

He met Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farook Al Shaiaa, Dew to Cairo and 


saw President Mribarak, and returned 
to northern Syria later in the day for a 
postponed meeting with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Am. 

Mr. Baker was dae to meet Mr. 
Assad at bis borne village of Qardaha 
in the northern Syrian mountains. 
The Syrian pre si dent went there for 
tbe funeral of his mother, forcing the 
delay in tbe meeting. 

Syrian mafia Wednesday urged 
Washington to stand firm on with- 
holding the Joan guarantees sought by 
Israel. 

The official press said Mr. Rabin’s 
order limiting Jewish settlement was 
not enough. 

"Rabin's decision on settlements 
does not at aD mom luffing the' 
boflding of se ttlements. It is a mere 
manoeuvre to win world public opin- 
ion and get what be wants from 
American especially the bank guaran- 
tees,” said Al Baath. 

Tbe chief Palestinian negotiator in 
tbe peace talks, Haidar Abdul Shafi, 
told Renters in Amman; “We have 
warned against provi di n g Israel with 
the loan guarantees because this 
harms tbe peace process.” 

“As Palestinians we are determined 
to give the peace process a chance and 
the most important step is to stop iO 
settlement activities on the ground, 
not in the form of promises and half 
promises,” he said. 

Mr. Mubarak, giving the news con- 
ference jointly with Mr. Baker, was 
asked whether the action Mr. Rabin 


(Conti nu ed on page 5) 


Israel pledges halt to Peace Now 

settlement building, urges total 

Jordanian officials say f 1 reeze 

By Rana Sabbagh He said that he was going to do S©ttl©m©nt 

anything for the sake of peace as long 

as it does not touch on the security of TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli peace 

amman hM nmnM IsraeL This message was dear." activists edited Wednesday for a 

Washington it would halt aDsetde- The Jor d anian o fficial said Jordan total freeze on the construction of 
mentsin the occupied territories in “presod wo™ ab^^Mican Jewish settlements in the occn- 
exebange for bffions of dollars in P*** territories, saying it would 

U:S. loan guarantees, a senior Jorda- help the Nfiddte East peace pro- 

niao official said on Wednesday. of Jew* unmigranlsin ^ ^ faraeTs eco^: ^ 

^of eomse’we did express our The cafl by Peace Now, brad’s 
tiS^to^i^S&JSfrS cow*m and we saW we think we need largestpMfcjo^, Trane as the 
afl settlements," tbe official said of arguments (assur- new goyenment of prone ranns- 

Tuesday's meeting in Amman be- ““^roocwmng the termination^ ter Yitzhak Rabin has taken steps 
tween Mr. Bakers^ King Hussein. sett ’ en, ? nt "L the ocoqaed to temporarfly halt bmkfing in the 

The pledge would appear to in- occopied West Bankand Gaza 

dude wfaatfsrad refers to as "secur- of . Strip while it reviews contracts. 

“Thg movem ent bcBeves th at a 
suggestion, apparently from Israel, Wdfnn* tn construction and 
mtteenextronnd of talks convene land leveling « necessary for eco- 
mth fcraeTs Arab eSwee featlie Washington instead of Rome some notnic a nd politica l reasons," the 
1 1 c jimbmi nnn> nmm, time in August. group's statement said. 

“Onrporitionte^twe^ltosee He *■*! te issue would be discos- It said sttch a freeze would 
proof of that... that we need to see " 21 ! show Iwaers aspiration for peace 

that happening before we can beSeve a°d scarcity” in IsraeK-Arab 

h," = who requeued " , 

r ■ Americans do not mind either way TT* 5 group ertrmated thatlsrael 
hi^d and we do not mind but we have to a«ld save 500 milium shekels 

S^mmislJoTSk K, oJSfc cometoan agreement among ($208 ndlfion) if itstops constroc- 
irimffar promise of aSement omsehro (die Arabs). bon and pays off contractors 

freeze whenhemst Egyptian Prcsi- -JhSiSiKE*^ rather than completing booses m 
dent Htwoi Mubarak oa Tuesday. P ro 8 ress - 

Asked whether Mr. Rabin bad 2"S55. Peace Now's appeal came as 

a 1 .*” ‘g.gf ■*!■«■” «<* g°°P> lemciiKHit w8tcfa 

of peace talks, toe official said tins nMMOT . committee issued a report saying 

”5 Tfr’ Bakei ^ touring the region to 10,443 housing traits currently are ( 

revive the stalled peace talks, also under construction in the occu- 
said Mr. Rabin's new Labour-led pied territories. 

dSSSrtfa^tement foSfat^ne and the The figures indode 470 for 

point daring peace talks with Egypt a s ^ med rea dy to 54,26 3 -which foundations have been 

decade ago. - fresh dance for peace. ^ j f95g ^th framework 

Tbe official said Mr. Rabin “gave a • erected, 4,124 with p r dhninai y 

very dcar indication of bis intentions. (C ont inued oa page 5) internal work and 3,891 in final 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Renter 

AMMAN — brad has promised 
Washington it would bait aD setde- 
ments in the occupied territories in 
exchange for bffifrms of dollars in 
U.S. kan guarantees, a senior Jorda- 
nian official said on Wechiesday. 

“What was conveyed to us by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker is tint 
they (the Israelis) are willing to freeze 
afi settlements,’' tbe official said of 
Tuesday’s meeting in Amman be- 
tween Mr. Baker and King Hussein. 

The pledge would appear to in- 
dude what Israel refers to as "secur- 
ity settlements” in addition to “pofi- 
tical settlements” on winch they have 
halted new budding. 

It also aims at building confidence 
with brad’s Arab enemies in the 
U.S. -brokered peace process. 

“Our position is that we need to see 
proof of that... that we need to see 
that bappenmp before we can believe 
it,” the official, who requested 
anonymity, told Reuters. 

An Egyptian official in Cairo 
hinted strongly- that brad's new 
prime minister, Yitzhak Rabin, made 
a simitar promise of a settlement 
freeze when he met Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak oa Tuesday. 

Asked whether Mr. Rabin bad 
offered a total freeze for tbe duration 
of peace talks, the official said this 
was not too strong an interpretation. 

He recalled that even the Likud 
government of late Prime Minister 
Meoadbem Begin had agreed to a 
three-month settlement freeze at one 
point dftringpeace talks with Egypt a 


Tbe official said Mr. Rabin “gave a 
very dear indication of Us intentions. 


He said that be was going to do 
anything for the sake of peace as long 
as it does not touch on the security of 
IsraeL This message was dear." 

The Jordanian official said Jordan 
expre sse d worries about American 
plans to grant Israel bflfions of dollars 
in loan guarantees to help absorb terfs 
of thousands of Jewish immigrants in 
brad. 

“Of course we did express our 
concern and we said we think we need 
more convincing arguments (assur- 
ances) concerning tbe termination of 
settlement building in the occupied 
territories, which is also tbe position 
of the United Sates,” be added. 

A senior Jordanian peace nego- 
tiator said Mr. Baker baa presented a 
suggestion, apparently from Israel, 
that the next round of talks convene 
in Washington instead of Rome some 
time in August. . 

He said tbe issue would be discus- 
sed at Friday’s coordination meeting 
in Damascus of the Arab parties 
involved in Middle East peace talks. 

The Jordanian official said: “The 
Ame ri cans do not mind either way 
and we do not mind but we have to 
come to an agreement among 
ourselves (the Arabs).’* 

Mr. Baker toM reporters in Am- 
man that the United States saw no 
difference between “security" and 
“poEtical” settlements and believed 
both were an obstacle to Arab-IsraeU 
peace. 

Mr. Baker, touring the region to 
revive the stalled peace talks, also 
said Mr. Rabin’s new Labour-led 
government, like Jordan and the 
Palestinians, seemed ready to seize a 
fresh chance for peace. 

(Continued on page 5) 



ffla Mjtfesty King Hussefri Wednesday, wfaBe on a 
visit to Cm Al Jlmal, confers with Sheikh Sweflon 


Al Safian, who voices the support of tbe local 
tribesmen (photo by Yousef Al * Allan) 


Baghdad crisis deepens; U.S. 
openly threatens military strike 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — The 
standoff between Iraq and tbe 
Security Council intensified 
Wednesday as U.N. weapons in- 
spectors, saying they feared for 
their safety, ended a 17-day vigil 
outside a government buMng in 
Baghdad. 

Tbe pullout from the agricul- 
ture mmistiy, suspected of biding 
documents related to Iraq’s mis- 
sile progra m me, increased the 
chances of a limited allied air 
strike in the latest crisis involving 
die United Nations and Iraqi 
government. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Iraq was not 
abiding by U.N. resolutions en- 
ding tbe Gulf war. 

“It is stonewalling U.N. inspec- 
tors who are trying to identify and 
destory Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction,” Mr. Fitzwater said. 

“We are not ruling out any 
option including die use of milit- 
ary force,” he said. 

“The Iraqi regime must be held 


accountable for its defiance of tbe 
U.N resolutions and for the safe- 
ty of ail U.N. personnel in Iraq, 
as well as other international 
personnel providing assistance to 
the Iraqi people," Mr. Fitzwater 
said. 

Chanting protesters have 
pelted the inspectors’ cars with 
eggs and vegetables and slashed 
their tires in demonstrations since 
July S, when die Iraqis refused to 
allow U.N. access to die building. 

Baghdad has denied military 
documents were inside the minis- 
try, which it considers a symbol of 
its sovereignty. The Iraqi News 
Agency said Wednesday the inci- 
dent was engineered by the Un- 
ited States and other members of 
tbe Security Council as a pretext 
to “Intervene illegally and 
achieve their aggressive political 
objectives.” 

More demonstrations took 
place in Baghdad and other Iraqi 
cities on Wednesday, including 
U.N. offices in Basra, Amara and 


Karbala. 

The United Nations maintains 
humanitarian programme in 
those cities, but an agreement to 
continue them expired in June 
and has not been renewed by 
Iraq. 

INA quoted a Foreign Ministry 
‘official as saying Iraq provided 
adequate protection to tbe in- 
spectors “despite the fact dial 
some of the team leaders, espe- 
cially the Americans, tried to 
provoke the government staff and 
citizens." 

It denied any team member 
was harmed. 

Western analysts and diploma- 
tic sources said the iiketibood of a 
U.S.-led attack on Iraq is increas- 
ing. 

“Tension is rising. The likeli- 
hood of military action is growing 
daily,” said Heino Kopietz, a 
senior analyst at Control Risk, a 
London-based strategic security 
consultancy. 


Multi-pronged contests in the 
making for Aug. 8 bye-elections 


By Mariam M. Shafabi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hotly-contested bye- 
efections are in the making for the 
two vacant seats in tbe Lower 
House of Partiameut. Although 
official Dominations for tbe Aug. 
18 elections in Amman’s Fourth 
and Sixth districts begin Friday, at 
least seven candidates have already 
announced their intention to ran. 

Tribalist, Islamist and pro- 
estabHshmeat figures are among 
the candidates who will be vying 
for tbe votes of about 35,000 each 
in the two districts. 

The Sixth District seat — 
Qawezsmeh — and tbe Fourth 
District seat — Madaba — were 
left vacant with the death last 
month of Mnsfim Brotherhood De- 
puty Ahmad Qteish Al Azaideh 
and Nayef Minwar Hadid respec- 
tively. 

Mr. Azaideh, a popular Islamist 
who served as the Brotherhood's 
spokesman in the House, had se- 
cured the highest number of votes 
1 in Madaba — 6,534 out of 30,000 
cast — (hiring the November 19S9 
elections. The influence that the 


Brotherhood wielded in Madaba 
was evident in the elections, in that 
the two Muslim seats m the district 
were won by Brotherhood candi- 
dates and the Christian seat was 
secured by a Brotherhood-backed 
candidate. 

Tbe political make-ups of the 
Madaba district and die Fourth 
District are heavily influenced by 
tribal affiliations and poEtical lead- 
ens have traditionally had the back- 
ing of major dans. 

While tbe Brotherhood had 
announced that its candidate for 
the Madaba district will be 
Mohammad Kbeirbat, it is not 
dear yet whether the movement 
would name its own candidate for 
tbe Fourth District to succeed Mr. 
Hadid, who held one of tbe two 
seats there. 

Mr. Hadid was tbe most popular 
candidate in the 1989 ejections in 
the fourth district and secured 
votes far ahead of tbe second 
deputy from his district, the 
Brotherhood’s Hamzeb Mansour. 
Mr. Hadid had secured 6,458 votes 
while Mr. Mansor received 4,260. 

In Madaba, Mr. Khrdbat will 
face strong oppo s ition from pro- 


establishment candidate Fawaz 
Abu Gfaanem, who lost lus bid for 
a seat in the House in 1989. 

Communist Abdul Hafith 
Shakhanhcfa, who belongs to 8 
major Madaba tribe that already 
has one deputy in the Lower 
House is tbe third announced 
candidate so for in Madaba. 

Mr. Shakhahbeh is related to 
Madaba’s second Muslim Brother- 
hood Deputy Abdul Hafiz al ADa- 
wi and observers say be could 
receive many votes due to his trflnl 
affiliation. However, sources dose 
to Mr. Shakhanbeh say be may 
withdraw from tbe race in favour 
of Mr. Abu Ghanem in return for 
support in an election bid in 
Novembers 1993. 

The Madaba race is considered a 
test of the Brotherhood’s abifity to 
keep their support after a mixed 
record in the Horse since their 
victory in the 1989 election in 
Much they managed to get 22 
seats. 

Tbe Madaba race is likely to see 
more than three candidates after 
the nomination period begins Fri- 

(Contintsed oa page 5) 


Lebanese Christian party 
fails to join protest strike 


Housing financiers in straits, seek CBJ help 


BEIRUT (R) — ■ Lebanon's 
largest Christian -political party 
refrained bn Wednesday from 
joining Christian calls for a gener- 
al strike against government 
plans for a general election be- 
fore Syrian troops pull back to 
eastern Lebanon. 

But Falange party leaders 
urged President Elias HrawFs 
Syrian-backed government to 
work to- resolve objections from 
opponents of the polk before 
setting- ft date for foe election. 

The Falange said it understood 
the reasons behind tbe calls for a 
one-day general strike cm Thurs- 
day but wanted the steppage to 
be peacefoL But it stopped short 
of urging its supporters to join the 
protest. 

Tbe cabinet was due later on 
Wednesday to discuss possible 
d a ft* * for the elections, which are 
widely expected to be set in three 
stages for different parts of the 
country from Aug. 23 to Sept. 6. 

The Christian Lebanese Forces 


(LF) movement, which was the 
most powerful militia in Lebanon 
until private armies were dis- 
tended last year, beads the 
opposition to holding the perils 
before a Syrian pullback. 

Political sources said the 
Falange’s faflnre to join the strike 
was a severe Mow to the opposi- 
tion. Security sources have- said 
they fear' the di s pute over the 
election could turn violent. 

Syrian troops are supposed to 
leave Beirut and other areas in- 
September and redeploy in east- 
ern Lebanon as part of a peace 
accord aimed at putting a durable 
end to 15 years of civil war. 

Mr. Hrawi and Prime Minister 
Rashid Sollr signed a new elec- 
tion! law on Wednesday, clear- 
ing tiie way for the election. 

LF leader Samir Geagea, for- 
mer President Amin Gemayei, 
supporters of exiled General' 
Michel Aotm and other Qmstian 
parties called on Monday for the 
strike. 


By Ntnacca Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN —. Tbe Rea l Estate 
Financing Corporation (REFCO), 
one of ^lar gest housing institutions 
■in Jordan, is grappling with a E- 
qnkHtyproHeni and has sought tbe 
help of tiie Central Baltic of Jordan 
(CBJ) to ease its fina nc ial s tra ins. 

According to informed hanking 
sources, 1 REFCO it in the process 
of restructuring its capital before it 
invites investors to rokj tbe cor- 
poration or change tts operations 
to become a banking i ns titut ion 
oot tied to real estate transactions. 

CBJ fekraitaafor the result* of the 
restructuring before it would cuh 
rider helping it with an interbank 
deposit of approximately JDS mB* 
Hon. 

According to bankmg sources, 
REFCO, a fi nanc i al company 
which accepted savings deposits 
and offered short-term and long- 
term housing loons, wffl be then 
undergoing a change in its opera- 
tions to become a institu- 

tion in merger with an existing one. 
The sources (fid not reveal winch. 


if any, banks wens mterested. 

CBJ has not promised specific 
amounts to tbe ailing corporation 
but has asked it to restructure its 

capital before “new partner* are 
asked to come into the operation 
and before CBJ' decides on the 
amount needed to give it a working 
capital.” Independent banking 
estimate that REFCO would need 
anything between JD3 and JD5 


According to the banking 
sources, who asked they remain 
anonymous, CBJ help to the cor- 
poration is feasible since REFCO 
is not suffering a deficit in assets or. 
instriveniy. 

Although there are two schools 
of thought over bow feasible h is 


usually for the gov ernm ent to help 
-companies to come out of tbe red 
with taxpayers’ money, economists 
agree that REFCO is a good case 
for gov e rnm ent intervention. 

According to the 1991 annual 
report of the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), REFCO did not 
provide tile stock exchange with 
financial data for 1989 and 1990.' 

Tbe 1988 figures showed that 


REFCO’s net income after taxes 
was JD63.244. The company’s tot- 
al assets stood at JD21,598,546 and 
total liabffities at JD20338325. 
REFCO has an authorised and 
paid-up capital of JD200,000 but 
tbe book value per share sunk from 
JD 15.467 in 1986 to JD7.283 in 
1987 and further to JD6J01 in 
1988. 

REFCO shares are not sus- 
pended from AFM trading but are 
rarely traded, market sources said. 
According to the 1991 AFM 
annual report, REFCO shares 
traded at a market price of 
JD17.000 a share in 198u but the 
market value fen to JDUjOQO a 
share in 1990 although only 940 
were traded in that year. 

According to the sources, REF- 
CO’s problems began when it reev- 
aluated land it owned jn Abdonn 
to market prices and changed its 
budget figures to reflect tbe new 
and higher prices. “The balance 
sheet became inflated and did not 
reflect the real operations of the 
company,” one source said. 

“The sheet showed very bright 
figures white the c or por ati on wit 


obviously affected by the recession 
winch gripped Jordan in the period 
between 1987 and 1990," the 
source said. “In reality, these were 
only numbers while the corpora- 
tion had no working capital.” 

While grappling with dm reces- 
sion, REFCO also fell victim to an 
overall trend which has forced 
other real-estate financing institu- 
tions to change their operations 

DAR^O for^ltertsstment and 
Housing, established in 1982 and 
which is largely controlled by the 
Housing Bank (58.2 per cent), te 

now conducting negotiations to 
merge with the Jordan Finance 
House for Development and In- 
vestment. Another company, 
Real-Estate Investment (AKAR- 
CO), is reported to be struggling as 
a result of the slowdown which 
affected the Jordanian real-estate 
market in tbe past three years. 
AFM figures show that AKAR- 
OO, a public shareholding com- 
pany which is controlled by floe 
Jordan Islamic Bank (13.5 per 

Coatfawd on page 5) 


King visits 
Um Al Jimal 

UM AL JtMAL (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Wednes- 
day visited Um Al Jimal, a town 
near tbe Syrian border, and was 
accorded an enthusiastic welcome 
by its residents. 

Tbe townspeople, mostly be- 
douin, fined up tbe streets deco- 
rated with tbe King’s posters and 
flag* and cheered welcoming the 
King’s visit 

Several notables delivered 
addresses before the King at the 
main reception centre, paying tri- 
bute to his leadership and pledg- 
ing continued allegiance to the 
Hashemite Throne. 

Among the speakers was 
Minister of Public Transport Saad 
Hayd Al Srour, who voiced the 
s up p or t of the local tribesmen 
and town residents for King Hus- 
sein's domestic and foreign poli- 
cies. 

Sheikh Sweilem Al Safian, who 
spoke on behalf of tbe tribesmen 
m the Mafraq and Um AL Jimal 
areas, thanked the King for the 
visit and presented a number of 
demands. 

Noting that the border region 
of Utn Al Jimal is located be- 
tween three Arab states and is a 
barren land, he said the area 
faces many hardships. The local 
inhabitants demand solutions to 
problems related to land, tele- 
phone and postal services for a 
number of villages, additional 
number of seats for its students at 
Jordanian universities and facili- 
ties to get loans for agricultural 
projects, he said. 

Um Al Jimal Mayor Abdullah 
Srour said that the local citizens 
and farmers had done tbeir best 
to reclaim semi-desert lands and 
produce crops, but they were now 
in urgent need for help to embark 
on agricultural industry. 

The King announced that he 
had instructed the concerned au- 
thorities to build a secondary 
school to be linked to tbe cultural 
department of the Jordanian 
Alined Forces. He also made a 
donation of JD 100,000 to sup- 
port the work of voluntary 
societies and local councils in the 
region and help solve the ques- 
tion of telecommunications. 

The King was accompanied on 
the visit by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zetd Ben Shaker, Royal Court 
Chief Khaled Kateki, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben 
Z«d and other dignitaries includ- 
ing Cabinet members and several 
deputies. 

Premier meets 

Palestinian 

negotiators 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
received Wednesday at tbe Prime 
Ministry head of the Palestinian 
negotiating team Faisal Husseini, 
chief negotiator Haidar Abdul 
Shafi and team member Saed 
UretkaL 

Sharif Zeid and the Palestinian 
delegation exchanged views on 
future stages of the Middle East 
peace process and the Arab coor- 
dination meeting which wifi be 
held in Damascus Friday. Tbe 
meeting will be attended by the 
foreign ministers of Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and Pales- 
tine. 

The delegation arrived in Am- 
man earlier Wednesday. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Abdul 
Shafi sard the Palestinians were 
keen to achieve success at the 
Damascus meeting. 

“We are going to the meeting 
with open minds and keenness to 
achieve coordination between 
parties to the negotiations," he 
said. 

Commenting on Israeli Prime 
Munster Yitzhak Rabin’s state- 
ments on settlemen t s and self- 
rule, Dr. Abdul Shafi said the 
Palestinians insist on a complete 
halt of settlement activity. 

He added that Palestinians do 
not differentiate between “poli- 
tical" and “security" settlements 
and refuse a limited self-rule 


He said the next round of 
negotiations will be a test for the 
seriousness of Mr. Rabin’s state- 
ments. 

• Dr. Abdnl Shafi was quoted as 
saying by Reuters that the 
Palestinian team which met ULS. 
Secretary of State Janies Baker 
earlier tins week had warned 
Washington against granting 
Israel $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees for bossing. 
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JSs»generaI says Israel 
leave part of Golan 


TEL AVIV (R) — A member of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
Labour Party, formerly the array 
commander of the Goian 
Heights, said on Tuesday Israel 
should return part of the strategic 
plateau to Syria in exchange tor 
peace. 

“I am not in favour of leaving 
the Golan, but we can certainly 
make an opening and discuss 
those kilometres and metres 
Rabin in talking about,” said 
reserve Brigadier-General Avig- 
dor Kahalani in an Israeli radio 
interview. 

Mr. Rabin, daring a visit to the 
Heights prior to last month's elec- 
tion, said Israel could discuss 
returning “several kilometres" to 
Syria at Middle East peace talks 
begun last October in Madrid. 

Brig. Kahalani, a new Labour 
member of parliament, proposed 
that Syrian motorised divisions be 
withdrawn far from the Golan, 
and that Israeli forces be trimtaed 
and pulled back from their pre- 
sent positions. 

Since taking office last week 
Mr. Rabin has suspended signing 
new building contracts for Jewish 
settlers and new settlements tbqt 
had yet to be set up in occupied 
Arab lands. 

The moves pleased Washing- 
ton. 

After a visit by U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker to Israel 
this week, there were expecta- 
tions that Washington might soon 
grant $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees it denied former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, who 
refused to halt building or consid- 
er ceding land for peace. 

Syria has demanded Washing- 
ton continue withholding the aid 
until Israel pledges to withdraw 
from the lands it occupies in the 
1967 war and recognises Palesti- 
nian rights. 

Mr. Rabin’s initiatives so far 
have been aimed at the 1.75 
million Palestinians living in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip where Mr. Shamir bad 
focused his building boom. 

A spokesman for Mr. Rabin 
denied reports on Tuesday that 
Mr. Rabin sent a message to 
Syria offering to discuss a pull- 
back from the Golan Heights. 

The Yedioth Ahronoth daily 
reported that such a message was 
being carried to Syrian President 


Hafez Al Assad by Mr. Baker, 
who is -touting the region. 

"He (Mr. Rabin) never sent 
such a message," Rabin spokes- 
man Gad Ben-Ari told the 
Associated Press. 

Yedioth quoted Mr. Rabin as 
having said in the message that if 
Mr. Assad publidy declared bis 
dedication to achieving peace 
with Israel, the Jewish state 
would discuss a territorial com- 
promise ‘concerning the Golan 
Heights. 

But it quoted political sources 
as saying Israel would not cede all 
1,150 square kilometres of the 
Golan. 

In denying this account, Mr. 
Ben-Ari said Mr. Rabin has not 
changed his view that Israel 
should “not go down from the 
Golan Heights, even in the con- 
text of peace." 

But he added that “that does 
not mean Israel will stick to the 
last centimetre of the Golan 
Heights.” 

Levy: Israel setting cheap 

Former Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy slammed the 
Rabin government Tuesday for 
making what he said were conces- 
sions to the Arabs without an 
assurance of reciprocal gestures. 

Mr. Levy said on Israeli Televi- 
sion that he told Mr. Baker on 
Tuesday: “I am very, very con- 
cerned that the other side will get 
the feeling that what we have 
here is an end of season sale.” 

He said Mr. Baker telephoned 
him on the last day of his three- 
day trip to Israel. 

"It is in writing in the prune 
minister’s and foreign minister’s 
offices that if Israel accepts the 
principle of a settlement halt, 
they (the Arabs) will cancel the 
boycott,” Mr. Levy said. “Now 
there is even an (Arab) withdraw- 
al from that." 

The former foreign minister, 
who was die most outspokenly 
flexible member of Mr. Shamir’s 
right-wing government on the 
peace process, said Mr. Rabin 
should not give concessions for 
free. 

“Leave it to the negotiations. 
There is no need to volunteer 
concessions before you’ve sat 
down and beard ... what ' the 
other side will give in return," 
Mr. Leavy said. 


Mubarak wins 
nomination, warns 
Muslim extremists 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak won his party’s en- 
dorsement for a third six-year 
term Wednesday, and warned 
Muslim extremists he would nev- 
er let them “impose the law of the 
jungle." 

Mr. Mubarak was addressing a 
congress of his National Demo- 
cratic Party (NDP) in the midst of 
a fresh push for Middle East 
peace and a violent challenge 
from hardline Egyptian Muslims. 

As he spoke, U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker landed in 
Cairo on the latest leg of a 
Mideast tour to promote peace 
efforts. The day before, Mr. 
Mubarak hosted Yitzhak Rabin, 
the first Israeli prime minister to 
visit in six yean. 

The 64-year-old president 
thanked the 5,000 delegates pack- 
ing the Cairo University auditor- 
ium. He did not immediately 
accept the nomination, but offi- 
cials expect he will, despite his 
complaint last weekend that pres- 
idential duties “entail suffering .... 
sacrificing the personal freedoms 
and private life which all citizens 
are guaranteed.” 

Mr. Mubarak took office in 
1981 after Muslim extremists 
assassinated President Anwar 
Sadat at a military parade in 
Cairo. He won a second term in 
1987. With the economy impro- 
ving, he has no known rival for 
the job. 

Parliament nominates a single 
presidential candidate by a two- 


thirds majority and sends its 
dunce to the electorate in a yes- 
or-no referendum. The constitu- 
tion allows any number of con- 
secutive presidential terms. 

The ruling party holds 383 seats 
in the 454-seat assembly and is 
backed by most of the 55 inde- 
pendents. 

The Muslim extremists are 
thought to number no more than 
15,000 hard-core members in this 
country of 58 million. They have 
no representation in parliament, 
but some analysts believe they 
could do well electorally if 
allowed to campaign freely. 

Without specifically mention- 
ing the extremists. Mr. Mubarak 
referred to attacks on Coptic 
Christians and their property and 
shootonts with police, mainly in 
Assiut. 

“The perpetrators of terror, 
want to undermine the nation’s 
stability and prosperity in order 
to destroy investment, produc- 
tion, industry, agriculture and 
tourism,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

“We shall never let this hap- 
pen. They want to impose the law 
of the jungle ... and this must not 
and will not come to pass.” 

This year 46 people have died, 
neatly half of them Christians. 
Last month, Farag Fodah, a Mus- 
lim writer and champion of a 
secular state, was assassinated. 

Last week parliament stiffened 
the penal code to include the 
death penalty for membership in 
a terrorist group 


Yemenis, 
Saudis 
to meet 
again on 
dispute 


GENEVA (R) — Yemeni and 
Saudi Arabian officials have 
agreed to hold new talks later this 
year in a dispute over an oil-rich 
border region, according to Arab 
sources. 

They said the agreement was 
reached at what they called a 
preparatory meeting in Geneva 
Monday. 

There was no confirmation 
from either the Yemeni or Saudi 
missions to the United Nations 
European headquarters in Gene- 
va. But Yemen Radio in Sanaa 
said the discussions bad been 
cordial. 

The two rides had agreed to 
bold another meeting at a date to 
be fixed “to set up a committee of 
experts to lay down the appropri- 
ate framework and measures to 
begin negotiations on the issue of 
Yemeni-Saudi borders,’’ the 
radio added. 

Diplomats said they under- 
stood the Saudi side was keen not 
to publicise the talks, although 
Yemeni officials last week con- 
finned they would be held. 

The Arab sources and Yemeni 
•radio said Yemen’s delegation to 
the meeting was led by Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Abdul Aziz Al Dali and the Saudi 
team -was beaded by Religious 
Education Minister Abdul Aziz 
Khuwaytir. 

Officials in Sanaa, the Yemeni 
capital, said at the weekend the 
aim of the discussions would be to 
reach agreement on the time and 
venue for holding official negotia- 
tions. 

The Geneva meeting was the 
first between the two countries on 
the long-standing border dispute 
which flared up anew earlier this 
year. 

Yemen has said Saudi claims 
that the oil-rich areas of Hadram- 
out, Maareb and Al Jawf were 
part of its territory made it neces- 
sary to discuss the border issue as 
soon as possible. 

Relations between the two 
countries, already strained by 
Sanaa’s pro-Iraqi stance during 
the. Gulf, crisis, deteriorated. in 
April when Riyadh warned West- 
ern ofl companies against explor- 
ing in areas it considered Saudi 
territory. 

British Petroleum PLC (BP) 
then either cancelled or pot on 
hold its plans to drill a Red Sea 
oil concession in an area claimed 
by both Yemen and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 


Mubarak promises new 
chapter in Israel ties 


CAIRO (AP) — In the years 
after their 1979 treaty, Egypt and 
Israel have waged a “cold 
peace,” in the words of Boutros 
Ghali, the U.N. secretary-general 
who helped construct the treaty 
as Egypt's foreign Minister. 

The visit of Israel's prime 
minister, Yitzhak Rabin, to Cairo 
on Tuesday has warmed things up 
a little. After bis summit with 
President Hosni Mubarak, the 
Egyptian leader accepted Mr. 
Rabin’s invitation to visit Israel. 

“The very fact that they are 
sitting together fe a big drama. 
We are very excited about it,” 
said Gad Ben-Ari, Mr. Rabin’s 
spokesman. 

With lingering memories of 
four Arab-Israeli wars, many 
Egyptians stiff view Israel as the 
enemy. And Cairo has in recent 
years restricted travel to Israel 
and business links with the Jewish 
state to improve ties with Arab 
states that were strained by the 
peace treaty. 

“We have very little man-to- 
man relationship," lamented 
.Israel’s ambassador to Cairo, 
Epraim Dowek, shortly before 
Mr. Rabin's visit. 

Since 1980, one million Israelis 
have visited Egypt. Bnt only 
3,000 Egyptians went to Israel, 
mostly on official business. Few 
Egyptians go partly because of 
government restrictions, but also 
because of the “barrier of hate,” 
as the late President Anwar Sadat 
once described it. 

For many ordinary Egyptians, 
the struggle to feed their families 
means much more than the Egyp- 
tian- Israeli summit and the search 
for peace. 

Tin not concerned with poli- 
tics,” said Farouk Ismail, 35, a 
government employee. “All I 
want and care about is to be able 
to feed my children and educate 
them.” 

“Life is becoming expensive. 1 
barely have enough energy to 
feed my family. I can't afford to 
spend energy on politics.” 

“Let’s be frank, the peace be- 
tween Egypt and Israel is simply a 
no-wax treaty. We don’t trust 
them and they don’t trust us,” 
said Mostapha Kama], a grocer. 

Om Rihab, a street vegetable 
vendor, smiled when asked what 
she thought of Egypt’s peace with 
Israel. 

“I know nothing about this,” 
she said, cradling a baby, her 
sixth.- " AIM do is sell : vegetables 
to feed me and my children.” 

Khaled Mohammad, 32; a fab- 
ric shop manager, said he did not 
think Mr. Rabin would' have 
mud) to offer and believed wider 
Middle East peace was impossi- 
ble while Arabs remained weak 
and divided. 

“brad is in a much stronger posi- 
tion than Arabs — they’re squab- 


bling and divided — and it’s the 
Arabs who want something from. 
Israel. Why should Israel give up 
land under conditions favourable 
to Arabs?” he asked. 

“Unless Arabs and Israelis are 
on the same footing. Middle East 
peace is not possible.” be said. 

Egyptians are still nneasy with 
Israeli visitors. 

On Tuesday, a crowd gathered 
as Egyptian security cordoned off 
a mam downtown street while 
Mr. Rabin visited die gates of 
Heaven Synagogue and met a few 
of the 70 Jews who still live in 
Egypt. 

“Why are they deaning the 
street and blocking us, just for 
this Israel?” a young man said 
angrily as security men pushed 
Egyptians out of the way. 

Despite Mr. Rabin’s visit, it is 
undear that his greater flexibility 
on peace issues and Mr. Mubar- 
ak’s promise of a new era wiD 
translate into more Egyptian- 
Israeli trade and cultural ex- 
changes. 

Egypt provides Israel with ab- 
out 20 per cent of its ofl, worth 
about $400 million annually. 
Other than that, trade between 
them in npnmmi — only $20 
million in 1991. 

There is almost no academic 
cooperation, and Egyptian pro^ 
fessional unions still officially 
boycott Israel. 

At his news conference with 
Mr. Rabin on Tuesday, Mr. 
Mubarak said Mr. Rabin’s visit 
heralded a new chapter in bilater- 
al relations. But he was evasive in 
characterising how that chapter 
might read. 

Mr. Mubarak refused to meet 
Mr. Rabin’s ultra-nationalist pre- 
decessor Yitzhak Shamir. But be 
invited Mr. Rabin to Cairo and 
told the news conference be had 
accepted an invitation to pay a 
return visit to Israel. 

Mr. Rabin declared: “I believe 
the time has arrived, following 
the example of Egypt and Israel, 
for other countries, for other 
peoples, to divert from war, from 
the course of c on front a tion, and 
embark on the course of peace.” 

“We are dealing now until new 
realities.” 

Israel wants Egypt to play a 
more active role in the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Mubarak said be was ready 
to respond, bnt with caution. 

“We are making big efforts to 
persuade them (other Arabs) to 
go through the peace process. 
Syria is friendly arid we are trying 
to help. Help covers all the points 
of mediation. But we cannot 
pressure them,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

Both Egyptian and Israeli 
teams were evasive on what sub- 
stance was covered at the 
summit. 


Tunisia 
probes 
deaths 
of Islamists 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia said on 
Wednesday an inquiry ; was 
probing die deaths in custody of 
five alleged Muslim fun- 
damentalist militants last year 
and recommended investigating 
the deaths of two others. 

. The inquiry was being con- 
ducted by a committee empo- 
wered by President Zine al Abi- 
dine Ben Ah to investigate allega- 
tions of human rights abuses re- 
, ported by humanitarian organisa- 
tions. 

London-based human rights 
group Amnesty International has 
said at least seven people, sus- 
pected of sympathising with the 
banned opposition Al Nahdha 
(Renaissance) group, died in cus- 
tody between April and October 
1991, and asked for a public 


mqttuy. 
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committee published a re- 
port on Wednesday on Mr. Ben 
Ah’s order co nfirmi ng that the 
seven men died “in obscure and 
suspicious circumstances.” 

In named them as: Abdul Aziz 
Mahuastriy Abdul Raouf Laaribi, 
Abdul Wahad Abdeffi, Ament 
Degache. Fathi Khiari, Faisal 
Barakat and Rachid Chammaktti. 

The report said judicial in- 
quiries into the first five cases 
were taking place, and asked for 
inquiries into the deaths of Bara- 
kat and Chammakhi to be 
reopened. 

The interior ministry has said 
that Barakat died in a car crash 
and Chammakhi died of a heart 
attack a few hours after his arrest 
“We think that the two cases 
-also took place in suspicious cir- 
cumstances,. and despite the fact 
that the inquiry about them was 
dosed it seems that there are new 
elements which occurred, and 
therefore we recommend a new 
inquiry,” the report said. 

'hie report ooinddes with a 
trial of 279 alleged fundamental- 
ists accused of plotting a coup to 
kill tiie president. The trial was 
adjourned until July 30 at the 
request of defence lawyers who 
wanted more time to prepare 
their case. 

The court adjourned hearings 
for one group of defendants to 
July 30. The trial of another 
group had already been sus- 
pended for 17- days to July-27. 

A itotal >of : 279 defendants, 
many facing the death penalty, 
are charged with plotting to kill 
President Ben Ali as part of a 
plan to turn Tunisia into an Isla- 
mic state. 

All the more than 100 accused 
who have been questioned in 
court have denied the charges. 


Crowe disputes cover-up in Iranian shoot-down 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Re- 
tired Admiral William. J. Crowe, 
former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff has denounced as 
“preposterous and unfounded” 
reports the navy tried to cover up 
the truth behind its downing of an 
Iranian civilian airliner four years 
ago. 

Adm. Crowe acknowledged 
that the USS Vincennes, which 
shot down the jetliner on July 3, 
1988, was operating in Iranian 
territorial waters. And be ack- 
nowledged that U.S. military op- 
erations in the Gulf went beyond 
what was publidy stated at the 
time. 

Bnt testifying before the House 
of Representatives Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, Adm. Crowe 
defended those actions and dzs-' 
missed “unjustified conclusions” 
in investigative reports about the 
Airbus shoot-down earlier tins 
month. 

ABC-TV and Newsweek re- 
torts charged that the United 
totes not only provoked the inci- 
dent but also lied to cover it up. 

“There is no question that we 
kept many of our operations in 


tiie Persian Gulf secret. We 
would have risked Americans' 
lives had we not,” Adm. Crowe 


“No one suggests that there 
were no mistakes made on the 
morning of July 3, 1988, and in 
the time that followed,” be said. 
“But malting mistakes is a long 
step from a deliberate cover-up.” 

The downing of the aircraft, 
killing all 290 aboard, came as 
U.S. warships were in the Gulf to 
keep shipping dear during the 
Iran-Iraq war. Pictures of the 
bodies of men. women and chil- 
dren floating in the Gulfs waters 
endure as a ghastly image of that 
time. 

In acknowledging one of the 
report’s findings, that the Vincen- 
nes was in Iranian waters, Adm. 
Crowe dismissed its importance. 

He said the exact location was 
a “peripheral subject,” that it was 
not necessarily illegal to operate 
in Iranian waters, and that ‘‘the. 
tragedy would have likely occur-’ 
red whether the Vincennes was 
within Iranian waters or not." 

He also maintained be was 
never specifically asked whether 
the ship was in territorial or 


international waters daring news 
• conferences or congressional 
testimony in 1988. 

“The accusations of a cover-up 
are preposterous and unfound- 
ed,” Adm. Crowe said. 

Adm. Crowe also told the 
panel: 

— Captains of the U.S. ships 
were expected “to act aggressive- 
ly” if they believed they were 
under threat, as the Vincennes 
captain has contended. 

— The reports’ allegation that 
tiie United States had tilted 
against Iran in favour of Iraq at 
that time was hardly startling and 
was actually commonly known in 
1988. 

— U.S. military officers did not. 
use deception against the Ira- 
nians, beyond concealment of 
ship movements, and that all en- 
gagements involving gunfire were 
formally reported to Congress. 

$5 -2b for war costs 

A House of Representatives 
voted Tuesday to spend $5.2 bil- 
lion to pay off what lawmakers 
believe are the final bills of tiie 


Gulf war against Iraq. 

These include separation pay- 
ments for soldiers, repair and 
maintenance of equipment, and 
the costs of keeping troops in the 
Gulf. ■ 

The measure was approved on 
a voice by the House Appropria- 
tions Committee. The full house 
is expected to vote Friday on the 
biff. 

To pay the war bills, lawmak- 
ers would spend the final $3 
billion of tiie $53.8 billion that 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Japan and 
other U.S. affies contributed in 
1990 and 1991 to the war effort. 

The remaining $2.2 billion 
would come from $15 billion in 
taxpayers’ money that Congress 
and President George Bush set 
aside last year to pay the war’s 
costs. 

The measure approved Tues- 
day would return tiie unspent 
$32J billion portion of that fond 
to die treasury. 

Overall, the Defence Depart- 
ment has estimated the total cost 
of the war and the buildup that 
preceded it at $61.1 billion ■ — 
about 90 per cent of which was 
covered by foreign c o ntribu ti ons. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Up to 10 killed in southeast Turkey 

DIYARBAK2R, Turkey (R) — Up to 10 people were killed in the 
latest wave of Knrdisb guerrilla attacks in southeast Turkey, 
security Officials said on Wednesday. Five members of a police 
anti-terror team died on Tuesday night when Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) fighters ambushed their vehicle on the main Mardb- 
Nosaybin road neat to the heavily-guarded Syrian border, said the 
officials in Diyaibakir. Two other members of the police team were 
wounded. Anatolia news agency said one rebel was also killed m 
the More than 4,300 pe ople, indndmg about 900 this year, 

have been killed since the FKK launched its fight for as 
in dep en dent for Turkey’s estimated 10 million Kurds in 1984. 
Specially trained crack police teams have been used in the war 
against the PKK in the southeast for the past five years. In another 
Tuesday night attack, PKK raiders killed two brothers in a village 
near the eastern city of Erzurum, Anatolia said. It gave no details. 
Two children were killed when a hand grenade they were playing 
with exploded on Tuesday in the town of Dcdcti in the eastern 
province of Agri, Anatolia said. FKK rebels killed 10 Turkish 
gendarmes in a raid on Sivritepe border post near the Iraqi border 
on Monday. 

Helicopter crashes in south Sudan 

4 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Amffitaxy helicopter has crashed near the 

locality of Lilia, some 70 kflometres north east of Juba, the capital 

of south Sudan, the official news agency reported Tuesday. 
Quoting an army statement, the agency said the plane crashed 
Saturday while in action over the Liria area, which is the gateway 
toTorit, tiie rebel stronghold which fell recently in the hand of the 
army. The agency did not elaborate on what caused the plane to 
jerash or the fate of its occupants. 

One wounded in Beirut car explosion ; 

BEIRUT (AP) — A booby- trapped car exploded in east Beinifs 
Christian district of Nahr Wednesday. Police said the driver wasV , 
slightly wounded. A police spokesman, who cann ot be named in ' ' 
line with regulations, said a single stick of dynamite exploded 
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inside the white Mercedes-Benz as its owner, Pierre Sahkwn, tried 
to start the e ngine at 8:30 a.m. (0530 GMT). Mr. Sahioun suffered 
minor wounds and was admitted to the nearby Hotel Dfed 
Hospital, the spokesman said. No group claimed responsibility for 
the explosion, but police theorised it could be the result of a private 
dispute. 

Iran, Iraq exchange bodies of soldiers . 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran and Iraq have exchanged the bodies of 101 
soldiers killed during their eight-year war, state-run Tehran Radio 
reported Wednesday. The radio said the bodies of 50 Iranians* were 
handed over at the Khosrawi border crossing, while Iran handed 
over the bodies of 51 Iraqis. It said the two countries would, 
continue their efforts to accou n t fo r hundreds of Ireland Iranians 
who remain listed as missing in action during the 1980-88 conflict. 

Policeman shot dead In Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — An Algerian policeman was shot dead in the 
eastern dty of Constantine on Wednesday, the official news agency 
APS reported. The agency said his assailant escaped. More than 80 
members of the security forces have been gunned down since the 
beginning of the year in a wave of violence blamed on Muslim 
activists. 

Khartoum ready to resume peace talks 

KHARTOUM (AP) — The Sudanese government is ready to 
resume peace talks with tiie rebels after tiie first round of 
nerotiations held in Nigeria wa$ suspended last month, Sudanese 
official said [Wednesday. Mohammad Al Amin Khalifa, speaker of 
Sudan’s National Assembly, told visiting Nigerian Interior Minister 
Tunji Colagonju that his government is ready to at' for a second 
round of talks with the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) in the Nigerian capital Abuja. Peace talks between the 
Khartoum government and the SPLA opened at tiie be ginning of 
June in Abuja. They were then suspended for the two sides to 
study an agreement they readied on forming an interim administra- 
tion that would precede a new federal government CblOnel 
Khalifa, who beaded the government’s delegation to the June 
talks, did not set a date for tiie second round. The SPLA wants the 
lifting of Islamic law in Sudan a well as more autonomy and a 
greater share of economic development for the south. The SPLA 
took up arms against the government in 1983. Since February, the 
army has launched a successful offensive and recaptured dozens of 
towns long held by the rebels. The most serious defeat for the 
insurgents v,as the loss of Torit which was recaptured by the army 
last week. 
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Israel shells Lebanon 
guerrilla raids 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — Israeli artflleiy shelled guerrilla- 
held villages in South Lebanon Tuesday after one Israeli soldier 
was killed and five wounded in guerrilla attacks, security sources 
said. 

They said Israeli and allied South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
gunners on Tuesday night fired 75 heavy shells at yiDages outride J 
Israel’s self-styled “security zone” in tiie south. 

The targe tted villages were Jarjouh, ‘Ain Bouswar and Jbaa. ; 

There was no report of casualties in the nighttime shelling bot - 
five civilians were wounded earlier when Israeli tanks, artillery and 
machineguns pounded seven villages nprth of the rone for some 
two boms in retaliation for Tuesday's attacks. 

One Israeli soldier was kiDed and anti-tank rockets ambushed, 
them near Beit Yahoun village in the zone’s middle sector, the 
Israeli army said. 

Two soldiers were wounded when an explosive device New up in _ 
the same sector of the zone in another attack, it added. 

“An Israeli soldier was killed and three soldiers were wounded. .. 
from... fire in the central sector... likewise another army force 
came upon an explosive device and as a result two soldiers were 
lightly wounded/’ an army spokesman said. 

Security sources said earlier foe bomb exploded beneath an 
Israeli tank at a c rossro ads near the village- of Beit Yahoun. 
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Mafaadin appointed Petra director; 
Safadi moves to Prime Ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty’s 
press Advisor Khaled Mahadm 
lias been appointed director 
general of the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, succeeding AH 
Safadi who will become informa- 
tion advisor at the Prime Minis- 
try, the Jordan Times has 
. Earned. 

• ; Informed sources told the Jor- ' 
ffam Tunes that- the Cabinet hps 
.already signed the appointments 
Had the two officials will for mally 
assume their posts on Monday, 
Joly 27, following a royal decree 
4giroving the decision. 
Enfromation Minister Mahmoud 
Sharif visited Petra 
Wednesday and met with Mr. 
Sfcfadi* expressing his deep 
appreciation of his efforts over 
the past six years as the agency’s 

director general. 

‘ In an address at a ceremony 
attended by petra staff to honour 
Mr. Safadi, the minister noted 
that Mr. Safadi has achieved 
ijrnny things and wished him suc- 
cess in his new endeavour. , 

Jhe minister also urged petra 
^embers to pursue their excel- 



P sM Mahadtn 


lent efforts. 

Mr. Safadi, voiced his appre- 
ciation to the minister, pled ging 
to do afl in his power to serve his 
country. Mr. Safadi said be was 
thankful to all the Petra staff for 
their cooperation with him over 
the past six years. 


Irsheidat leaves for Olympics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of, 
^jfebth Saleh Irsheidat left Am-' 
tnz(n Wednesday for Spain to 
attend the opening of the summer 
ojympics in Barcelona Sunday. 
1% minister is accompanied by 
an l official delegation comprising 
the secretary general of the minis- 
try' the secretary general of the 
Jordan Olympics Committee 
(JOC) and a committee member. 

; Jordan has sent seven partici- 
pants to take part in the Olym- 
pics. They will be representing 
J&rdan in table tennis, tae kwon 
dp; athletics and target shooting. 

> Jbe athletes are: Nadia 

Rashad, Tawfiq N wiser, Ammar 
Sbeihi,Firas Jayousi, Fakreddin 


Fuad, Awwad Sreys and Khaled 
Naghawi. 

Nine officials are also accom- 
panying the delegation headed by 
JOC member Munzer A1 
Huneidi. 

The Olympic games wQl offer 
Jordan's team an opport uni ty to 
meet youth and sports officials 
from Arab conn tries taking part 
in the event and to discuss res- 
toration of inter- Arab sports rela- 
tions, said the minister in a state- 
ment before departure. 

Dr. Irsheidat expressed hope 
that the Jordanian athletes mil 
win medals especially those for 
the tae kwon do and athletics 
events. 


Landslide delays opening 
of the Amman-Irbid road 


^iMMAN (J.T.) — The opening 
of the Amman- Jerasb-Irbid road, 
which was expected by the begin- 
ning of October, will be delayed 
for at least two more months doe 
to a landslide this week, Jordan 
Television reported Wednesday. 
It said die landslide, which 


landslides have occurred in the 
past, the last iu 1971 which des- 
troyed a bridge over the Zarqa 
River and closed the Amman- 
Jerash road. 

The contracting company 
working on the project 
tqok place in a mountain pus area announced earlier Jhat .the road 
l'^BinfeW BjUfff 22frqa River^; Will Bfe'Opeh for'ff^c'nfpctober ' 
uncaused -byTiistafftlity in ih^briednfe^dh with fwcT lanes, 

raf geol ogicaJ strhla andThe exi$t,v^ SiiperviHiig engineers at : the ate' 
ence of several water-springs M. -told JTV that tilings have now 
the foot of the mountain. These become complicated because 


springs, JTV said in its report, 
had soaked the mountain with 
water and caused cracks in its 
^gcks. 

“The report said that several 


construction work will be halted 
until 250,000 cubic metres of 
rocks and mud are removed from 
the area and studies on the causes 
of the landslide are finalised. 


Al Hussein summer youth 
amp to open soon in Ajioun 


o 


AMMAN (Petra; — The 
Ministry of Youth Wednesday 
announced that it will open Al 
Hussein Summer Camp for 
male youths in Ajioun at the 
end of July which wl' be 
attended by Jordanian youths. 

The week-long programme 
includes tours to various 
archaeological cultural, scien- 
tific sites in Jordan, meetings 
with Jordanian officials, semi- 
nars, lectures and recreational 
and sports activities, according 
to ministry officials. 

They said that Minister of 
jjpfoutb Saleh Irsheidat has set 
up a supervisory committee,* 
led by Jiries Haddad, to orga- 
nise activities for the young 
men. 

Earlier this month, the 


ministry organised a similar 
programme for summer activi- 
ties for young women from 
Jordan, those living in Jordan 
and abroad. 

In Karak, Mohammad 
Sqour, Secretary General of 
tiie Ministry of Soda! Develop- 
ment, opened a voluntary sum- 
mer camp organised by the 
Muta Special Education Cen- 
tre in Karak. It is organised in 
cooperation with the Queen 
Alia Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF). 

The week-long activities in- 
clude training in engraving 
copper and glass, book bind- 
ing, farming, construction and 
decoration of homes, physical 
training, and scouting. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Oman 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Wednesday a 
cable to Sultan Qaboos Ben Saeed to congratulate him in his 
_name and on behalf of the Jordanian people and government on 
'Oman's Nahda day. King Hussein wished. Sultan Qaboos good 
! health' and soccesss in leading the Omani people to a further 
! prosperous future. King Hussein also expressed pride in the 
iborttaeriy relations between Jordan and Oman. 


: Plums to be imported from occupied 
ilands 

‘AMMAN (Petra) — The board of directors of the Agricultural 
•Marketing Corporation has decided to allow the import of plums 
;from occupied Ramallah, Tulkarem and Nablus as of July 15 until 
•Aug. 10. Hie decision limits the imports to 75 kilogrammes of 
•plums for each dunum of land. It also allowed the import of plums 
'from Hebron area as of Aug. 10 until Oct. 30. It decided also to 
! allow the import of a two-car load of cactus fruit daily from 
; Ramallah area as of July 20 until Aug. 20. 


[World Bank delegation arrives 

‘AMMAN (Petra) — A World Bank delegation headed by its 
^vice-president for the Middle East and North Africa region 
^arrived in Amman Wednesday to follow np issues pertaining to 
‘ *the bank’s relations with Jordan, the economic reforms program- 
me and fixture projects which the bank could fi na n ce. THe 
delegation will meet with senior officiate t ■? be briefed on Jordan’s 
economic and. social development pr«» amines. 







Crown Prince outlines Jordan’s domestic, regional affairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — In an address to the Royal 
Command and Staff Academy on Wednesday, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Wednesday 
OBtfined Jordan’s efforts at the domestic, regional 
rad international levels and its vital role im the 
Middle East region. 

The Middle East region b passing through a 
crucial security, political and economic era, en- 
tailing signs of new hopes for easing tension 
among nations of the world. Bat at the same time 
the region fa sh owin g seeds of new c ompli ca t ions, 
the Grown Prince noted in his address to the 
officers about to graduate from the academy. 

He said that Jordan ties in the heart of the 
troubled Middle East region. Answering questions 
about prospects for healing the rift wi thin the 


Arab countries, the crown Prince noted that 
Jordan has been playing a historic rote in this 
regard. The Arab World, be noted, was parti- 
tioned into mini-states against the wifl of the Arab 
masses and contrary to the principles and goals of 
the Great Arab Revolt, wfakh broke out earlier 
this century, and sought Arab unity and liberation 
from foreign domination. 

The Prince lamented the present state of affairs 
and the relations among Arab countries, describ- 
ing them as taking the form of mere cont a ct s at 
international conferences where the Arab stales 
are represented. He said that Jordan’s position 
remains in fine with tire principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt 


Romanian ambassador Says Jordanian 
ownership of companies could boost ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — At least 400 
Jordanian companies are operat- 
ing in Romania, and Romanian 
officials hope that, the number 
will grow, according to Romania’s 
new ambassador to Jordan Anton 
Pascale. 

The Romanian government is 
ready to support Jordanian pri- 
vate sector investment in Roma- 
nia, whidi can absorb a great deal 
of industries and trade now that 
its decades-long centralised eco- 
nomic system is over and the 
country is adopting a market eco- 
nomy, said the ambassador in a 
statement Wednesday. 

Romania’s exports to Jordan 
reached $30 million annually 
while its export of Jordanian pro- 
ducts stands at $5 million annual- 
ly. He said the Romanian govern- 
ment is now contemplating a 
number of ways to adjust the 
balance of trade through more 
Romanian imports of Jordanian 

products.- -r-.-r.m ■■ r :-r 

■Romania is now; contemplating 
the purchase of more Jordanian 


phosphates and .to expand the 
volume of trade exchanged be- 
tween the two nations,. said the 
ambassador. 

He said that new laws and 
regulations in Romania made in- 
vestors and businessmen from 
Jordan and other countries 
rushing into Romania to invest 
their money and start fresh trade 
ties with the country. 

The government has lately de- 
cided to transfer many of its formerly 
central-controlled businesses to 
the private sector, and at present 
15,000 major industrial 
businesses are being transformed. 
The ambassador added that 
shares are available for Roma- 
nians, Jordanians and other 
nationalities. Indeed, Jordanian 
ownership of Romanian com- 
panies would greatly contribute 
towards enhancing . Romanian- 
Jordanian relations, he said. 

Mr. Pascale noted that the 
Romanian government has estab-.- 
lished.a. speciaL bank tQ finance, 
i m port s and exports to help mer- 


chants and businessmen boost 
their operations. 

Referring to Romanian-. 
Jordanian cultural relations, the 
ambassador said that 10,000 
Jordanian students have already 
graduated from Romanian uni- 
versities and 900 others are pur- 
suing higher studies in Romanian 
universities. Romania, he added, 
welcomes any number of Jorda- 
nian students as there is no ceiling 
to acceptance of Jordanian stu- 
dents. 

Mr. Pascale reiterated his 
country's firm support for Jor- 
dan’s Middle East policies, noting 
the Bucharest continues to back 
the Arab people in their struggle 
to liberate their occupied terri- 
tory through peace negotiations 
that can guarantee the return of 
all the occupied Arab lands to 
their legitimate owners. 

He a Iso said that his country 
was now malting preparations for 
political parliamentary, elections, 
the second since , the Romanians 
opted for democracy.* 


DEF draft passed; suggestion law be 
‘compatible with Islam’ stirs debate 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Wednesday 
endorsed a draft law on the De- 
velopment and Employment 
Fund (DEF)-1992 as presented 
by the government following 
lengthy debates of each article. 

Debate of a number of articles 
in the law were heated, particu- 
larly after some deputies sug- 
gested that a danse “stipulating 
that the law-should be compatible 
with Islam" be added. 

Some of the deputies’ sugges- 
tion was made by tbe house's 
legal committee, but opposed by * 
other deputies when tbe draft law 
was discussed. 

At the end, tbe clause and 
other controversial clauses in the 
law were not added. 

The cabinet last month 


approved the draft law, which 
aims to replace'the Development 
and Employment Fund that has 
existed over the past three years. 
The main functions of tbe new 
fund will be: 

— - providing direct and indirect 
funds to individuals and families; 

— providing funds to municipal 
and rural councils to cany out 
necessary infrastructure projects 
to promote productive opera- 
tions; 

— providing financing to govern- 
ment agencies in accordance with 
the conditions set by the fund’s 
board of directors to support 
social development projects in 
rural regions provided these aim 
at increasing local participation in 
productive activities or creating 


labour-oriented projects which 
will offer employment to people 
from the low-income groups; 

— rehabilitating people and 
enabling them to take np profes- 
sions as well as improving the 
performance of professionals in 
certain sectors; 

— assisting local individuals and 
voluntary institutions to develop 
their capabilities; 

— conducting scientific research 
and field studies to obtain data 
for projects that could help attain 
the objectives related to the 
fund's laws; and; 

— coordinating efforts with all 
institutions working in productive 
social work so as to forestall 
duality in financing * 1 estab- 
lishing projects. 


Japanese volunteer group debates 
whether to continue work in Iraq 


By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Japan-based 
peace group that has worked 
towards easing the suffering of 
the Iraqi people for two years, 
will have to decide whether to 
end its work or to continue de- 
spite the- difficulties the group 
faces, according to one of the 
members. 

Peace Action Network, a non- 
governmental organisation 
(NGO) founded against the 
almost unanimous vote for a 
military solution to the Gulf cri- 
sis, visited Iraq last April with 
convoys of medidne and milk — 
in what may be its last mission. 

“We are working under a lot of 
difficulty," 27-year-old Tomoe 
Murakami acknowledged. She is 
heading to Japan Sunday to meet 
with the 29 other members in 
order to come to an agreement. 

“Our main problem is being 
able to obtain a visa to enter 
Iraq," she added, noting that the 
group had to wait for two months 
until they were able to secure a 
visa for the last trip. 

Since the organisation is non- 
profit, the funds for supplies are 
raised by the people of Japan and 
each member of the group has to 
finance themselves to participate 
in themissfoa. “So it is becoming 
very difficult,’’ Ms. Murakami 
said 


Gting another example, Ms. 
Murakami said that arranging the 
groups activities in Japan is now 
complicated. “We had a success- 
ful photo exhibition recently back 
borne, but it was so difficult 
frying to rent a place to display 
the photographs," she said. 

“It is also becoming finandally 
unmanageable to receive support 
for such activities, when usually it 
is not too demanding. We always 
seem to be justifying what we are 
doing," she added. 

Peace Action Network has so 
far sent four convoys to Iraq 
totalling an amount of JD90.000 
and 30 tonnes worth of supplies. 
“We have been able to save some 
lives, especially those of babies 
who are in dire need of milk. 
More importantly, we were able 
to show the Iraqi citizens that 
there are people out there in 
support of them ... not everyone 
.is their enemy,” she recalled. 

Since the organisation was 
formed, the members have set up 
a photographic exhibition depict- 
ing three themes: Civilian facili- 
ties, people and how they are 
affected by the continuous bomb- 
ing during the Gulf war and a 
display of .demolished buildings. 
“Many people visited the exhibi- 
tion and we received positive 
feedback," Ms. Murakami recal- 
led. A lot of people left the hall 
realising thattbere is another side 
to the issue, she added. 


Tbe group was also able to 
publish a book about the situa- 
tion of Iraq along with postcards 
presenting the hospitals in Iraq 
and “death road" (the road that 
leads to Basra from the Kuwaiti 
border) among others. Addi- 
tionally, lectures on Iraq are al- 
ways given by the members to 
schools and the general public. 

If the group decides against 
continuing its mission, Ms. Mura- 
kami is contemplating the pros- 
pect of coming back to Jordan to 
work with a Japanese relief orga- 
nisation, which always needs 
more volunteers, she said. 

Ms. Murakami appears to have 
found solace among the Arab 
people. “I find that there is a 
similarity deep within me and 
your people in Jordan and Iraq. 
My grandmother's and mother 's 
generation have kept their tradi- 
tions and are facing difficulty 
adapting to modernisation." 
Identifying with that, she added: 
“I love the people here ar.d their 
traditions, as I love my family." 

Another driving force that led 
her to the Middle East was a lack 
of information and her inquisi- 
tiveness for wanting to “see real- 
ity." “If I had stayed in Japan, I 
would not have found out who 
the Arabs are,” Ms. Murakami 
said. “There are not many Arabs 
in Japan and information is li- 
mited, I wanted to see real socie- 
C ty to avoid any misjudgment." 


Jordan to host pan-Arab 
labour conference in spring 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan this 
spring will host a pan-Arab 
labour conference and a team 
from the Arab Labour Organisa- 
tion (ALO) is expected in Am- 
man soon to pave the way for the 
meeting, according to Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti. 

The spring conference will be 
attended by delegates represent- 
ing governments, employers and 
workers in tbe Arab countries, 
and the ministry of labour is 
cooperating wife local labour un- 
ions and employers to offer all 
facilities ensuring the confer- 
ence’s success, the minister said 
at a meeting with Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry President Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan on Wednes- 
day. 

Discussions dnring the meeting 
covered topics related to Jorda- 
nian and non-Jordanian workers 
employed in tbe country and 
means of reducing the unemploy- 


ment. 

The minister was quoted by 
Reuter Tuesday as saying that the 
number of jobless Jordanians is 
being reduced as the country 
spends and builds to adapt to the 
sudden leap in its population. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the offi- 
cial figure for job seekers had 
fallen from 127,000 last year to 
below 100,000. 

Tbe minister and Mr. Abu 
Hassan discussed unemployment, 
the local labour market needs, 
vocational training programmes 
and other related topics. 

Mr. Kabariti urged tbe cham- 
ber to cooperate more closely 
with the government to find work 
for the unemployed. 
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Wrong end of equation 

THE ARABS have been urged to reciprocate the 
latest Israeli peace overtures especially its decision 
to limit its settlement plans in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Yet it is one thing to ask the Arab 
parties to the peace talks to reciprocate positive 
statements on the prospects of peace in the area 
and quite another to-call on them to end for 
example the Arab boycott of Israel so soon in the 
peace process. 

The Israeli settlement programme in the occu- 
pied Arab territories is, per se, unlawful under 
international law and contravenes the United 
Nations Charter. The Arab boycott of Israel on 
•the other hand is lawful according to international 
law, at least as long as a state of war still exists 
between Israel and its Arab neighbours. Any 
attempt to equate the two matters is therefore 
untenable legally and politically. 

There is no acceptable and legitimate way to 
equate an unlawful act by Israel with a lawful act 
by the Arab side. The international community 
most therefore look somewhere else for the 
purposes of responding positively to Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin’s admittedly promising utter- 
ances on freezing Israel’s construction projects on 
Arab lands which are aimed at housing new 
Jewish immigrants from the far corners of the 
world.' : •*■ • -*••= ■ ’* 

"The Arab parties are; indeed coming under 
increasing pressure to gjye way on confidence- 
building measures’ with a view to enhancing and 
bolstering the impending peace negotiations sche- 
duled to resume in Rome in the course of the next 
several weeks. There are, however, many possibi- 
lities open for the Arab side to do just that without 
having to yield so soon on the Arab economic 
boycott against Israel. The Arabs can simply 
make some positive statements on the prospects 
for peace in the Middle East in the wake of 
Rabin’s triumphant return to power in his coun- 
try and leave it at that until the situation on the 
ground actually changes. * 

In fact the Arab side has done just that over the 
past several days. Perhaps the uprising in the 
occupied Arab territories may be scaled down 
during the negotiations between the two sides and 
eventually stopped should the talks bear fruit. But 
for the world to ask the Arab World to end its 
economic boycott of Israel before any tangible 
result is achieved on the peace front would be 
tantamount to putting the cart before the horse. 
And that would not.be useful. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JAMES BAKER's words at a press conference in Amman before 
his departure were nice and all that they need is putting them into 
practice, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday. The paper said 
that all words and statements remain valueless if not backed by 
deeds, especially that chose statements have been repeated so 
often. In this region, we have been used to listening to American 
statements about what is right and just and about peace and the 
international legitimacy which has lately become the norm of the 
day following the Gulf crisis, said the daily. It said it is regrettable 
to find that these words and what they entail v anis h quickly from 
the scene whenever' the matter is connected with Israel's 
occupation of Arab lands in Palestine and the Zionist aggression 
on the Arab countries. U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338 have not been implemented because they mean an Israeli 

K “ it from the occupied Arab lands, the paper added. We have 
the nice words of the U.S. Secretary of State but we were 
apprehensve that these words could be a mere attempt on the 
part of the U.S. administration to win support for President Bush 
and to improve his image, the paper continued. Mr. Baker spoke 
firmly about the need for Iraq to respect the international 
legitimacy, but failed to tackle the Middle East question and 
Israel's continued occupation of Arab land with the same firmness 
and seriousness, the paper noted. It said that although we tike to 
hear the nice words of the U.S. Secretary of State, we would like 
more seriousness on the part of the U.S. administration in dealing 
with the Arsb-Israeli question and justice established in our area. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i Arabic daily tackled die situation in 
Iraq in light of the repeated U.N- attempts to enter the Iraqi 
Ministry of Agriculture, warning the woridof the consaraences of 
any fresh aggression on Iraq. Abdul Rahim Omar said that the 
United Nations is being used as a tool' by the United States to 
weaken Iraq and to level insults against the Arab Nation through 
the U.N. inspectors now stationed in front of the Iraqi muisay. 
There is danger of a fresh aggression air Iraq and the signs were 
dear in the threats issued by the U.S., Britain and France against 
Iraq, said the writer. He said that the destruction of Iraqi weapons 
was in itself a shame to the whole Arab Nation and an insult to the 
Arabs everywhere. The Americans, who are pursuing their war 
against Iraq, which started, with the raids of January 1991, have 
burnt the Iraqi crops and are now trying to prevent the 
Agriculture Ministry from supervising the Iraqi food production 
which is helping the Iraqis offeet the effects of the sanctions, said 
die writer. 


Disillusion with politics could be dangerous 


By E. J. Dionne Jr 


THE American political class is 
caught up in a trend found 
throughout the world's democra- 
cies towards grampiness, aliena- 
tion, disaffection and anger. Call 
h democratic distemper. Almost 
everywhere there is a sense that 
traditional political leaders are 
failing . 

French newspapers are filled 
with assaults on old-styie political 
leaders of all persuasions. Italians 
speak with contempt about what 
they call the “partyocracy.” 
Canada has been on the verge of 
a constitutional nervous break- 
down for years. In the ultimate 
anti-incumbent vote, Denmark 
recently voted against Europe’s 
entire political establishment by 
rejecting further union in the 
European Community. 

Why should democracies be in 
such turmoil at the very moment 
when democracy seems so trium- 
phant around the world? Why are 
democratic electorates so edgy? 

Insecurity bred by economic 
stagnation certainly has played a 
role. Lousy economies always 
mean lousy politics for incum- 
bents. And communism's col- 
lapse has disoriented the right 
and the left alike. 

The right has lost its greatest 
enemy. The left faces widespread 
scepticism over whether interven- 
tion in the economy by central 
governments can be anything 
more than watered down, Soviet- . 
style central planning. 

But the end of the cold war is 
especially jarring because it coin- 
cides with other trends that are 


disorienting the democratic 
world. Bill Clinton, take note: If 
you win, yon will inherit a slew of 
problems, many of which you will 
not be able to blame on George 
Bush or even Ronald Reagan. 

The decline of national econo- 
mies 

“Globalisation" is one of the 
buzzwords of the 1992 campaign. 
The most important economic 
transformation of die past two 
decades is the increasing ease 
with which the managers of large 
corporations — and now smaller 
ones — can move their plants 
anywhere in the world. Ditto for 
the holders of large amounts of 
capital' 

This has created all manner of ■ 
dislocation. Factory jobs, once 
the keystone of what Americans 
and Europeans thought of as a 
middle-class standard of tiring, 
can be shipped off at a moment’s 
notice. And when factories are 
mobile, national governments 
have a harder time imposing 
labour, safety and environmental, 
regulations, key ingredients in 
the political bargains that kept 
social peace. 

Yon do not have to be a Marx- 
ist to see that this amounts to a 
major power shift from democra- 
tic governments to holders of 
private capital and executives of . 
corporations. For politicians in 
democratic countries, this is a 
nightmare. They are still account- 
able to voters for the health of 
their national economies, bnt 


they have less power to set even 
bread economic policy. 

The collapse of big ideas 

If the economic moorings of 
politics have decayed, so have the 
philosophical moorings — left 
and right. 

The left still has a lot to say, 
especially about the impact of 
economic globalisation, but its 
grander themes lack the* power 
they once enjoyed. The right is a 
bit more triumphant these days, if 
only because the “Reds’’ are on 
the run. But the conservatives’ 
big ideas don’t look all that great, 
either. The Reagan and Thatcher 
revolutions have given way to the 
more modest holding actions of 
George Bush and John Major. 
American conservatives such .as 
Jack Kemp and William Bennett 
speak often and candidly about 
problems that conservatism has 
not solved, especially those of the 
poor. 

The decline of ideological illu- 
sions is, on balance, a good thing. 
As Czechoslovakia’s Vaclav 
Havel reminds us, the end of the 
ideological age — the retreat 
from the search for a “universal 
theory of the world" — means 
the end of a dangerous intellec- 
tual arrogance. But when the big 
ideas lose their power they also 
lose their capacity to mobilise 
popular loyalties. 

The impulse to fragment 

With weakened national gov- 
ernments and with the old ideolo- 


gies lacking the ability to explain 
everything, individuals and small 
groups throughout the democra- 
tic world are turning inward. On 
the left, for example, concerns 
over class and economics often 
give way to a focus on race, 
gender, and culture. On the right 
mere is a renewal of nationalism, 
and in some cases xenophobia. 

Across the spectrum voters 
mistrustful of central government 
are opting for regional move- 
ments often built on old national- 
isms. Northern Italians are seek- 
ing greater independence from 
Rome and the south, Scottish and 
Welsh nationalism is enjoying a 
modest revival, Quebec is seek- 
ing greater autonomy or inde- 
pendence from Canada, and Mr. 
Havel’s new democratic Czechos- 
lovakia seems on the verge of 
breaking in two. 

The United States is not im- 
mune. In California, some politi- 
cians want to split the state in 
three. 

The search for chokes beyond 
government and the market 

Since World War II, the poli- 
tical debate in most democratic 
countries has been dominated by 
a right versus left feud over 
whether the government or the 
market should be trusted more. 
Parties of the left look to govern- 
ment to regulate the market, re- 
distribute its proceeds, and con- 
trol what capitalists, unchecked, 
might do to the environment. 


employees, or communities. The 
oro-capitalist right has seen many 
government intrusions as _ un- 
necessary restrictions on indi- 
vidual freedom (and as antithetic- 
al to economic growth). 

That debate is likely to be with 
ns for a long time. But, as 
sociologist Alan Wolfe points out 
in his book “Whose Keeper? ” a 
debate that casts government and 
the marketplace as the main 
mechanisms of social organisa- 
tion leaves ont all those in- 
termediate institutions that are, 
in fact, the most importa nt in 
people’s lives: family, eburch, 
neighbourhood associations, 
workplace ties, unions and a vari- 
ety of informal organisations. 

Voters, in other words, don’t 
like statist “collectivism,” but 
neither do they like a radical, 
self-centred individualism that 
sees people mainly as strrvers in 
an amoral marketplace. To the 
extent that “the left” is associated 
with the first and “the right” with 
the second, voters will react by 
searching for other options that 
preserve liberty while strengthen- 
ing ties and values associated with 
community. 

Does the democratic distemper 
endangered itself? It could, espe- 
cially 3 economies began to spiral 
downward and established poli- 
tical classes were deemed by their 
electorates to be incompetent or 
worse. Bnt we have not readied 
that point yet. And steps can be 
i taken to answer some of the 
difficulties that a more compli- 


cated world poses. 

Democratic governments that 
want to regulate the pollution 
created by private companies will 
have to cooperate across interna- 
tional lines. Whatever the failures 
of the Rio conference, it was a 
first step to cooperation among 
democratic countrte towards this 
end. Tbe same approach has been \ 
helpful in regulating international • 
banking, and it could address 
issues such as worker safety and 
labour law. 

If transnational cooperation is 
the solution to some problems, 

decentralisation may be the solu- 
tion to others. There is, in princi- 
ple, no reason why the Scots or 
the Welsh or the Quebecers 
should be deprived of greater 
autonomy. On matters relating to 
trade and currency, tbe global 
economy will force them to 
cooperate with their central gov- 
ernments. But there is an array of 
issues, especially relating to 
education and cut! ure, where 
government closer to the people 
works better. 

What we can be sore of is that 
toe democratic distemper wfi] ntf- 
be cured if we pretend that it i? 
simply the product of one defec- 
tive politician or another. That 
implies that one person or one 
party ortme idea can fix what afls 
ns. It may be a tempting notion, 
during tire week of a party con- 
vention, but it is not a promise 
that any party or candidate will 
be able to keep — The Washing- 
ton Post. 


Principles guiding extradition 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


IN view of the recent request 
conveyed by the U.S., Britain 
and France to the Libyan author- 
ities for the extradition to their 
countries of Libyans accused of 
bombing in 1988 a Pan Am airlin- 
er over Lockerbie in Scotland and 
a French airliner over Chad, it is 
useful and timely to state first tbe 
main principles on extradition 
then we shall apply those princi- 
ples to the Libyan case. 

Extradition means delivery of a 
suspected or convicted person by 
tiie state of refuge, to the state in 
toe jurisdiction of Which the off- 
ence is alleged to have been 
committed or the offender has 
been convicted. 

After Libya had refused to 
surrender the Libyans, the Secur- 
ity Council passed a resolution on 
April 15, 1992 imposing sanctions 
on Libya to press it to surrender 
the two Libyans. Let us examine 
what justifications Libya has in 
refusing to comply with the 
Security Council resolution. 

General principles 

Extradition is based on toe 
princrole of mutual cooperation 
of states to combat crimes and to 
bring criminals to justice. Profes- 
sor Ian Brownlie, in his book 
“Principles of Public Internation- 
al Law" says: “In the normal case 
the process of extradition accords 
with good policy. The values of 
justice are preserved and the in- 
terest of the requesting state in 
exercising jurisdiction is recog- 
nised. Moreover, the individual is 
not allowed to escape responsibil- 
ity for the common types of 
crimes.” 

The principles governing ex- 
tradition have been abstracted 
mainly from treaty provisions 


concluded between states. With 
the exception of alleged crimes 
under international law (such as 
war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and crimes against 
peace), and in the absence of a 
treaty between the states con- 
cerned, surrender of an accused 
or of an alleged criminal cannot 
be demanded as of right. In other 
words, in general there is no 
obligation to extradite. On the 
other hand, there is. no general 
rule which forbids surrender by 
the requested state despite the 
absence of a treaty. 

Another principle concerns 
double criminality, meaning that 
the act with which the accused is 
charged must be criminal under 
the laws of both the state of 
refuge and the state requesting 
toe extradition. 

Another leading principle is 
that of speciality, according to 
which tbe person extradited by 
one state to another most be tried 
and punished exclusively for off- 
ences for which extradition had 
been requested and granted. That 
is why great care should be taken 
to define precisely the offences 
for which extradition may be 
granted. 

Extradilion may be refused if 
the requesting state is not ex- 
pected to observe reasonable pro- 
cedural standards as a result of 
which it may be feared that the 
accused will not be fairly tried. 
Furthermore, extradition will be 
refused if the person is accused of 
a political offence even where a 
treaty exists. However, in con- 
chiding treaties, states specifically 
exdude perrons accused of poli- 
tical offences or persons seeking 
asylum from persecution. Indeed 
the right of a person to seek in 


other countries asylum from 
persecution is prescribed in Arti- 
cle 14 of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights of Dec. 6, 
1948 as well as in other interna- 
tional conventions. But this right 
cannot be invoked in case of 
prosecution for non-political 
crimes or for acts contrary to the 
purposes and principles of the 
United Nations. Moreover, in 
general, states refuse to extradite 
their nationals unless there, is a 
treaty to the contrary-, -but in 
seme cases to refuse extradition 
without assuming responsibility 
for trying the suspected nationals 
is considered a dear abuse of 
power. 

Conditions for extradition 

Tbe act with which the sus- 
pected perron is charged must be 
punishable by the law of the state 
of refuge. Second, toe criminal 
act must be of a gross nature, 
such as a felony or major misde- 
meanour. Third, there must be 
sufficient evidence to arraign the 
accused before a law court or to 
support the judgement, if any, 
passed against the accused. Four, 
the criminal act has been commit- 
ted within the jurisdiction of tire 
requesting state. Fifth, before • 
complying with toe extradition 
request, toe state of refuge is 
entitled to examine tbe request to 
ascertain whether extradition re- 
quirements have been fulfilled. 

The case of surrender of the 
accused Libyans 

If we apply the above-stated 
principles and conditions to toe 
Libyan case, one may conclude 


that Libya has the right to refuse 
tbe request of toe U.S.', Britain 
and France for the extradition of 
the suspected Libyans for the 
following reasons: 

1) The Libyan constitution 
does not allow the extradition of 
Libyan nationals, which is quite 
lawful. 

2) There is no extradition trea- 
ty between Libya' and those 
states. 

3) No- -sufficient evidence^ has 
been transmitted to toe Libyan 
authorities. 'to charge . the' * sus- 
pected Libyans. 

4) Libya wanted to try the ac- 
cused in its own courts and asked 
toe concerned states to submit 
documentary or other evidence to 
substantiate their claim but they 
did not respond. Thus, although 
Libya refused to extradite its 
nationals, it was ready to assume 
its responsibility under interna- 
tional law by trying the suspected 
persons, but no proof was forth- 
coming from the requesting 
states. 

5) There is no guarantee by toe 
U.S., Britain and France that the 
two accused Libyans would re- 
ceive fair trial in either country, 
especially after those states raised 
a hue and cry in world media 
about the suspects, to tbe extent 
that they created in the public 
opinion genome prejudice against 
them. Those states have almost 
prejudged toe issue. 

Security Council resolution of 
April 15, 1992 

Tbe Security Council resolu- 
tion of April 15, 1992 and on 
sanctions against Libya is toe 
result of dear manipulation of the 


'Charter of the United Nations. In 
effect, the recent resolutions of 
the United Nations particularly 
those of the Security CouncO, are 
no longer expressing toe real will 
of the international community 
but ratter that of the main west- 
ern powers, namely the U.S., 
Britain mid France. They are 
permanent members of the 
Security Council whose prepon- 
derant influence, politically and 
financially, can sway the votes of 
: other members in their favour.- In 
this connection I wishto quote a 
relevant paragraph of an article 
written by Ersltine Gulden, the 
well-known writer and journalist, 
titled “Tbe New World Feudal 
Order” (Jordan Times July 4, 
1992). 

“The insidious abuse of the 
Charter has now been taken one 
dangerous stage further over 
Libya. The captive council has- 
been made to ignore peaceful 
redress under Chapter VI even 


when a state is performing its 
obligations under a treaty; even 
when-as laid down in Article 36.2 
it has taken a dispute to tfae_ 
International Court of Justice,^ 
toe United Nation's principal 
judicial organ. The role of the 
world court is thus now also 
• jeopardised.” 

Cambridge University Law 
Professor Marc Weller recently 
wrote .in “The European” that 
■some judges were “privately en- 
raged” by this -use of toe Security 
Council. “For in this instance the 
mechanism designed to combat 
actual acts of aggression has been 
transformed into a machinery for 
ad hoc law-making to further 
interests of individual states, and 
prejudice the decisions of tbe 
court.” ... 

The author was a lawyer hr- 
Palestine op to tbe end of the 
Mandate in 1948 and legal advi- 
sor in UNRWA headquarters in 
Beirut and Vienna. 


Tens of thousands of stateless 
face grim future in Kuwait 


By Diana 

The Associated Press 

KUWAIT — Maba Kamel, 12, 
sits in a dusty parking lot near her 
squalid home every day, selling 
candy from a plastic cart. 

The coins Miha takes home to 
her unemployed, stateless father 
help buy bread for eight brothers 
and sisters. 

“Before the invasion, I used to 
go to school, but now I can't 
because we’re very poor and be- 
cause my father can’t get work,” 
Maha said. 

She is among an estimated 
200,000 people in Kuwait known 
as bidonn, Arabic for “without," 
whose prospects after toe Gulf 
war are grim. Although they were 
born and raised in the emirate, 
their parents are of undetermined 
nationality and they are not cons-, 
idered Kuwaitis. 

The plight of the bidoun has 
worsened since the Iraqi occupa- 
tion forces were driven from 
Kuwait in February 1991. Many 
are regarded as collaborators. 

They also have fallen victim to 
the government policy of expell- 
ing now-Kuwaitis so that full 
Kuwaiti citizens will be a majority 
in their own country. 

Bidoun have long been 


Kuwait's underclass, taking low- 
level army and police jots that 
Knwaitis considered beneath 
them. They received modest 
bouses, free schooling and medic- 
al care, but not citizenship or 
legal rights. 

“They came from neighbouring 
countries and lived among us, but 
when the Iraqis invaded, they 
sided with them instead of form- 
ing a shield to protect Kuwait,” 
said Ahmad Al Jassar, the plan- 
ning minister. 

That widely repeated govern- 
ment view is disputed by toe 
bidoun, and many tell stories of 
actively helping toe anti-Iraqi re- 
sistance. 

The problem of their stateless- 
ness dates to the late 1950s. when 

many people who lived in toe 
Kuwaiti desert foiled to establish 
ritizenship. It grew when the gov- 
ernment allowed nomads from 
Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia to live and work in toe 
country without producing identi- 
fication. 

S ham Ian Al Issa, a political 
science teacher at Kuwait Uni- 
versity, said tire government be- 
gan p res suri ng bidoun to leave 
after the 1985 census Showed they 
made up 14 per cent of the 
emirate’s 2.1 milliou residents. 


Only 27 per cent were Knwaitis. 

Because the population has 
plunged to 1.2 million, the 
* 650,000 Kuwaitis now account for 
more than half, and the govern- 
ment' wants to keep it that way. 

Thousands of bidonn. were 
fired from g ov e r nm ent jobs after 
the war and hundreds are marked 
for deportation as collaborators. 

Unlike the tens of thousands of 
Palestinians who were expelled to 
their countries of origin because 
the PLO supported Iraq, stateless 
people cannot be expelled to any- 
where. The government cUhm 
the bidoun have passports, but 
hide them so they can stay in 
Kuwait and collect g en e r o us state 
benefits. 

“There’s no such thing as a 
bidoun,” said toe interior minis- 
ter, Sheikh Ahmad Al Sabah. 
'They all have passports from 
somewhere.” 

More than 10,000 bidoun fled 
to Iraq after the war’s end, when 
martial law courts imposed severe 
sentences on those who had 
joined the popular army orga- 
nised by the Iraqis. Many bidonn J 
say it was either join or be ex- 
ecuted. 

The Kuwaiti army took bad: 
only 2,000 who could prove they 
had not betrayed the emirate. 


leaving about 8,000 former sol- 
diers with no means of livelihood, 
hoping the defence ministry will 
relent. 

- Saed Mutashar, 35, an army 
private who was accepted back, 
said he did not leave his home 
daring toe occupation, fearing 
the Iraqis would arrest him for 
not registering with the popular 
army. 

“But I was lucky because my 
okl father, who is mote, could get 
around and buy food for me mid 
my family,” be said. “Iraqis 
didn’t insist on seeing his papers 
at checkpoints and they couldn't 
communicate with him.” 

Ahmad Al Shraiaan, a member 
of Kuwait’s last parliament, said 
die government “has not been 
courageous or serious about solv- 
ing this problem.” The pariia- 
ment was dissolved in 1986 for 
being too critical. 

Al Jassar, the planning minis- 
ter, said the government “is still 
studying the issue seriously and 
cautiously,” but that the bidonn 
probably will not be given 
citizenship. 

Thousands of Kuwaiti women 
married to bidoun are despair 
because they cannot pan their 
own passports or citizenship on to 
their children. - 


LETTERS 


Give it a try! 

To the Editor: 

I read Prof. Mohammad Ibrahim’s article titled Campaign agrin st 
Arabs, Islam (Jordan Times, July 21). I agree with him. I would 
like to add my point of views to his. 

The language used in the classroom, depends on who one wants 
to teach. Students who are good at science are not necessarily 
good at foreign la ng u age s. The use of native language in teaching, 
higher education gives opportunity to more people in tbe society. 

Not all students who finish higher studies must go abroad for 
academic careers. Most study sciences to work in their own 
countries and help it develop. 

By doing so they help educate toe next generation and thus 
keep toe society progressing. This domestic necessity can be very- 
well satisfied by toe use of the mother tongue. 

Social development depends on good education for the 
majority of toe people. Good native teachers are an exclusive, 
necessity to educate mOHons of pupils in the coming decades. 
Scientific seeds should be planted in students’ mind* easily and 
naturally by the use of the native language. 

• More than a hundred years ago, Waseda University in Tokyo' 
started to provide academic teaching in Japanese. At that time" 
modern scientific concepts and terms were adapted from German. 
French mid English. My Japanese brothers and sisters in that age' 
straggled hard to keep intellectual independence and technical 
advancement. The new method attracted students from rural" 
areas, who did not have toe chance or ability to use a foreign 
language, the only way, at that time towards university education.*’. 

Some used to say at the time that Japanese was not a good-, 
lan guag e for the so e n o es- A hundred years ago, Asia was an 
underdeveloped region. But now the results are stunning. Nowa-. ' 

days many new ideas come from the Japanese and world scientists 

are translating them from Japanese into their own languages. 

lo conclude, tbe question is not which language is being used,' 
but how sincere yon work in your own field. People should have 
me nght to get educated in their mother tongue. This has nothing' 
to do with religious fundamentalism. It is more related to freedom* 
ot expression. Give your people the chance to express their ideas- 
m^w^wn language. Give them tbe chance to develop their fuE 

to “k ** ***** to modem;! 

coufo b e difficult The effort to interact with other 
curares, wim moment history and religion is endless. But toe 
results cannot be but satisfying. 

Tontoe Murakami, 

Japanese volunteer worker, 
P.O. Box. 11285, 


*? t 2 incs Jenm ttontribntkms from its 
subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
52?^’ sfcooW contain the writer's full name and 
35 f fame s can l* withheld only upon 
UI,<fcr special arcmnstances. Letters are subject to 
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Hopefuls line up hoping to be next * Scarlett ' 


By Carofyn S, Carbon 

. The Associated Press 
ATLANTA — More than 

tOfiOO American women — 
qfs&das many European 
women' — have submitted 


i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i - 


photographs hoping to win 
the prized role of Scarlett 
O’Hara in the miniseries se- 
Gone With The 

r Katie Benedict drove Bom 
Alabama and waited more 
than six hours in hopes of 
earning the > coveted role of 
die Civil War heroine. 
r ‘T wanted to be sure I 
. Hasn’t behind 2,000 other 
people,” said the 19-year ■- 
Qjd, who arrived at 3:30 a.m. 
f$r the 10 a.m. casting call. 
V‘J didn’t want them to 
choose Scarlett before 1 got 
here.” 

4 Actually , she was one of 
Jptoly .about . 200 women 
ipandag in line outside the 
Atlanta Civic Centre as the 


fanned eight-hour 
lopniseries of Scarlett, last 
year’s best-selling Gone With 
The Wind segue/. 

-*lhe audition was the only 
open casting call planned for 


the United States, producer 
Robert Habni and casting 
Director Lynn Kressel said 
Thursday. 

- ‘Tve had to 
phone number in New 
seven times, ” Mr. Halmi told 
a news conference. T had 
nothing but Scarlett messages 
24 hours a day. 

Tt’s a feeding frenzy. 
We’ve tried to make some 
order in this thing.” 

Even with thousands of 
women sending in photos, 
though , the interest in the 
role doesn’t approach that 
shown for the selection of 
Scarlett in the original block- 
buster movie of 1939. 

Vivien Leigh, a relative 
unknown and British to boot, 
was chosen after a talent 
search that kept fans of the 
novel spellbound for months 
and involved screen tests of 
many major Hollywood 
actresses as well as a bevy of 
southern belles. 

Ms. Kressel said she plans 
casting sessions in New York 
and Los Angeles for profes- 
sional actresses recom- 
mended by their agents. All 
other potential Scanetts have 


been advised to show up in 
Atlanta. 

All comets got a chance to 
read a page and a half of 
dialogue from Scarlett, the 
Alexandra Ripley novel on 
which the miniseries is based. 
Promising candidates were 
expectea to read a longer bit 
of dialogue , and then the best 
wiU be screen-tested later in 
the year. 

Mr. Halmi said he is con- 
ducting an open search be- 
cause he ready wants an un- 
known for the role he consid- 
ers ’‘the epitome of the 
American female.” She 
doesn’t even have to looklike 
tiie raven-haired Mass Leigh. 

Mr. Halmi said the male 
lead, Rhett Butler, also is not 
likely to look like Clark 
Gable, Miss Leigh’s counter- 
part in the 1939 movie. T’m 
not going to have a big-eared, 
mustachioed guy,” he said. 

The casting of Butler will 
be almost as critical as Scar- 
lett because of the length of 
the miniseries, scheduled to 
be broadcast simultaneously 
in the United States and 17 
other countries in November 
1993.. 



dark GaUaand VTvfen Leigh in 
the fOm Gone With The Wind. 


Producers are looking for a 
Scarlett for the sequel 


Given up for dead, 
Japanese returns 
i after 48 years 


By Mark O’Neill 
Reuter 


if*- 


TOKYO — Shintaro Iijima 
left Japan at 14 to serve as a 
railway guard in China, dis- 
^pmr^af^fW&fTd 9 
md^-was" pfficf&liy 
nounced dead' in 1961. 

But Iijima did not die." 
Caught in the maelstrom of 
Japan’s 1945 surrender, he 
lived an assumed life as a 

€ inese coal miner for four 
cades, uncloaking his 
Japanese origins and ap- 
plying to visit bis homeland 
only two years ago. 

Iijima, 62, :vbo now lives 
with his wife and twe children 
in the dry of DalNegorsk in 
the Russian Far Bast, took an 
Aeroflot plane to Niigata, on 
Japan’s west coast, in March. 

“ When I saw the land of 
Japan Bom the air above 
Niigata, I wept and was un- 
able to speak,” be told a 
Japanese vice foreign minis- 
ter in Tokyo the night he 
arrived. 

He was met at Niigata Air- 
port by fellow members of 
the volunteer group which 
for China in 1944. They 
organised and funded his re- 
turn visit. 

; During an emotional reun- 
ion, he told them in a mixture 
of Russian and Japanese: 

; "My legs are like jelly, I 
ain’t believe I have arrived. I 
lfad always kept the hope of 
coming back. I used to sing 
Japanese songs and listen to 
the radio to keep up my 
Japanese. ” 

• Iijima returned to Russia 
at the end of May after visit- 
ing relatives, friends and 
fejniiy graves. 

‘ Born in 1930 west of 
Tokyo, he volunteered to 
Serve as a- railway guard in 
Manchuria, northeast China, 

, ^ben under Japanese control. 
The group was part of »a 
government movement tbat 
$ent millions of Japanese to 
develop Manchuria* His 

g randp arents with whom he 
pas living tried in vain to 
dscourage him. 
i In the spring of 1944, Si- 
gma was 'posted to a rural 
area close to the Soviet bor- 
der. On August. 8, 1945, the 
Soviet army invaded Man- 
churia, capturing hundreds of 
thousands of Japanese sol- 
diers. A week later Tokyo 
Surrendered. * 

1 An estimated 600,000 j 
-Japanese soldiers were taken 
*rb labour camps in Siberia 
Where about 60,000 died. The 
rest were not allowed to re- 
turn to Japan until the mid- 
1950s. 

• J Bjima’s family lost all con- 


tact with him. In March 1961, 
a court pronounced him 
among the war dead. 

Reality was different. Af- 
ter the war aided, he found 
work in a Chinese hospital. 
Bur thdoiig ’hours' mid poof 
mp^tidns^persuadedbhii 16 \ 
runaway and he took a small 
boat along the Amur River 
that divides China and 
Russia. 

The boat was intercepted 
by Soviet border guards and 
Iijima was ■ captured L Afraid 
of being caught as Japanese, 
be claimed he was a Chinese 
called Wang Guangli. 

Sentenced to three years in 
prison -for illegally trying to 
enter the Soviet Union, be 
continued to masquerade as 
Chinese, fearful tbat, if his 
identity were known, be 
woold either be sent to a 
labour camp or murdered by 
Korean prison inmates. 

On his release, he went to 
DalNegorsk, 200 kilometres 
north of the Pacific port of 
Nakhodka, where he worked 
in a coal mine. 

He later became a Soviet 
citizen, with the ethnic origin 
in bis passport given as 
Chinese, and married a Rus- 
sian woman. He did hot tell 
interviewers in Japan 
whether his wife knew, and 
helped him conceal, bis 
identity Bom authorities. 

He spoke Japanese only to 
himself and kept up his 
knowledge by singing 
Japanese songs. Fearful be 
was being watched by die KGB, 
he dared not contact 
family or friends in Japan. 

But the new era of open- 
ness brought in by former 
Soviet President MikbaiV 
Gorbachev gave him courage 
to reclaim his -identity. In 
1990 be was granted permis- 
sion to use his real name and 
was reclassified an ethnic 
Japanese. 

He applied at the Japanese 
consulate in Nakhodka to re- 
turn for a visit, meeting a 
fellow Japanese for die first 
time in 45 .years. He also 
wrote to bis family and those 
w bo bad gone with him to 
Manchuria. 

In interviews in Japan,, he 
made an emotional appeal 
for more help for his poverty- 
stricken adopted country. 

1 The Russians are good 
people, they need your 
help, ” he told one news prog- 
ramme, speaking in dear, if 
accented Japanese. 

• Just before boarding the 
ship tbat would carry him 
back to Russia, he said Japan 

• bad changed beyond recogni- 
tion. “It was completely 
beyond my imagination. ” 


Japan ’s bachelor prince may 
suffer from Charles-Di uproar 


By Abi Sekimitsu 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Any well-bred 
young woman toying with the 
idea of marriage to Japan’s 
Crown Prince Naruhito must 
have bad second thoughts af- 
ter the lurid London press 
allegations about Princess Di- 
anas marital problems ■: 

JTt iain ’t easy being a' prin- 
cess,” read the cautionary, 
headline in one Tokyo week- 

5 7 magazine. The message: 
dining the royals can drive 
nicegirls to tears and despair. 

The palace drama starring 
the reportedly feuding Prince 
and Princess of Wales has 
found a ready echo in the 
Japanese press, muzzled for 
months from speculating on 
who, and when, bacnelor 
Prince Naruhito wiU wed. 

Snippets from Diana: Her 
True Story, the book by 
Andrew Morton which trig- 
gered the frenzy in the British 
press, have been liberaly 
quoted in Japanese weeklies 
feasting on scandal about 
dazzling Princess Di. 

One magazine 
its acquisition of "exclusive 
advance publishing rights” 
for a translation of Diana: A 
Princess And Her Troubled 
Marriage, a biography by 
Nicholas Davies. 

A Tokyo television net- 
work sent a 61m crew to 
London to join in the media 
scrutiny of the 11-year mar- 
riage of Prince Charles, heir 
to the British throne, and 
31-year-old Diana. 


Clearly the British royal 
scandal has proved a godsend 
to Tokyo’s newsmongers, 
frustrated by a media black- 
out — imposed at the request 
of the imperial palace — on 
32-year-old Prince Naruhito ’s 
quest for a bride. 

The short, shy-looking 
Prince Naruhito, heir to an 
ih^naJTmk'' which tradition 
tiat^ ‘bac^:to th e sUrrgod-' 
dess Amaterasu, said in his 
20s tbat be wished to' marry 
by the time he was 30. 

It never happened, despite 
headlines linking him at one 
time or another with the 
daughters of various promin- 
ent Japanese families and 
even, briefly, with American 
actress Brooke Shields. 

When Prince Naruhito’s 
30th birthday came and went 
in 1990, the tabloid press 
began io examine what had 
gone wrong. 

One plausible theory was 
that no eligible modem- 
minded young woman could 
face the idea of entering the 
fussy, tradition-bound 
rial court and saying goodbye 
to a normal life of relative 
privacy. 

Always in the background 
is the sad case of Prince 
Naruhito’s mother. Empress 
Michiko, the daughter of a 
wealthy miller who under- 
went a striking physical trans- 
formation after she married 
then-Crown Prince Akihito 
in 1959. 

The nation’s heart sank as 
the (banning ' commoner princess * 
grew giant a ad sombre as 



PrinemManabHo 

rumours swirled of her sub- 
jugation by the old empress, 
Nagako, behind the im- 
penetrable wall of the mo- 
ated Imperial Palace. There 
were hints of a nervous 
breakdown. 

Such gossip is anathema to 
the Bercely protective cour- 
tiers of the Imperial House- 
hold Agency. They sought 
total secrecy for their highly 
delicate search for Prince 
Naruhito’s bride. 

The agency prevailed upon 


Japan s main media organisa- 
tions earlier this year to set 
ground rules on how the 
prince’s search for a princess 
should be covered. 

The resulting blackout, vir- 
tually an imperial gag order, 
has been in force for months 
with no sign of an engage- 
ment. 

Unfortunately for the 
palace, all the pent-up media 
energy seems to have boiled 
over into sensationalist 
coverage of the British royal 
court turmoil, which could in 
turn blither complicate the 
Tokyo matchmaking. 

One weekly published a 
long list of young women 
royals who, like Princess Di- 
ana, appear to have found it 
difficult to lead a life ruled by 
stuffy protocol in the un- 
blinking gaze of the scandal- 
oriented tabloids. 

Japanese women’s maga- 
zines . meanwhile, concocted 
features mixing their obvious 
sympathy for Princess Diana 
ana her allegedly troubled , 
lonely life with the results of 
reader polls on what nice girls 
should look for in a perfect 
marriage things like intimacy , 
mutual respect and family 
bonding. 

The message is dear: Steer 
dear of the aristocracy. 

Prince Naruhito himself is 
well aware of this. 

T think anyone would 
have second thoughts,” he 
said earlier this year. “The 
palace is a difficult place to 
enter because in some ways it 
is still backward.” 


2 ) 
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Hong Kong and the 
Zerka free zone — 
The experience of a 
reporter in the desert 

By Mermen* Murad 

AN IMAGE of Hong Kong hung over the minds of two 
reporters as they headed towards Jordan’s Free Zone at 
Zerka last week.- Alas, the picture of a lively and rich 
island, where foods were traded speedily and freely, 
quickly gave way to a reality of several government 
bureaucrats guarding and operating what is more like a 
security complex than a duty free zone. 

The change in imagery began just as the reporters’ car 
drove past a long tine of waiting cars and trucks in the 
middle of the Jordanian desert, where a stench from some 
processing plant permeated the air. 

At the gate, the process of visiting was luckily simple and 
easy. A guard asked the journalists, a local and a foreigner, 
where they were going, and they responded by saying that 
they wanted to see the man in charge. So, the poor guard 
waved them in, oblivious of w bat had waited in store for 
him . 

The journalists arrived at the building housing the main 
offices and were duly led to the deputy director of the 
so-called Inspections’ Department, who wasted no time in 
asking them what they were there for and started to write 
down a form detailing their names, the newspapers they 
worked for and the purpose of their visit. Then came the 
all-too-important question: “ How did you get past the 
gate? The intimidation process had started. 

The two reporters, now taken to and arrived at the 
director’s office, were asked to sit down and watch while 
the man who let them in through the gate was brought in. 
The by-now scared poor guard heard a lecture on his 
laxness and his failure to do his job at tbe gate before be 
was warned that such behaviour could never be repeated, 
or else ... “Even regular information tbat you could 
possibly receive from the man on the street or from any 
newspaper you will not be able to receive Bom me,’ tbe 
director immediately told the two waiting journalists. 

Tbe audience included bis two assisstants and several 
other people waiting to see him. He proceeded to explain 
that journalists were required to get written permission 
Bom tbe headquarters in Amman and then be escorted by 
one of their staff to tbe Bee zone before information about 
tbe operation of tbe zone could be given out. But when one 
of tbe reporters reminded him that a story had just been 
written by a colleague from within the zone he had this to 
say: ‘Three people lost their jobs because of that report. ” 

However, having made it that far tbat day, the other 
reporter tried to save tbe situation by suggesting obtaining 
authorisation over the phone and proceeded to make the 
necessary calls. During that time, a middle-aged man in a 
bedouin outfit suggested that the “ American ” and the 
“ Jerusalemite " should be invited to lunch. 

By now the two journalists realised tbat there was not 
any information to be obtained in tbat office. They had 
specifically said that they were not interested in any 
“secret” information but only in tbe types of procedures 
required of *~aders to trade in tbe free zone. 

As they were leaving the building, however, they were 
lucky enough to run into a businessman they knew. 

As he started explaining to them that tbe measures were 
now stricter and tbat the free zone has become air-tight as 
far as smuggling in concerned (whether to the local market 
or to neighbouring states), one of the employees came over 
and asked the two journalists to return to the director’s 
office “ and quickly.” 

There, the reporter who took notes was asked to band 
over her notes because T want to read them.” The 
journalists obviously refused to do any such thing explain- 
ing tbat this information was collected while talking to 
people outside his office and that they were private papers. 
He finally budged, but not before asking his employees to 
make sure tbat the car carrying the journalists was escorted 
out of the “free” zone at once. 

The reporters did finally leave the “free zone , ” their 
bags seandied and all. 


Asterix races to rescue dying Alpine culture 


By Andrew Long 

Reuter 

CHUR, Switzerland — 
Asterix the Gaul, comic book 
scourge of the Roman army, 
is helping to. save an ancient 
Latin language and culture 
■Bom extinction. . 

The 2,000 year-old 
Romansh language is spoken 
in the Alpine valleys of 
Gran buen den, tbe canton 
(province) famous for exclu- 
sive ski resorts such as St 
Moritz. 

As city jobs hue. people 
from their mountain villages, 
the number of Romansh 
speakers has dwindled to 
around 50,000 Swiss, or less 
than one per cent of the 
population. 

Bat efforts to preserve 
Romansh have sparked con- 
troversy in this complez, mul- 
tilingual nation. 

Gosdnny and Uderzo’s 
Asterix adventure Asterix In 
Switzerland is printed in 
Rumantscb Grischun, a hyb- 


rid language created from 
Romansh’s five written 
idioms: SmsOvan, Vafiader, 
Surmiran, Pater and SutsD- 
van. 

Supporters of Rumantscb 
Grischun, devised by Zurich 
Professor Heinrich Schmid in 
1982, say it is the only chance 
to reverse the decline of 
Romansh language and cul- 
ture. 

Bernard Cathomas, secret- 
ary of tbe Lia Rumantscha 
(Romansh League), likens 
tbe plight of minority lan- 
guages to the process or natu- 
ral selection: Giants such as 
English or French must even- 
tually IdU of smaller, weaker 
species like Romansh. 

‘Tt’s tike when a rare Bow- 
er becomes extinct. Tbe 
world becomes poorer, loses 
some of its colour, and tbe 

least we can do is try to delay 
the inevitable” he said in an 
interview. 

The Lia, funded partly by 
the Swiss government , wants 


to use tbe new language to 
reunite now scattered 
Romansh communities. 

Recognising tbat children 
are the language’s future, it 
hopes the comic books will 
educate them to use 
Rumantscb Grischun early. 

Asterix visits the ancient 
Helvetians (Swiss) in Asterix 
Ed Us Hefvets (Asterix In 
Switzerland), set ironically at 
the dawn of Rhaeto- 
Romansh civilisation in tbe 
first century B.C. 

Not surprisinzly, he finds 
“ pw&tualitad ” (punctuality), 
“ buna aria ” (mountain air) 
and “stailalva” (edelwiess) 
bat looks in vain for “chas- 
chiel setrza foras ” (cheese 
without boles). 

The new language is steadi- 
ly winning official approval. 
But opponents have pro- 
toted to tbe government, 
turning tbe issue from a local 
linguistic row into a national 
political debate. 

Language is an emotive,- 
complex issue in Switzerland, 


a tiny country which has 
three official languages: 
French, Italian and German. 

Romansh does have tbe 
status of being the fourth 
“national language” — con- 
ferred as a gesture of solidar- 
ity with tbe mountain-bound 
Romanish people in 1938 as 
the clouds of war gathered 
over Europe. 

But supporters say such 
status is not enough. They 
want Romansh co-billed with 
the other three as an official 
language. 

German speaker make up 
some 74 per cent of the 
population, French 20 per 
cent and Italian five percent. 
Most also speak German, Ita- 
lian or Romansh dialects. En- 
glish is widely used as a ling- 
ua franca. 

In most of Switzerland, ev- 
erything Bom driving licences 
to washing powder bears in- 
formation in French, German 
and Italian. In Chur, the can- 
ton’s capital, German, not 
Romansh, is tbe norm. 


Official language status 
would confer vital legal pro- 
tection cm a culture that has 
suffered centuries of gradual 
decline since the Romans 
annexed what was then 
Rbaetia in 15 B.C. 

Romansh evolved over tbe 
centuries from Latin and tbe 
heal Rhaetian and Celtic di- 
alects , splitting into five 
idioms and countless dialects. 
Sister languages also survive 
in Italy. 

Rumantscb Grischun is de- 
signed to complement, not 
compete with tbe five idioms. 
It already has its own diction- 
ary, grammar and flourishing 
local literature. 

But children are taught 
Romansh only until the age 
of 10 I, when German takes 
over. It is rarefy taught at 
universities and there are 
only four Romansh newspap- 
ers, none daily. 

Romansh was added to the 
Swiss passport in 1989 and 
has appeared on Swiss cur- 


rency since tbe mid 1970s. 

Despite opposition pro- 
tests, the government says if 
will go on with its experiment 
of using Rumantscb Grischun 
as the language of com- 
munication with cantonal au- 
thorities. 

Proposed changes to the 
Swiss constitution may at last 
give legal foundation to the 
motion of a four-language 
Switzerland”, and perhaps 
give Graubeuenden and 
other cantons greater auton- 
omy over the use of lan- 
guages in their territories . 

But the changes would 
have to be put to a national 
popular vote, and even then 
Romansh would only become 
a “partially official” language 
— for government-can ton re- 
lations only. 

Mr. Cathomas remains de- 
termined. ’Language is more 
than just communication,” 
be says, it is one’s soul, one’s 
mots, one’s identity. It must 
be preserved.” 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, July 23 

830 The Simpsons 
9:10 NJBA. Basketball 
1030 News In English 
1009 Movie Of The Week 
I Was A Mail Order Bride 
Starring: Ted Wassand Ken 


Kate is a young and attractive 
journalist who is forced by 
her boss , the editor of a 
women's magazine, to place a 
marriage advertisement in 
the magazine. A young man 
answers her marriage propos- 
al. 


Friday, July 24 

830 Please Don't Eat The 


We're Bigger Than They Are 

Who can tell the difference 
between the twins? 

9:10 BJV.G. 

Ghosts 

1030 News In English 


1030 Inspector Morse 

Deceived By Flight 

Inspector Morse solves the 
mystery of two murders with- 
in a cricket team. 

Saturday, July 25 


830 Super Bloopers And New 
Practical Jokes Ep. 9. 

9:00 Encounter 

9:30 Saturday Variety 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film 

Johnny Belinda 

Starring: Richard Thomas 
and Dennis Qnaid 

The story of a deaf young 
gir l who kills the man who 
raped her. 

Sunday, July 26 

830 Wings 

Joe and Brian think they 
saw a UFO during a night 
Right. 

9:00 Otympks-Uve 


Gymnastic 

1030 News In English 
10:20 Olympics — Summary 

Monday, July 27 

830 Close To Home 
As One Door Opens 
9:10 A Perfect Hero 
10:00 News In E nglish 
10:20 Strauss Family 
Emilie 

Although he is married to 
Anna, Johan Strauss falls in 
love with a girl called Emily. 
Strauss and his mistress have 
children and his elder son 
Johan Jr. discovers their ex- 
istence. 

•Tuesday, July 28 

830 Acropolis Now 

Easter Greek Style 

Elizabeth prohibits her 
friend and employer Jim 
Rom betting on horse races 
because she does not want 
him to waste his money and 
the restaurant's profits on 


betting: 

930 Mr. Bean 
930 Tecx 

The Wine Business 
1030 News In English 
10:20 Olympics Uve 
1130 Oscar Film 

The Happy Ending 

Starring: Jean Seamons and 
John Forsythe 

A story about a woman who 
cannot achieve happiness af- 
ter 15 years of marriage. 

Wednesday, July 29 

830 Olympics 

Swimming Final 

930 Wednesday Forum 

1030 News In En g li s h 

10:20 Olympics Judo Final 

1130 In A ChBd's Name 

When the badly beaten 
body of Theresa is found, the 
number one suspect is her 
husband .■ 


Dutch dictionary nears 
completion — after 100 years 


By Caroline Brothers 
Reuter 

LEIDEN , The Netherlands 
— More than a century since 
Volume A was published . 
lexicographers have nearly 
finished the Gist historical 
dictionary of modem Dutch. 

“We are now at the end of 
■W ... that should be ready 
by Christmas,” said Editor- 
In-Chief Fons Moerdik. 
“ Some of our editors have 
already begun work on the 
first words of Z.”’ 

Five generations of editors 
have culled references and 
quotations from 10,000 
sources to Gil the 36 volumes 
and 619 instalments pub- 


lished so far. 

When complete, the dic- 
tionary will cover every word 
used in Dutch between 1500 
and 1921, listing the origin 
and development of mean- 
ings and giving examples of 
usage. 

The Gist part of Volume A 
was published in 1864, and 
the full volume 110 years ago. 
Mr. Moerdik hopes the Gnal 
instalment of *Z” will be out 
by 1998. 

Priced at 1,500 guilders 
($880) in paperback or 2,000 
guilders ($1,170) in bard cov- 
er , the dictionary has a 
potential world readership of 
about 20 million Dutch 


speakers. 

The dictionary is similar to 
the Oxford English Diction- 
ary which was published in 
1928 after a mere 44 years' 
preparation. But the Dutch 
dictionary has more collo- 
quialisms and quotations , 
Mr. Moerdik said in an inter- 
view. • '• ■■■*■ 

A team of editors compiles 
the quotations collected by 
researchers at the Institute 
for Dutch Lexicology in this 
ancient university town. 

So far the dictionary spans 
40,000 pages and stands three 
metres high when all volumes 
are stacked. 

It is estimated to contain 


between 500,000 and a mil- 
lion words, but nobody 
knows exactly bow many en- 
tries there are. 

“ The -first volumes have 
lots of entries printed beside 
rather than below one 
another, and that makes 
them difficult to count You 
can 't make a reliable, estimate 
of how many - words there 
are . " Mr. Moerdik said. 

As betits a nation of far- 
mers and barge-owners, the 
longest entry totals 43 pages 
for the word “ trekken ,*’ 
meaning to pull , closely fol- 
lowed by 38 pages for the 
Dutch word for “foot” and 27 
for “water” 


Japanese anguish over 
foreigners in the bath-house 


By Mark O’neUl . 

Reuter 

KOFU, Japan — Foreigners 
just have no idea bow to 
behave in a public bath — 
they wear underpants in the 
tub, wash out their clothes 
and lie around smoking. 

So saying, a public bath- 
house in this pretty Japanese 
city in April barred entry to 
non-Japanese, causing 
embarrassment among city 
fathers who, Hke many coun- 
terparts across Japan, are 
keen to promote an image of 
internationalisation. 

The Kami-Isbida Bath- 
House pot up the ban notice 
after complaints from long- 
term local customers and said 
they feared catching diseases 
by sharing the tub with the 
newcomers. 

It stayed up from a month 
until a national newspaper 
got wind of it 

Faced with damaging pub- 
licity, the city health depart- 
ment intervened, persuading 
the bath-hoase to remove the 
notice and produce printed 
leaflets in English, Chinese- 
and other languages to ex - 
ylain Japanese bathing 


The Kami-Isbida Bath- 
House is not the only estab- 
lishment to have barred non- 
Japanese. A hotel in neigh- 
bouring Nagano prefecture 
has put up a notice banning 
illegal foreign workers from 
its bath-house, while a games 
centre in a Tokyo suburb has 
excluded foreigners, saying 
they spent long hours there 
without spending any money. 

These bans are aimed 
essentially at the mainly 


Asian immigrants who have 
flooded into Japan since 1986 
to the dirty, menial jobs in 
factories, construction sites , 
bars and , restaurants which 
affluent Japanese no longer 
wish to do. 

Explaining his exclusion 
notice , Kami-Ishida Manager 
Nobuhiro Takahashi said 
foreigners were ignorant of, 
or just ignored, traditional 
Japanese bath-house etiquet- . 

. te - 

This lays down that you 
first shower, washing and 
tinting yourself thoroughly 
using the taps surrounding 
die bath, and only then, com- 
pletely naked, do you enter 
the tub, where you relax, 
chat, curse your boss or just 
day-dream. 

Taking a dip in your under- 
wear or covered in soap is 
just not on. 

Kami-Ishida is a modem 
bath-house with indoor and 
■outdoor tubs surrounded by 
decorative coloured rocks. 
Well-scrubbed and relaxed 
after a Jong immersion, cus- 
tomers can stroll just a tew 
yards to sushi bar run by the ■ 
same management 

The banning notice Was 
partly a result of the acute* 
need to attract more clients, a 
dil emma facing all 28 bath-, 
houses left in Kofu, a city of 
200,000m Yamanasbi Prefec- 
ture which only twO decades 
ago boasted about 70. 

Bath-houses used to be a 
necessity for millions of 
Japanese, but now nearly all 
homes have baths, so surviv- 
ing establishments must rely 
on the poor,- on students, 
foreign workers and those 
who go simply to enjoy the 


space, comfort and sociabil- 
ity. 

“We are in a declining 
industry,” said Harnji Tana- 
ka, 69, whose family started 
the Takenoyu Bath-House in 
another part of Kofu back in 
1928. Mr. Tanaka has seem 
his weekly clientele drop over 
the past year from 1J200 to 
1 , 000 . 

The Takenoyu Bath- 
House, too, has received 
complain fcs about foreigners. 

One evening a year ago, 
Mr. Tanaka’s daughter Masa- 
ko explained, a Japanese 
woman emerged Rom the 
sauna said she and other cus- 
tomers would no longer come 
to the bath-house because 
they did not want to enter the 
tub after the Asians. 

“Even if they say they do 
not have AIDS, we don’t 
know what kind of illnesses 
they have ” the woman said 
angrily. “In future, I will take 
a bate at home. ” 

For the Tanakas, facing a 
declining clientele and the 
cost of putting children 
through university, it was a 
painful dBenuna. 

Ms. Nasako learned Rom 
the local health department 
that AIDS could not be trans- 
mitted in a bate. The family 
decided it could not exclude 
foreigners. 

“We never had this prob- 
lem before with whites,” she' 
said. 

“No-one complained about 
teem, but they do about peo- 
ple with dark skin. We feel 
tee same towards all fore- 
igners but, unfortunately, 
many Kofu people look up to 
Mutes and down on other 
Asians , people Rom the Mid- 


dle East and Africans.” 

Husband Toshio recalled 
how it took 15 minutes to 
persaude two Iranians, who 
wash dishes in a city hotel, 
that they must remove teen 
underpants before entering 
tee tub. While tey debated, 
tee other customers looked 
on in amazement 

There were just 2,182 fore- 
igners living legally in Kofu at 
the end of 1985. By the end 
of last year , the number had 
risen to 6£12 — not counting 
the hundreds of Iranians, 
Pakistanis and South East 
Asians living there illegally. 

Toshio said only a small 
number of foreigners Booted 
Japanese customs, and they 
should be taught the correct 
way to behave. 

“ But people have pre- 
judices. They think all the 
Asian men are illegal work- 
ers, that all Asian women 
work in bars and all Euro- 
peans and Americans dress in 
suits and have white collar 
jobs.” 

One Chinese, who works 
in a local watch factory and 
often goes to public bath- 
houses, had little sympathy 
for local prejudices. 

“Japanese should not be so 
arrogant,” he said. “They 
don't mind about Asian 
women when they go on sex 
tours in Bangkok and Man- 
ila. After World War II, they 
used prostitutes to attract 
U.S. soldiers to bath-houses 
and earn foreign exchange. 

" They weren't so con- 
cerned about cleanliness 
then. But, now they have 
become a big economic pow- 
er, they start to look down on 
their neighbours,” he added. 


The diet 


ByB. Yaghi 

During summer, many things melt with tee beat, but. one 
infalli ble condition refuses to be influenced by an increase 
in temperature and this state is known in tee layman's term 
as extra weight Emily, a member of those happy persons 
who never worry about, weight because her condition is past 
tee bounds of hope, decided to go on a diet. The day before 
the tragedy of losing those extra pounds took place, Emily 
rushed out to tee supermarkets to purchase the needed 
items. Some of the foods she bought were: artificial 
sweeteners with Aspartame, diet pepti , whole wheat 
bread, chicken , fish tuna, lots of watermelon and split 
lentils. 

That night, as she prepared her last normal meal , she sat 
with her children and husband enjoying the last rites of 
human food. One of her children turned to her and said: 
“Mom. are you really determined to stick with this diet?” 

With unwavering determination, she asserted: “Of 
course, why shouldn't I?” 

Her husband eyed her with obvious cynidm and one 
raised brow, “Are yon really going to stick with your diet? I 
don't think you can do it, but teen sometimes when you 
make up your mind you often achieve surprising results!” § 

She looked scornfully at everyone and boasted : “Yes, 
j Pm determined to Jet nothing stop or tempt me. Wait and 
see!” 

But Emily was the, only one in her family on a diet She 
still whipped up regular meals for her famished husband 
and children but with different faithfullness. Then she 
would tit down at the table to consume her boring, meager 
diet dishes and salads while tempted by tee food spread tike 
a feast in front of her family. Whenever someone said, ‘Tm 
not hungry right now, ” or, I don *f like that !” she replied: 
“Ob, you don’t know how lucky you are! Such delicious 
food and you don ’t even appreciate it. ” While she tried not 
to drool at tee sight before her. 

As surgar was completely out of tee question and Emily 
was a terrible tea addict , she made hot steaming cups of tea 
and reluctantly dumped tee horrible chemical-tasting 
artificial sweetner into her brew. To help satisfy her 
unquenchable thirst, she guzzled cans of diet pepti only to 
experience that same bitter taste in her mouth as when she 
used the Aspartame. When she was famished, she dined on 
cucumbers and a tomato tossed in for luxury. The first day . 
passed quietly enough and Emily lost one kilo. At least she 
felt her suffering had been rewarded and her efforts and 
abstentations heroic. 

Day two started off with fruit for breakfast and sugariess 
tea. O.K., she would make it through this day too. She 
hopped off to work in fairly good spirits and whenever 
offered a sandwich or soda would decline with, “no thanks, 
Fm not hungry or thirsty. ” Bnt when the offering party 
insisted, she admitted: “I can’t. I'm on a diet.” 

Well, by tee time she went home Rom work, Emily was 
literally starving. She prepared lunch and placed her 
favourite food, stuffed zuchini on tee table. It looked so 
delicious , but she remained firm and didn't eat one single 


tittle bite. ” Everyone said, ticking their mouths 

and Rogers and sma cking with delight. “ You don’t know 
what you're misting!” 

She didn't even tench, so' determined was she to stick to 
her new regimen. Again, she drank cups of bitter tea and 
ttiet pepti and munched on her cucumbers, hard meat and a 
small piece of whole wheat bread to the tune of clanking 
spoons and sighs' of evident ecstasy. Another k3o faded 
away and she was gratified. On the third day, much the % 
same procedure transpired. After work, she rushed home ’ 
in a Gt of famin e. Her stomach growled, her mouth 
watered, but she fed her family even though tee Runes of 
the banquet tantalised and tormented her while she ate her 
special rations. By now, it was the third day. That .tea 
tasted more bitter than ever. The diet pepsi fizzled in her 
mouth tike cold acid and sizzled in a groan to tee bottom of 
nothing. Ravenously, she devoured every fast morsel of 
designated fruit and rushed off to work. She returned home 
and put the food as usual but then stepped ahd stared as if 
in a trance at the vision before her. No, she wasn't going to 
give in. She refused to succumb to such temptations. 
Somehow, she got through that day which seemed tike the 
longest in the year. She dragged herself about here and 
there and performed her usual duties in sheer drudgery and 
with no energy. “Gee, a cup of sweetened tea works 
wonders, ” she groaned, “it witi be a long time before I can 
drink such . tea again. ” 

By tee fourth day of her diet, she had lost three kilos. 
But after that, she didn't lose anymore. On tee last day ofiJ 
her diet, she crawled home, tired, bnngaiy, exasperated J 
and disgusted. She was starving, there was all this food in 
front of her and she hadn ' t lost any more weight. “That's it! 
That does it!” she exclaimed as she threw open the 
refrigerator door and began puffing out leftovers that had 
accumulated during tee last three days. “ I’ve bad it. I'm 
going to make some 'real' hot tea with sugar and forget 
about those torturous times when human food was forbid- 
den/” 

“What’s wrong. Mom, couldn't stick with your diet?” one 
child taunted. 

Her husband entered the kitchen. Emily noticed the 
shocked took on his face as be asked, “ That's it? But why? 
You were doing so well!” 

She was very quick to justify her sudden indulgences and 
replied: “It's not fair to the rest of you. Tm eating special 
food that costs extra money. Besides, I didn't lose any 
more pounds and Fm tick of this tasteless food!” 

Ice melts, salt dissolves, but Emily's weight remained the 
same. She’s off her diet, back to being a tea addict with ten 
lumps of sugar to a cop, and while full, contemplates a day A 
when she should seriously attempt a good practical method*' 
of losing extra flesh on a regimen Gt for humans. In the 
meantime, Emily is happy, no, not thin, or trim, but happy 
as most fat people are, espedally when she starts off her 
day with a delicious cup of syrupy red tea. As for her 
conscience, which used to tell her, “keep to your diet, 
Emily!” she’s buried ft with remarkable ease. 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday, July 23 

1588 — English army 
assembles at Tilbury to repel 
invasion of England by Span- 
ish Armada. 

1595 — Spanish land at 
Cornwall, England , and bum 
Mousehold and Penzance be- 
fore returning to their ships. 

1631 — Sweden's King 
Gustavus II repulses im- 
perialist force at Werben , 
Russia. 

1759 — Russians under 
Saltikov defeat Prussians at 
Kay in eastern Germany, and 
one-fourth of Prussian army 
of 27,000 is lost. 

1785 — Prussia ’ s Frederick 
tee Great forms Die Fursten- 
bund (League of German 
Princes). 

1882 — Koreans attack 
Japanese legation in Seoul, 
provoking Chinese interven- 
tion. 

1894 — Japanese troops 
seize palace in Seoul, Korea. 

1913 — “Second revolu- 
tion” breaks out in south 
China. 


1914 — Austria and Hun- 
gary issue ultimatum to Ser- 
bia after assassination of 
Archduke Ferdinand. 

1945 — Marshal Henri Phi- 
lippe Petaih is put on trial, 
charged with betraying 
France in World War JL 
1952 — Genera/ Moham- 
mad Neguib seizes power in 
Egypt. 

1954 — Indochina settle- 
ment is approved by France's 
National Assembly. 

1958 — Queen Elizabeth 
names four women to peer- 
ages — first women to sit in 
Britain's House of Lords. 

1974 — Greece’s military 
rulers announce they wUl 
turn nation back to civilian 
rule, and Constantine Cara- 
manlis returns Rom self-im- 
posed exile and is sworn in as 
premier. 

1988 — Iran accuses Iraq 
of pushing deep into Iranian 
territory. 

1990 — As rebel forces 
draw to within one mile of 
presidential palace, Liberian 
President Samuel Doe re- 
fuses to have until dvU war is 
derided. 

1991 — Draft of new plat- 
form for Soviet Communist 
Party is published, calling for 
private property, economic 


integration into world market 
and Reedom of religion. 

Friday, July 24 

1545 — French Beet leaves 
tee Solent in England un- 
scathed after a successful 
attack. 

1704 — British capture 
Gibraltar during War of 
Spanish Succession. 

>- 1712 — Dutch are defeated 

by French at Denain, France, 
.and join Anglo-French truce. 

1799 — France ’s Napoleon 
Bonaparte defeats Turks at 
Aboukir in Egypt. 

1847 — Convention of 
Gramido ends rivQ war in 
Portugal. 

1850 — Schleswig-Holstein 
insurgents, whose territory 
was divided by Peace of Ber- 
lin between Denmark and 
Prussia. Are defeated at 
Istedt. 

1922 — League of Nations 
Council approves mandates 
for Palestine and Egypt 

1942 — British bombers 
devastate German cities of 
Frankfurt and Mannheim in 
World War D. 

1946 — United States 
makes first underwater test of 
an atomic bomb off atoll of 
Bikini in PariGc Ocean. 

1969 — U.S. Apollo 11 
astronauts, first men to walk 
on moon, splash down safely 
in PariGc Ocean. 

1970 — Sultan Said of 
Muscat and Oman is over- 
thrown by his son Sultan 
Qabus. 

1971 * — State of emergency 
is declared in Sudan during 
government crisis. 

1973 — Four men who 
hijacked Japan Airlines plane 
release tee 137 occupants, 
then blow it up and are 
arrested in Libya*. 

1976 — U.S. spacecraft 
Viking 1 lands on Mars and 

starts tests to determine 

whether life exists on the 
planet. 

1977 — Egypt's President 
Anwar Sadat orders bis 
troops to observe immediate 
ceasefire in fighting with 
Libya. ■ 

1988 — Soviet military 
officer expresses doubt that 
Afghan army can hold its 
own after Soviet troops leave 
country. 

1990 — Liberal Party, 


which controls 21 seats in 
400-member east German 
parhament, quits coalition 
government in a dispute ab- 
out bow united German elec- 
tions should be held. 

Saturday, July 25 
1593 — France's King 
Henry IV becomes a Roman 
Catholic. 

1689 — France's King 
Louis XTV declares war on 
Britain. 

1792 — Austria’s Duke of 
Brunswick issues manifesto 
threatening destruction of 
Paris if France’s royal family 
is harmed. 

1830 — France’s King 
Charles X issues ordinances 
controlling tee press, dissolv- 
ing legislative chambers and 
(hanging electoral system. 

1878 — China’s first di- 
plomatic mission to United 
States arrived in Washington. 

1907 — Japan obtains pro- 
tectorate over Korea. 

1920 — French forces 
occupy Damascus, Syria ; 
■Greeks under King Alexan- 
der occupy Adrianople. 

1934 — Chancellor Engel- 
bert DoBfuss is assassinated 
in unsuccessful Nazi coup 
attempt in Austrial. 

1943 — Benito Mussolini is 
forced to resign as premier of 
Italy during World War XL 

1956 — Italian liner 
Andrea Daria and Swedish 
ship Stockholm collide off 
coast of New England, and 50 
lives are lost. 

1963 — United States, 
Soviet Union and Britain 
conclude treaty probibitaing 
nuclear testing in atmos- 
phere, space or under water ^ 

■ 1968 • — Pope Paul VI bans 
all artificial birth control 
methods for Roman Catho- 
lics. 

7 ^971 — Doctor Chri stiaan 
Barnard transplants two 
hogs and heart into man in 
Cape Town, South Africa, 
and the operation is de- 
scribed as successful, 

2973 — Federal judge rules 
teat U.S. government must 
halt bombing of Cambodia 
on grounds it is tt unautho- 
rised and unlawful. ” 

— Liberian rebels 
attack airfield in Monrovia, 
dosing off teat city's last link 
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to outside world. 

1991 — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev tells Communist Par- 
ty leader that budding coop 
minism in tee Soviet Union k 
no longer a realistic goal and 
that the party must reject 
“ outdated ideological 
dogmas. ” 

Sunday, July 26 

1821 — Turkey and Russia 
sever relations after Turkey 
refuses to protect Christian 
subjects. 

1891 — France annexes 
South Sea island of Tahiti. 

1926 — Philippines legisla- 
ture calls for plebesdte . op 
independence, but it is 
vetoed by U.S. governor- 
general. 

1942 — British Air Force 
stages heavy raid on Han* 
burg in Germany in World 
War U. 

1945 ■— Britain, United 
States and China demand 
Japan’s unconditional surren- 
der as terms .for peace in 
World War U. 

1952 — Egypt’s King 
Farouk abdicates in favour of 
infant son , Fuad 

1953 — Fidel Castro begins 
revolt in Cuba, attacking: 
army barracks ■ at Santiago. 

1956 — Egypt's President 
Gamal Abdul Nasser. 
nationafises Suez. Canal, 
Britain, France .and Untied- r 
States announce financial re- 
taliations. 

1974 — Constantine Cam* 
mantis , new Greek premia T- 
forms civilian cabinet' after 
seven years nf mili tary rule in 
Greece. 

1984 — Kuwait’s defeace 
minister says Enrir of 
has ordered air force tosbdbt' 
on sight any intruder i 
planes that violate ns tibojjff 
air space. - 

rules out tu rning oyer gov - 
ernment to solidarity ; 

1990— : _ _ 
thousands of troops 
Rom Kuwait border after 
Kuwait agrees to end oveP 
production of oil. 

1991 — Communist 
overwhelmingly appr° ve 
Mikhail Gorbachev's actf 
party platform , abandoning 
decades of Marxist dogrni. 
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By The Associated P&ss 







as Christopher- Columbus 


A French actor, and not just any 
oita, — - Cmrard Depardieu — has 
been chosen to piay the tMe rate 
of Christopher Columbus. This 


thing to envy HottywoodL 


PARIS — On Get; 12 next, 
500 years to the day after the. 
event, the world win cele- 
brate the discovery of Amer- 
ica. On that day, the super- 
Sim Christopher Columbus, 
by the British director Ridley 
Scott (who made Alien and 
Blade Runner) will come out 
simultaneously on 5,000 
screens in old Europe and in 
the new world. 

After 18 weeks of shoot- 
ing, mainly in Costa Rica, the 
Sim is already “in the can”. 
In it, Gerard Depardieu por- 
trays the Genoese navigator 
and all those who have 


viewed the. film agree that he 
is “terrific”. For Ridley 
Scott, " Depardieu is dyna- 
mite. A colossus breathing 
power and emotion through- 
out the work.*’ 

According to its authors, 
Christopher Columbus (with 
the huge budget of $54 ngl- 
tion) will be just as much “the 
i . reconstitution of a fabulous 
! sea adventure as the evoca- 
[tion of .Europe at tbe dawn- 
ing of the Renaissance ” 
and the' tale of tbe shock 
between, the two worlds. 

We are also promised that 
we shall not forget the picture 


of the hero on the gangplank 
of the Santa Maria which was 
rebuilt identically by the 
Glasgow shipyards. Sweating 
beneath hk admir al's cape, 
he transfigures himself at the 
sublime instant when he is 
going to land “in India ” at 
tbe end of his crazy undertak- 
ing. 


Thm hatmgrml meter 

It has been said of Depar- 
dieu that he is tbe ‘Integra/ 
actor”. Which other actor 
could have portrayed tbe sub- 
versive crudeness of the ruf- 
fian in Les VaJseuses , Dan- 
ton's tire; Rodin's inspired 
brutality, Tartuffe’s ambi- 
guousness and Cyrano's Sow 
of words ? 

With 65 films in a career of 
14 years, this prodigious 
actor has elevated himself to 
the top. His admirers — in- 
tellectuals, factory and office 


workers, housewives, etc.- 
vote for this hero of our time, 
in opinion polls. They do not 
just go to see a film, they go 
to see a "Depardieu". 

This provincial was born 
into a needy family: "We 
only ate meat in the first days 
of tile month, when we re-‘ 
ceived our family allo- 
wance ”, he recounts. IBs 
father drank and his mother 
was always giving birth. “ I 
remember her as always 
being pregnant ’* 

He had a riotous youth and 
ran away for the first time 
when he was 12. He wan- 
' dered around, became a gang 
leader and terrorised people 
with blows of a bkyde chain. 
TUI that day in 1965 (he was 
17) when he was given a role 
in a short GIm. That saved 
him.His new mates , who were 
young actors, took him on 


tbe boards of Cafe Theatre. 

IBs second film was in 
1971. It was tbe great success 
of Les Valseuscs by Bertrand 
Blier. Use critics unanimous- 
ly acclaimed “ the charming 
new ruffian of French cine- 
ma", and “ tbe most gifted 
actor of his generation ”. 
Since then , Depardieu has 
been snowed under with 
offers. He invests himself ful- 
ly in all kinds of characters : 
People who are lost , violent, 
unstable, tragic or comic. 

Aftmr Columbus, 
Napa toon 

A first-rate actor, Depar- 
dieu just as easily wears the 
spahi uniform (in Fort Sagan- 
ne, by A. Comeau), the pad- 
ded outfit of a dog-trainer (in 
Les Odens by A. Jessua), tbe 
surgeon’s gown (Sept morts 
Sur Ordonnance by J. Rouf- 
tio), or tbe hump of Jean De 


Florette (by C. Bern). One 
of-his latest incarnations, that 
of Cyrano by J.P. Rap- 
peneau, gained him an inter- 
national triumph. 

He always brilliantly enters 
tbe part of a pitiless gangster, 
a member of tbe resistance in 
tbe last war or a paranoiac 
who cuts off bis private parts 
one night during a fit. 
Whether he is funny or 
pathetic, pitiful or magnifi- 
cent, Depardieu is always the 
“ same with his wrestler's 
shoulders and his “peasant- 
actor’s mug”. And yet, be is 
never alike. 

Next winter, in a film by 
Claude Bern, be will be the 
leader of the rebelling miners 
in Zola’s Germinal, while 
waiting to play Napoleon and 
then Balzac, two roles which 
are being considered for him 
— L ‘ActuaUte en France. 
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Gerard Dmpardimu during thm turning of 
Christopher Columbus 
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Swiss host unique show of Picasso’s Rose Period 


By Hanns Neuerbourg 

The Associated Press 

BERN, Switzerland — The 
world's only country where a 
popular vote decided tbe 
purchase of Picasso paintings 
is playing host to an exhibit of 
artistic landmarks in Ms as- 
cent to fame. 

“The Rose Period — 
Gosol-l 905-1906” at Bern's 
Kunstmuseum combines 
more than 200 oil paintings, 
pastel drawings, sketches and 
other works Picasso did be- 
fore his move to cubism. On 
ban from more than 50 
museums and private collec- 
tors, they- are believed to 
represent more than $600 


million in value. 

The show comes 25 years 
after Basel Burghers, in a 
referendum forced by oppo- 
nents of the purchase, voted 
to spend 6 million Swiss 
francs (then $1.5 million ) to 
■buy two Picasso paintings. 

Pablo Picasso ( 1881-1973 ) 
was so flattered that be gave 
Basel four more works as 
gifts. One of the two bought 
in 1967, Tbe Two Brothers, is 
displayed at Bern as typical 
of tbe Rose Period. 

That phase in Picasso’s 
career, so known for its new 
lightly coloured style, began 
after he moved to Paris in 
1904. It followed tbe moody 
melancholy of the so-called 


Blue Period, designating the 
predominant colour, which 
began when he turned 20 and 
was still living in i. bis native 
Spain. 

The Repast Frugal, a 1904 
etching depicting an emaci- 
ated couple in a tavern, is a 
sort of farewell to tbe gloom 
tilling his early works. 

Tbe most impressive paint- 
ing of the new, more optimis- 
tic phase , tbe large 1905 The 
Family Of Saitimbanques, 
did not make the voyage 
from Washington, D.C., to 
Switzerland because it’s cons- 
idered too fragile to move. 

Top billing at Bern goes to 
Tbe Harem, on loan horn 
Cleveland’s Museum of Art. 


It was done after tbe sudden 
sale of 30 paintings to Paris 
dealer Am broise VoUard per- 
mitted Picasso to leave for 
Spain for more than two 
months in tbe summer 1906. 

Accompanying him on that 
trip was the beautiful Fer- 
nanda Olivier, tbe Brst of Ms 
mistresses whose features left 
a lasting imprint on bis 
works. Slightly older and tal- 
ler than Picasso, she stayed 
with Mm for seven years. 

Her role in bis budding 
career is prominently re- 
flected in tbe exhibit. The 
painting's four nudes in diffe- 
rent poses are all modeled on 
her. She 's identified on sever- 
al other exhibits and prob- 


ably was the model for va- 
rious others. Tbe show also 
includes a bronze bead of 
her. 

Tbe Harem, Picasso’s key 
work of 1906, was done at 
Gosol, a mountain village in 
die "Pyrenees, dose to tbe 
French border and only ac- 
cessible by mule. 

Their stay there seems to 
have filled him with happi- 
ness. In Ms sketchbook he 
noted then, that be was feel- 
ing tike a “ tenor who Mts a 
note Mgber than the one in 
the score.” 

Rivaling Olivier for Picas- 
so’s attention at Gosol was 
Josep Fontdevila, an ex- 
smuggler and keeper of the 


inn where they stayed. Six 
pictures of him shown at 
Bern indude one bought re- 
cently by New York’s Metro- 
politan Museum of Art. 

Kunstmuseum Director 
Hans Christoph Von Tavel 
said he expects about 100,000 
visitors at tbe exhibit wMch 
doses on July 26. More than 
200,000 people saw a show 
eight years ago focusing on 
Picasso’s Blue Period. 

To Mr. Von Tavel, Picas- 
so's works during 1905 and 
1906 “Mghtigbt and complete 
the genius’ early phase.” A 
year later, the history of art 
took a new turn when Ms 
monumental “Demoiselles 
d' Avignon” heralded cubism. 
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Lebanese oud player jazzes up Arabic music 


By Andrea Sbalai-Esa % 
Reuter 7 

MUNICH — Rabih Abou 
Khalil is revolutionising Ara- 
bic music and Ms records are 
sold all over Europe and 
Ameripa, but he has never 
played a concert in the Arab 
World. 

The 35-year-old Lebanese 
musidan tied the civil war in 
his home country' in 1978, 
arriving in Munich to study 
classical flute.* 

He recorded Ms first flute 
album in 1982, but soon 
abandoned it in favour of the 
oud, a five or six double- 
stringed traditional Arabic 
instrument, which is similar 
to the European lute and the 
Greek Buzouki. 

“I had the typical' Third 
World complex when I came 
to Europe and thought no- 
body would want to hear 


oud,” he told Reuters.- “But 
then I featixd^ plfy&morer: 
naturally on the oud and peo- - 
pie were far more interested 
in Arabic music than in yet 
another non-European flut- 
ist.” 

IBs instinct was sound. 

Abou Khalil has since re- 
leased six other albums and 
two more will follow this 
year. He plays concerts 
throughout Europe , includ- 
ing Germany, Greece and 
Italy, and will travel to Hong 
Kong in 1993 for tbe Asian 
Arts Festival. 

IBs compositions are based 
on traditjonal Arabic 
rhythms, some dating back 
centuries. But tbe sound is 
jazzy and fresh, with Musi- 
cians from the United States, 
India, South America and 
other parts of the world com- 
ing together to create a uni- 
que international sound. 


in''any Arab- country, some - ■ 
thing he blames on the in- 
creasing influence of Western 
pop music. 

• “Arabic music is in a 
period of decline,” he says. 
“All the groups have electro- 
nic instruments and electric 
pianos . but hardly anyone 
plays tbe oud anymore. ” 

Music is not protected by 
copyright in Arab countries 
and bootleg recordings: pro- 
liferate, forcing artists to 
charge extremely Mgb prices 
for concerts. “ And that 
means that music is in- 
creasingly divorced from the 
people , ” be added. 

Abou Khalil is outspoken 
about Ms frustration about 
pop music and tbe uncritical 
copying of it in non-Westem 
countries. 

“Wherever you go, what- 


ever you do... there is always 
pop music playing he la-' 
ments. ‘Ilfs become a sort of 
tyranny... like only getting 
hamburgers to eat.” 

Pop music is increasingly 
displacing traditional music 
throughout the developing 
world, Abou Khalil says. 
“Pop music is tike a wooden 
leg. People are not learning 
to walk properly.” 

At home , Abou Khalil lis- 
tens to Arabic music, as well 
as jazz, classical and the occa- 
sional rock musician such as 
Frank Zappa. But be never 
listens to his own music. 

In fact, after listening to 
music, composing and prac- 
tising for some eight to 10 
hours a day, he tends to 
prefer silence in Ms spare 
time. 

In time, be hopes tbe Third 
World will develop a greater 
sense of pride in its own 


tradit ions^and that industrial- 
ised countries will accept 
music from other parts of tbe 
world as more than just a 
curiosity. “ Music really is 
multi-cultural,” he says. 

Abou Khalil, bom into an 
established Beirut family in 
1957, has extended tbe con- 
cept to Ms own life. His wife 
is Slovenian and they live in 
Munich with their two biling- 
ual children. 

Professionally, he sses 
himself bridging the gap be- 
tween Arabic and other 
music. Charlie Mariano, Son- 
ny Fortune and Glenn Moore 
are among Ms regular U.S. 
jazz collaborators , but be 
also works with many well- 
known musicians from Arab, 
countries, India, Mexico and 
elsewhere. 

“J am trying to build an 
intersection on a dead-end 


street,” be says. “ And l am . 
convinced that every street 
can be extended.” 

The unique blend of music 
and the intensity of Abou 
Khalil's concerts have won 
him fans and good reviews 
throughout Europe. 

“The enthusiasm and in 
tensity of their collective 
playing is infectious and at 
tbe same time, makes a lot of 
sense, “said Germany’s con- 
servative Frankfurt 
Allgemeine Zeitung news- 
paper in a recent review. 

Abou Khalil has come a 
long way from his first con- 
certs, where “ some guests 
took off their shoes and tit 
incense sticks because they 
thought it was going to be 
some kind of new age experi- 
ence. You can't imagine tbe 
smell.” 

“These days they keep 
their shoes on, ” he laughs. 
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Joan Plowright finds life begins anew at 60 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Once a 
leading lady for her late bus- 
band, Laurence Olivier, and 
other English greats, Joan 
Plowright now has a versatile 
career with a wide variety of 
roles. 

She played the American 
mother who plotted with Tra- 
cy UBmao to murder Kevin 
Kline in I Love You To 
Death and the stem Polish - 
Jewish mother in Avalon. 

Her new GJm is the 'En- 
glish-made Enchanted April, 
in which' some Britishers find 
their lives transformed on a 


vacation to Italy. 

“My character is a dragon 
lady at the beginning , a lady 
who has opted out from life, ” 
she said. “ Because she's a 
widow and 60, she figures 
she's no longer of any use of 
the world, and she's going to 
live in tbe past. She's going to 
think about better times, and 
better men.” 

Enchanted April, based on 
a novel by Elizabeth Von 
Amim, is further evidence of 
the English fascination with 
Italy, from Keats and Shelley 
to E.M- Forster. 

“ it's the scenery, It's the 
son, it's, so very different 
from England,” Miss Plow- 


right theorised. “We suffer 
from tbe damp and the fog 
and the cold. And I suppose 
the English tend to be more 
sensuous in Italy. They begin 
to lose their inhibitions. 

“There's also an openness, 
a kind of demonstrative 
capacity wMch the Italians 
have. The English have their 
stiff upper tip and are sup- 
posed to act very properly all 
tbe time. The sight of these 
extrovert people in Italy is 
quite a joyous experience. ” 

Miss Plowright grew up in 
Scunthorpe, where her father 
was a newspaper editor. She 
trained at the Old Vic 
Theatre school ,and soon she 


was appearing in London 
with the greats of the English 
theatre. 

She remembers being in 
awe of them, adding: “But it 
isn't a sort of trenchant feel- 
ing. It really is a curiosity as 
to how they work. If you’re 
an actor with any belief in 
yourself and you have a cer- 
tain amount of ambition, you 
want to match that, not be 
frightened of it.” 

In 1957, she played Oli- 
vier's daughter in John 
Osborne's play The Enter- 
tainer. They were married in 
1960 in Connecticut while 
both were in hit Broadway 
plays, she in A Taste Of 


Honey, he in Becker. 

At 62, Miss Plowright is 
about Mrs. JFisher’s age in 
Enchanted April, but she has 
definitely not retired from 
tbe world. 

Aside from her busy 
career, she has “pleasurable 
duties” with the Olivier 
Foundation which provides 
scholarships and encourages 
drama and education. She's 
also busy with her three chil- 
dren — All of whom have 
gone into threatre — and two 
grandchildren. 

She said with a laugh that 
she wanted to keep them out 
of show business, explaining: 

“We told them they ought 


to choose something else. I 
think a lot of us in tbe busi- 
ness do tbe same thing. You 
know so much (about) tbe 
hazards , you know the rejec- 
tion, you know tbe pitfalls, 
you know how hard a life it 
is. You know that your chil- 
dren who have only seen you 
at a successful time in your 
life must think that it's quite 
easy. 

“So you warn them at the 
beginning. And of course 
ours did see the other side in 
our lives and our friends’ 
lives, as well as appalling 
notices. You have to accept 
those along with the good. ” 


Dracula lives, says undead fan dub 


By Paul Majendie 

Reuter 

1 DUBLIN — Fans of Dracu- 
■' la's creator. Bram Stoker, 
~ complain Ireland has never 
’ given enough recognition to 
. the Dublin author whose 
* novel launched an interna- 
■ tio&af horror industry and 
'■ ' spawned more than 500 films • 
~Eveiy summer Ireland is 
awash with academics seek- 
ing the meaning of life in 


James Joyce’s Ulysses and 
the essence of romanticism in 
W.B. Yeats' poetry. But 
Stoker? 

Now Dracula has struck 
back. 

The Bram Stoker Society 
has just staged its own sum- 
mer school, here, attracting 
Dracula buffs from the Un- 
ited States and Britain as well 
as Ireland. 

“Fair enough, let’s have 
Joyce and Yeats celebrated. 


But Stoker deserves a place 
.in Irish literary life too,” 
argues the Society's chair- 
man, Leslie Shepard. 

Among those attending the 
summer school was Califor- 
nian vampire expert Vincent 
Htilyer who has offered a 
$10,000 reward to anyone 
who can produce the resur- 
rected corpse of a vampire in 
a human state. 

“People kept ringing me 
and asking for air tickets to 


California. 1 said if they were 
real vampires they would 
have been able to fly there 
under their own steam. ” be 
said. 

Delegates listened to 
worthy treatises on the his- 
tory of the GotMc novel, 
watched old Dracula films 
and went on walking tours of 
Clontarf, the Dublin suburb 
where stoker was bom. 

“ Stoker would have been 
astonished at having started a 


Dracula cult. It never dies. 
The book has even been pub- 
lished in Irish . ” Shepard said. 

In Ms 19th century master- 
piece, Stoker modelled Ms 
horrific hero on Vlad the 
Impaler, a 15th century Wal- 
lacMan tyrant with a vam- 
pire-like passion for blood. 

From that emerged Trans- 
ylvania's Count Dracula, 
swooping through the night 
with his black cape and 
blood-soaked fangs. His “un- 


dead” corpse would rise from 
a coffin as darkness fell, take 
a vampire's form and suck 
the blood from live victims. 

The only defence was a 
clove of garlic, a crudfix or to 
plunge a stake through Dra- 
cula’s heart. 

Mr. Shepard's society is 
now campaigning for Ireland 
to release a commemorative 
stamp to mark Stoker's 
achievements. ■ 


Play to promote 
peace provokes 

angry reactions 




By Tim Kiass 

The Associated Press 

SEATTLE — With Yom 
Kippur fast approaching, 
God has made little progress 
with Yitzchak, an Israeli 
army soldier, or Ismail, a 
nonviolent Palestinian pM- 
' losophy student. 

The two are the main char- 
acters in Abraham’s Land: 
The Land Of Milk And Hu- 
mmus, a musical produced by 
Seattle' New Image Theatre 
to provoke discussion on the 
search for peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

“I've had enough,” God 
announces, wheeling away 
the shopping cart that con- 
tains a fortune-telling compu- 
ter and coffee urn. “I'm off to 
Belfast” 

Now they're on their own. 

Yitzchak: “When you raise 
a rock, I see a sea of faces 
stretching from here to Bagb- 
■ dad to Tripoli.” 

Ismail: “When you raise a 
gun, do you know what we 
see? We see tbe Nazis.” 

What do audiences see? 

There was strong applause 
at the end or the performance 
recently in a church hall, but 
about half a dozen visiting 
Israelis and their hosts rose 
shouting in anger. 

“You should have shown a 
PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation) attack,” said 
Via Lotan, who lives north of 
Tel Aviv. “Only one side was 
shown in this play.” 

Lotan, her husband. Rony 
Lotan, and tbe rest refused 
pleas in Hebrew and English 
to stay for tbe post-play dis- 
cussion. Roughly two-thirds 
of the 80 or 90 playgoers did 
remain to talk with tbe 
actors. 

“We were too furious, and 
that would have played into 
their hands,” she said in a* 
telephone interview later. 

During an earlier perform- 
ance an Arab woman was no 
less vehement, said director 
and company founder Hanna 
Eady. The woman said the 
play was nonsense. 

“She said, ‘tMs is nothing 
compared with what I see 
from my window everyday. I ■ 
send my son to the drugstore 
and be gets shot at by sol- 
diers,”’ Eady recalled. 

Abraham's Land, which 
runs through Aug. 1, is a 
collaborative effort. It in- 
volves Eady, who completed 
graduate school programme, 
in theatre last month: Lauren 
Marshall, a lawyer-turned - 
playwright; and composer 
David Natissian, whom Mar- 
shall knew from the local 
playwrights guild. 

Eady is a Greek Orthodox 
Christian Arab from Israel 
whose wife is an American 
Jew. Marshall is Jewish. 
Natissian, reared in a secular 
Jewish home in Westchester 
County, New York, has an 
‘Iranian Muslim grand- 
mother. 

Marshall approached Eady 
early last year after seeing his 
university production of 


Seeing Double, a San Fran- 
cisco mime troope musical on 
the intifada in commedia dell’ 
arte style. 

Until tbe ending, Abra- 
ham's Land looks more like a 
Gilbert and Sullivan produc- 
tion. 

Ismail, scorned by friends 
and family for warning 
against hate and violence , is 
shot out of fear by Yitzchak 
during a demonstration. 

Believing Ismail to be 
dead, Yitzchak steals bis 
identification card, winds up 
being mistaken for a Palesti- 
nian and is jailed and tor- 
tured. ; - 

Ismail regains coi^cious- 
ness without any memory of 
Ms identity and soon is taken 
for an Israeli. 

A group calling itself 
“Ismail’s Hand claims respon- 
sibility for a series of bomb- 
ings. Yitzchak is released and 
followed by soldiers who 
hope he will lead them to the 
bombers as he tries to find 
Ismail's family. 

When he is spotted in the 
Gaza Strip and identified as 
' tbe man who shot Ismail, a 
mob seeks revenge. A freeing 
Yitzchak finally encounters 
Ismail . who has regained 
most of his memory ■ and is 
trying to find bis way home. 

Ismail's relatives arrive and 
prepare to kill Yitzchak. 
Yitzchak shows them Ismail. 
Ismail is immediately shot 
dead by the Israeli soldiers.' 

“I was very calm for three- 
quarters of the play, let’s say. 
I could accept it was some- 
thing that even Jewish leftists 
from the United States might 
think,” Rony Lotan said , 
“but not tbe end.” 

Israeli soldiers face trial for 
wrongful killings, but Arab 
terrorists don't face sanctions 
from their countries or the 
PLO for kilting cMldren and 
other civilians. Via Lotan 
said. 

Playwright Marshall, who 
spent 216 weeks with Natis- 
sian in Israel last November 
on an Earthsteward’s Net- 
work Citizen Diplomacy 
tour, said she would have 
_ liked to include more of the 
Israelis sense of living amid 
hostile Arab nations. 

“ I took ultimately what 
was a less balanced approach 
and a more risky approach ... 
knowing that I was going to 
be crucified by my own com- 
munity for doing it.” she 
said. 

“When we were showing 
people draffs of the script , as 
many people said it was a 
pro-Israel play as a pro- 
Palestinian play,” Natissian 
said. 

Eady said many of his 
Arab friends were upset by 
the portrayal of an Israeli 
soldier as a hero. 

He wrote in the program- 
me that he founded the 
theatre “to produce new, 
passionate audiences who 
strive to promore peace and 
justice ” and show them “a 
true image of all oppressed 
people around the world.” 
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New technique 
blasts cellulite 


W 


&r. Maurizio Ceccareili 


By Clare Pedrick 

ROME — Dr. Maurizio Cec- 
careili tokens his invention to 
a high-speed propellor under 
■water, which creates masses 
of bubbles as it roars into life. 

‘ The force of the bubbles is 
such that they actually eat 
into the metal of the prop- 
ellor, ” he says. Smiling 
-genially, this well-groomed 
doctor describes how he has 
applied the principle to get 
rid of an unedifying and un- 
glamorous human problem 
— the build-up of pockets of 
fat. 

The doctor’s Roman lady 
clients are thrilled with the 
results , he says. Now. with 
just a handful of sessions at 
his Rome studio, they can say 
goodbye to the dreaded cellu- 
lite, the unsightly orange- 


peel effect on thighs, stomach 
and sometimes knees. Dr. 
Ceccarelli's new technique 
quite literally bombards the 
fat to bits. It uses ultrasonic 
energy waves to destroy the 
fatty deposits that lie bneath 
the skin and create that ugly 
puckered effect. He swears 
the treatment does not hurt. 
" There is just slight discom- 
fort when the needles enter 
the flesh," he says , still smil- 
ing reasonably. 

As he talks. Dr. Ceccareili 
holds a five-pronged needle , 
the instrument of torture or 
salvation — it depends which 
way you look at it. "My 
patients are extremely happy 
with the treatment, " he says. 
“ These are people who want 
results so badly, they are 
prepared to do anything. 
Often they would go much 


The Silicone Debate 
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ROME — Fears about the possible harmful side-effects to 
women with silicone breast implants have led to a temporary 
hnn on the technique in the U.S. The American Food and 
Drug Administration has ordered a moratorium pending 
new research into whether silicone can cause cancer in 
women who have implants fitted , either after breast surgery 
or for purely cosmetic reasons. 

But over on the other side of the Atlantic, European 
doctors say the US. body is bong too alarmist Here, as 
elsewhere in the world, there is no blankef ban. In Italy, 
silicone implants can be used so long as they are of the 
* double-chamber * variety, which offer a safety net against 
silicone leaks. 

“There is a difference of opinion between the Europeans 
and Americans on the danger of using sSkone breast 
implants, ” said Dr. Maurizio Valeriani, a leading Rome 
plastic surgeon and consultant at tbe Italian capital’s San 
Giovanni Hospital. “Tbe verdict of the Italian Plastic 
Surgery Association — and my own experience — is that 
liquid sWcone can only cause chronic inflammation if the 
implant ruptures, and that is extremely unlikely because a 
double-chamber implant can withstand very violent im- 


pacts. ” 

European doctors say there is no evidence that silicone 
implants have ever caused cancer in a patient And they 
point to tbe use of the substance in other Edds of medicine. 
Silicone ■ is used to coat the pacemaker machine that 
regulates tbe heart-beat of thousands of people worldwide. 

Even so, the trend is for doctors to Gt im p l a nt* made of 
other materials currently appearing on tbe market One of 
these is made of polyvinyl, also a synthetic substance but one 
that has the advantage of being eliminated in the urine 
should the implant rupture. Another uses a saline solution 
instead of silicone. “It's very safe, but it’s less similar to a 
real breast and less natural to tbe touch," said Dr. 
ValerianL 

Dr. Valerbmi uses both these products in preference to 
sWcone, mainly to set bis patient’s minds at rot, he says. “ I 
r believe that the future is with these and otter new 
materials,” he said. “It’s not that silicone has ever caused 
any problems, but now the negative message it gives to the 
patient is such that it can create a psychological tension 
which it is best to avoid” — World News Link. 
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OYEZ! OH, NO! 

By Raymond Hamel 


ACROSS 
1 Played a pan 
6 BiMoal land 
11 — bum (now) 

15 Shan(al) 

10 River carrier 

19 Captain 

20 Qiant hunter of 
mytn 

21 Invamor’a inrts. 

22 Legal paper 

23 Printer's type size 

24 Rortdaciry 

25 Coma out of me 


oamif? 

29 Swonf handle 
• 30 Deport 
„ 31 SmeS — (De 

SuflOiOOUS) 

-32 Frtly materials 

- . 33 Amo. arras. — 

- W lend of pewter 

' * DOWN 

T r .1 Rhyme scheme 
i ■' ». 2 CompMn 

- - 3 Soyxm 
f ■■ '« Bbe leader 
1 . ■ J Author ol 
■-r "Robinson 

Jruwe" 

£ Having the most 

rvery much 
r 1 r- 8 FBI with dee 
■ T.S.9 •— Your 

Houses” 

c »i“ (Anderson piayl 
J y. -i 0 Fit » — 

. ."■-.'U Scenes of icoon 
- Color, otd style 

‘ ^r^raSnae* 

- in Go sn — rack! 

15 Unmoved 

16 City near 

-A c:' ^ 


38 Crtecdona of 
anecdotes 

39 Waller Scon s title 

40 Beloved of Aide 
42 Blue eanhsnware 
44 Phases 
47,Clelm marker 

48 Unafiackens 
snooze? 

52 Show position 

54 Hail 

55 Had a meal 

56 ERA. for one 

57 Sgt. eg. 

58 Ronstadt or 
Evans 

61 Cooking abbr. 

62 Actress Gatr 

63 Edge 

66 "Peanuts" 

character 


17 "Sailing to 
Byzantium poai 
20 Work 

25 Cotecta fees from 
me panel? 

27 Cor snah 

28 Can. resort town 

32 Fab story teller 

33 tonga... ' 

34 — Drton 

35 Esau's wile 

35 SteaSng a music 
hokfar? 

36 Pub serving 
39 Having a spre 
41 Thanks. Pierre 
43 Darnel Webster* 

opponent 

43 ideal 

44 Large planes 

45 Glyceride, e g 

46 Gaze 


88 MocNeS’s partner 

70 plenty o'. ” 

71 Hullabaloo 
74 Hear dearly 

76 Three- feceo 
woman? 

77 Webster or Beery 

78 Surpass 

79 Gordon toot 

80 Mustard variety 
B3 Judge calls tor 

pizza? 

89 Bulrushes 
91 Agree 

S2 Chris of the 
courts 
93 Cupidity 

95 Child's game 

96 Shade giver 

97 Member ol a 
scholarly Eng. gp 


49 linden of 
'Barney MiBer ' 

50 Singer Cole 

51 Commingle 
53 Contributing 

59 Gera be letters 

60 NoveisT 

S3 Sp. river, to 
Iberians 

84 Gr. rtidiketpioce 

65 Ways 

67 B5A momoer 
69 Webber musical 

72 Admoni to ry word 

73 Choose 
75 That girl 

81 Mingle-mangle 

83 Bottle part 

84 Unaffected 

85 Toast start 

66 Makes level 
87 So-so grade 


Jliagramless 19 X 19, By Harold B. Coasts 


.v .ACROSS 
- - 1 withstand stress 
, 7 Type of palm 
«WO totflrect 

references 
-IS dan 
*■- ^7 Hunting dog 
. - 19 Ma Adorns at aL 
l •' 20 Author Mark 
- 21 Com units 
.■£3 Ogle 

24 Put on 

25 Laugh sounds 


DOWN 

1 Roils with holes 

2 Aquatic herb 

3 Joined 

4 Mora unctvfl 

5 Applies 

• 8 Brown 

7 Wasp 

8 Extol 
.8 Donate 
10 Sorcery 

12 Tatta scrap 

13 Rather and 
Jennings 


28 Melancholy 

29 Distance indicator 
32 Hofiday song 

34 Toll 

35 Mr. Paraeghian 

36 Actress Gan- 

37 — island, NY 

38 Uncle — ■ 

39 Devoured 

40 End of Kitenen or 
cigar 

41 Lanes - 


14 Avar 
16 FaUbfe 
18 Lasso 
22 Lfttfa money 
26 Tima period 


73 


with 


29 Sennas city 

30 Social 


31 

33 Given fruits 

34 Figurines 


42 Roger of baseball 

43 Ctuis and 
lever 

44 Cal. county 

45 Caviar 

46 Detesting 

47 Catcher's glove 

48 Viper 

52 Growing old 

53 Poker money 
64 Having the lead 
56 Legal matter 


37 Used for ocean 
travel 

40 Sail One 

41 City near Mian 

42 Of morning. 

44 wise men 
46 Certain 
musician 

48 Wax unateodly 

49 Hardwood 
W Talas 

51 Fathers 


98 Link together 

99 Iron, ejj, 

102 ■ Came 

Bronson" 

103 Ledger item 

105 Bins — Presley 

106 Testy tesr 7 
113 Certain tennis 

surface 

115 Hindu soul 

116 Man with s code 

117 Donkey 

118 Neighbor of Hong 
Kong 

119 011-bearing roc* 

120 Exudes 

121 Durocher 

122 Hotly 

123 Doctrine 

124 Jowfing lone 
button 


88 PopSn-kke 
fabric 

90 Understand 
94 Fruitless 

96 Chest- 

97 Lady 
99 Taj - 

100 Expunge 

101 Trunk 

102 Cease-fire 

103 Smafl mammal of 
Syna 

104 Lass wed 

106 Stoker's fuel 

107 Middle — 

108 Unknown ' 
(so-fi fUmj 

109 Volume 

110 Eye pan 
Hi Bone prel 
112 Crow's — ■ 

114 901 


59 Turns to the right 
81 Boost an angina 

62 Shop 

63 Port ic o 
65 Proportion 

67 Heavenly 
food 

68 Type ol Spaniel 

71 Peep show 

72 Most vaporous 

73 Dam! 

74 Card suit 


55 Buzzt and Gordon 

56 Certain hockey 

_ pl, 7® r 

57 — Hemingway 

58 Begins 
80 Detecting 

device 
62 Craze 
64 Taj Mahal site 
68 Unlock, to poets 
67 Ape 
89 mow 
70 Cotoge cheer 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Old-timer from North Carolina remembers the days of yore at Conor 
Island beach. 

2. Uncouth manners found no place daring- the primitive age of chivalry or 
any age since then. 

3. Coaid one call a devastating earthquake quite a great earthshaking 
event? 

4. New airline ad* reads: “Whig it, lads and lasses! It's the Wright thing to 
do!” 


CHYPTOCRAMS 

I- DISPLAYMPL AYX JEPT USB AYMPL TUPI 
UP DIAYMPLPS USB JGES UPGS KI 
XDJEKA. —By Lois BL Jones 

2. OH PSHA CUYZ, CH1SYHA E CUP X U Y Z, 
EIQVEGCW AUYZHJA, XOHM A O H AYUGHA 
EMB OHJ IVQH CECW BUYZGQA B H H Z H ML 

— By Rita Salvato 

3. SLEIB BURG OTXR EBK URG YUNG EG 

ON2KY SIRS LE VIG BIGCfEZT 

VITIONZBEUG. —By Barbara J. Rugg 

4-TUR UN'JEDENDO'K U7.OPAEN0P READS; 
SDOF Z A A O SNORE KAAZNOP TOUF PTTR 

JTTZK. — By Bogans T. Haleaka 

BOLUnONI OR 
LABT WEEK** PUZZLI . 
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further than I would ever let 
them. ” 

In fact , as colleagues in tbe 
cosmetic medicine industry 
have been quick to acknow- 
ledge , Dr. Ceccarelli's tech- 
nique is less traumatising 
than the other tried and 
tested treatment for cellulite 

— liposuction, which in- 
volves sucking out the fat 
with a machine not unlike a 
high-powered vacuum clean- 
er. Liposuction has the 
advantage of giving instan- 
taneous results, but it also 
involves anaesthetics. "It is 
to all effects a surgical opera- 
tion, with all the problems 
that entails , ” said the doctor. 
"Not everyone is happy to go 
through that.” 

Ultra-sound has already 
been used in cosmetic medi- 
cine. Dr. Ceccareili has taken 
tbe principle one step furth- 
er. “/ began studying how it 
works and I thought of using 
this process actually inside 
the tissue itself,” he said. 

Since he presented a paper 
on the technique at an inter- 
national conference in Rio de 
Janeiro last year , colleagues 
around the world have begun 
introducing it in their own 
offices. 

Tbe Latin doctor has done 
extensive trials at tbe Uni- 
versity of Aquila in central 
Italy, where he is professor of 
cosmetic medicine. There, he 
first tried using tbe technique 
to eliminate benign tumours, 
cysts of fat that sometimes 
form under the skin. The 
results were encouraging. "It 
was like exploding a bomb in 
a room,” be said. Tbe 
tumours completely dis- 
appeared after four or five 
sessions. 

■ Breaking down deposits of 
cellulite takes slightly longer 

— up to 12 sessions-, but Onde- 
treated the filer pockets are 
gone for good. The treatment 
works by injecting a watery 
solution into the fatty area 
and then passing ultrasonic 
waves through tbe liquid. 
The action of the high-energy 
water bubbles below the sur- 
face of the skin has an explo- 
sive effect on the fat deposits. 
"Of course, it damages the 
tissue acknowledges Dr. 
Ceccareili. “ But there are 
some people who say 7 am 
not a happy person living 
with these pockets of fat on 
my thighs’.” 

In a profession that in- 
cludes scores of charlatans 
with no medical diplomas. 
Dr. Ceccareili is a bona tide 
surgeon. As well as teaching 
at the University of Aquila be 
lectures young doctors at 
Rome ’s Fatebenefratelli Hos- 
pital which now runs a four- 
year programme on cosmetic 
medicine. He is efioosy about 
the techniques be uses, about 
about the 1 type of person to 
whom he prescribes them — 
many cellulite sufferers are 
.victims of circulatory prob- 
lems, he says, and cannot be 
treated with the fat-blasting 
method. 

No magic cure 

• "Unfortunately, this pro- 
fession is full of people who 
want to make money be ex- 
ploiting die unease of the 
kind of people they are deal- 
ing with,” said Dr. Cec- 
careili, whose own even good 
looks and gracefully graying 
hair are doubtlessly an asset. 
‘7 always tell my patients to 
beware of doctors who prom- 
ise them magic results. I tell 
them to go anywhere they 
like for treatment, but to 
make sure tbe feefirzigues are 
explained folly before they 
start. Because in my experi- 
ence, there is no such thing us 
2 magic cure.” 

The Italian doctor is indul- 
gent towards the human 
weakness that makes a grow- 
ing number of women — and 
men — turn to cosmetic 
medicine each year in an 
effort to cheat time and rid 
themselves of double chins , 
sagging eyelids , bulging sto- 
machs and Gabby thighs. 
That, of coarse, is his job, 
one he chose after JOyears of 
working in normal medicare, 
where be specialised in heart 
disease. "I don’t mind con- 



fessing that my chief physi- 
cian looked askance when I- 
told him eight or nine years 
ago that I wanted to go into 
cosmetic medicine” he said. 
“But this Geld actually gjves 
me much greater satisfaction 
because I am talking tip peo- 
ple who are healthy as I 
evaluate their physical condi- 
tion. It’s a much more equal 
relationship. People ‘ who 
come to me are highly moti- 
vated and know exactly what 
they want. Sick people' are 
generally in a state of sub- 
ordination to the doctor.” 
Dr. Ceccareili says he anti- 
cipates the interest in cosme- 
tic medicine to continue as 
prices come down and techni- 
ques improve. That is partly 
because women’s role is 
changing, he says, from the 
child-rearer who rarely leaves 
the house to a person who is 
often more assertive and con- 
cerned about her appear- 
ance: But it is also because 
humans are living much lon- 
ger than they ever did before. 
"In tbe past 100 years the 
average toff expectancy has. 
'.doubled, from 40 yeaisjo 75 
‘or 80, ” saut ~tBe’ doctor. “ 
"These days, a third, of a 
woman ’stiff is lived after she 
reaches the menopause, at 
about. 50. Our species is not 
really ready for that. We 
have to take better care of 
ourselves. We are discover- 
ing that it is not just impor- 
tant to .live longer. We also 
need quality of life.” 

Women of all shapes, ages 
and sizes turn up at Dr. 
Ceccarelli’s dinic, hoping to 
recapture the fresh looks of 
their youth or to hold on to 
the ones they have got. 

“They range from 20 to 60 
years old,” said tbe doctor. 
“Though 40 is the most com- 
mon age. That’s the moment 
when women tend to take a 
fresh look at themselves, 
from the inside and tbe out- 
side.” Some mothers even 
bring their daughters. " They 
want to catch them in time, ” 
said Dr. Ceccareili. “Cosme- 
tic medicine is really the ulti- 
mate type of preventative 
medicine. It’s also about diet, 
paying attention to tilings like 
to much exposure to the sun. 

If yon treat your skin well, 
you can reach 60 without ever 
needing anything in die way 
of cosmetic surgery. ” 

In order to keep their skin 
looking fresh and luminous, 
around 100 of Dr. Ceo 


carellTs patients regularly 
-submit themselves to facial 
injections of extracts of hu- 
man placenta. This, he says, 
is his most popular skin ther- 
apy and is now widely used 
around tbe world. It may not 
be a pretty right to watch as 
the doctor inserts bis 
hypodermic under the eyes, 
around the mouth, in the 
centre of the forehead and 
cheeks. But there are few 
complaints from die patients. ' 
“Do you think so many 
women would do it if it really 
hurt that much?” he asks. 

The placenta extracts pro- 
vide a biological stimulation 
to the cells of the skin,' says 
Dr. Ceccareili. The effect is a 
gradual improvement in elas- 
ticity and tone, as the skin is 
moisturised from within. 

“It doesn’t remove wrink- 
les. It prevents them from 
forming,” said Dr. Cec- 
careili. * Those already thdre 
become muted. I compare it 
’to ironing a dress. The smal- 
ler- creases fall : out ap(l die * 
jgojre k^bornones rqmam.”A 

’Wwinfdm^HHmrs’ 

The stubborn wrinkles can 
be removed with injections of 
collagen, a substance taken 
from beneath tbe skin of 
cows and oxen now exten- 
sively used in cosmetic medi- 
cine. What Dr. Ceccareili re- 
fuses to use is silicone, in- 
creasingly popular as a 
’wrinkle-filler, ’ in spite of the 
ragjng controversy over its 
use for breast implants (see 
the silicone debate). 

According to Dr. Cec- 
careili, silicone injections are 
" highly unadvisable ’’ and 
carry a strong risk that tbe 
patient will end up looking 
worse than before. x 

Silicone can become dis- 
placed beneath tbe skin 's sur- 
face. creating ugly lumps and . 
bumps, he says. “At that 
point, the only way to get it 
out is through surgery. ” A 
frequent second side-effect is 
the formation of Gbrous 
lumps under the skin where 
the silicone has been in- 
jected. This is the body’s own 
natural way of trying to expel 
what is, in effect; a totally 
artitidal substance. “Tbe size 
of these Gbrous capsules 
varies from patient to pa- 
tient, but if they are large and 
unsightly, once again, the 
only solution is tbe knife.” 


thm skin of this 


said the doctor. "That is why 
I always use collagen. It has 
its disadvantages — it does not 
last a tong time and it costs a 
great deal — but at least if 
you don’t like the effects, 
after three or four months 
you look like you did be- 
fore.” 

That is, of course, also one 
of the major drawbacks of 
certain types of cosmetic 
treatments. Both collagen 
and placenta injections must 
be continued for life for the 
effects to be maintained. "It’s 
true, you become addicted, ” 
concedes the doctor. Dr. 
Ceccareili says he makes a 
point of explaining the pros 
and cons before he treats any 
patients. He also tries to per- 
suade some women that they 
should hang bn to some of 
their wrinkles. “ There are 
nonnal lines of expression on 
everyone’s face and it is im- 
portant to come to terms with 
that and not to want to look 
like a doll with a blank face, " 
he said. "But it can be diffi- 
cult for some people who 
b$g reached a certain age to 
gccgpt it*” 

The doctors’ patients pay 
between 100,000 and 150,000 
lire — $85 to $125 — for each 
session, whether it be for 
cellulite or skip treatinenf. 
Tbe cellulite problem can 
usually be dealt with once 
and for all in a course of 5 to 
12 sittings, lie says. The fadal 
injections must be adminis- 
tered once a month , after an 
initial period, when they are 
given once-a-week. 

Staying beautiful is still a 
pricey business, but the fees 
are within the budgets of a 
growing number of people. 
“My patients used to be 
almost exclusively from tbe 
higher socio-economic brack- 
ets, but these days. I’m 
seeing a wider range of peo- 
ple,” said the doctor. Among 
them is a small but sigzuficant 
number of men, especially 
from the world of show busi- 
ness and business manage- 
ment. 

Inevitably, Dr. Ceccarelli’s 
office sees its fair share of 
well-dressed women, with 
plenty of money and time on 
their bands, people for whom 
/laving a cosmetic surgeon is 
a social necessity as mucii as 
anything else. Said the doc- 
tor “Of course I get a lot of 
spoilt women with a great 
deal of money, but a spoilt 
woman is an unhappy one” 
— World News Link. 
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Baker 


(Cortfamed 

had taken so far oo settlements was 
enough for the Arabs. 

“What has been offered stiD needs 
mocfa more to persuade Arab coun- 
tries to go much more quickly and 
more vigorously into the peace pro- 
cess.*' he said. 

But he added: “Do yon expect the 
man to do nrirades in one week? We 
should not be in a bony. One week is 
not eoognh... please give him time." 


page 1) - 

Mr. Baker was asked whether the 
Arab response to Mr. Rabin's mi bar 
trves bad been adequate. 

“I hope you wfll see after the 
Parties get together again at die table 
some concrete progress," he said. 
*TOe results and momentum are only 
going to be produced by tin parties 
“““selves sitting down, at the table. 
But I am very optimistic that we have 
an opportunity to see that happens.” 


REFCO 


(Continued 

cent), has been losing since 1986 
and that its retained earnings as of 
end of 1990 were in the negative by 
JD395.018- 

A third company, the National 
Development and Finance Cor- 
poration, has Ranged with ■ the 
Arab Finance Corporation to form 
the Union Bank for Savings and 
Investment. The Jordan Golf Real- 
Estate Investment, winch was also 


from page 1) 

set up in 1982 to deal in construc- 
tion of hooting, commercial cen- 
tres, offices and warehouses, lost 
steadily from 1986 untti 1990. the 
last year for which official figures 
are available. Its retained carnmgs 
were in the negative by 
JD1 ,497,736 at the end of 1990 

against an authorised and paid-in 

capital of JD3 million and share- 
holders' equity of JD1.5 million. 


Israeli pledge 


(Continued from page 1) 

"From what we understood from 
die secretary, it seems there is a 
willingness on behalf of Israel to stop 
the delays and go ahead seriously 
with the negotiations to achieve just 


and lasting peace in line with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338,” added the Jordanian official. 

The Jordanian official said Mr. 
Baker did not ask Amman for any 
confidence-buQduig measures such as 
supporting an end to an Arab econo- 
mic boycott of Israel in return for 
Israel's pledge to freeze new building 
contracts in the occupied territories. 

"We did not talk about confidence 


building. Wc have nothing to contri- 
bute to that now,” he said. 

King Hussein Tuesday declined to 
say whether he would back such 
measures and said it would be up to 
(he Arab League to discuss issues 
such as ending .• (he 44-year-old 
boycott. 

Meanwhile, Jordan denied an 
Israeli press report on Tuesday that 
King Hussein held secret talks in 


London with the Jewish state's chief 
negotiator with the Jordanian- 
Palestinian peace team. 

"Of course it's not true," a palace 
official told Reuters, adding there 
would be no public statement. 

The office of negotiator Elryakim 
Rubinstein, who is also Israel's 
cabinet secretary, declined comment 
on the story in the leftist A! Hamish- 
mar newspaper. 


APPLY FOR THE 
AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD 
AT UNION BANK FOR 
SAVINGS & INVESTMENT. 


NOT TRANSFERABLE 


r'/ 


§ 

1 

si 


ifA 


Si. 











THERE'S NEVER 
BEEN A BETTER TIME 
TO APPLY. 










5"' 4 • J 

j, •xi’je , 

















A! ^ JMaraal wij].staisfy you 

J- 1 ■-■V* ■ -• -- -■ f \ ’ 

'I , ' i ' • 

Bu^pne and get r 
t^4 ! S&sbne|s for free 






Union Bank Few Savings &. Investment 


Cards 


VX-h’SK-t 




Hijazi & Ghosheh Food Stuff s Co . 886155 Amman , Jordan. 


HG 


Bye-elections 

(CoBtfamcd from page 1) 

day. Local political observers be- 
lieve that the polarisation of candi- 
dates wQl wort in the Brother- 
hood's favour as it did in the 1989 
elections. _____ 

"The Brotherhood’s supporters 
are a find number and thus as long 
as their candidate gets more votes 
dun tuny other single candidate 
they wilf win," said one observer- 
The "fixed number" is some' 
6,500 in Madaha and 4,300 in the 
Fourth District, judging from the 
election results of 1989. 

Thus analysts say other candi- 
dates stand a good chance of win- 
ning the seats provided they are 
not too many of them. _ 

"One of our problems is that we 
don’t have primaries," observed 
one Abu Gfaanem s upp orter. 

Madaba has some 6.000 Christ- 
ian voters and some 3,000 Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin; the rest 
are East Bank Jordanian Muslims 
almost aU of whom have tribal 
affiliations. The tribe to which Mr. 
Shafchanbeh belongs has 9,000 
members, according to family 
members. 

In the Fourth District four 
tribaHy~ affiliated candidates were 
in the running as of Wednesday. 

Two members of the A1 Hadid 
dan, Anwar Hadid and DeifaDah 
Hadid, have announced their can- 
didacies. They are joined by 
Mohammad Sbobaki and Saimaa 
Dabubi, both members of major 
tribes in 'the district. 

Observers note that if the 
Brotherhood ctaoses to field a 
candidate in the district the politic- 
al balance could be changed from 

tribal to Islamic 
“If the Brotherhood fields a 
member of a popular tribe who is 
also with die Brotherhood or at 
least Islamist, then he would have 
the greatest chance of winning," 
said an observer in Qwefemeh. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKNG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 



JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. it 
. Packing, shipping, i 
forwarding, storage, H 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air.' Sea and Land 
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AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12M-15M& 1830-2330 

. Tel: 03-314415 



The Flrat Spa fa the Kdde East based, on hot SuKnrons mineral Water 
Springs of high mineral GwcHtteation for Die One of 
’ Klmmattan * Arthritis * Sinusitis * Digestive diseases 
Or dust for blood dErcukatlon enhancement 

50% Discount 

1 On Room Rates 

For Ron Jordanians ’ Residents ” 

Amman x 088271/2 , 608279 , 688310 • Location : 08 M05OO 



* Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

* Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone S21S58, Fax 
•28163 



The first ftbest 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman. near 
AhJiyyahJjirls School 


Open daily 12:00-330 

p.m. 

6:30~Midnigbt 
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Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebd Amman - 3 rd Code 
For Reservation Thl 615060 -1 


4 RENT 

Super deluxe villa, two 
storey building with base- 
ment, 5 bedrooms, 5 bath- 
rooms, office, big living 
area and big basement for 
services. 850 sq. metres. 
Location: Um Utheina 
opposite the residence of 
the Saudi Arabian ambas- 
sador. 

For further details please call: 

Abdonn Real Estate 

T.L: 810605 , 810609, 810520 

Fax: 810520 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 ’ Midnight > 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEIi 

|U2«|I|IS 


Amman -Tei 668193 
PO Bo/ 9403 -Fa* 602434 
Tele/ 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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TAIWAlf T0URISM0 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. ML 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

abal Amman-3 rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 J 
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Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 

Music 


BELLY DANCI 


Res:665121 



Open 1J:30-3JU A ^Ou-lIJO dii 7 > 


Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hole! 


Tel. 681922, Amman 
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Athletes start to arrive in 
Barcelona; excitement grows 


BARCELONA CAP) — Forget 
Elvis. Cobi is everywhere. 

The mascot of te summer 
games is the sorest — and most 
frequent — sign of the impending 
Olympiad. It appears on every- 
thing in Barcelona from T-shirts 
to trash bags to a blimp. While 
the cute little critter was in the 
spotlight, his day in the warm 
Mediterranean sun is almost 
over. Athletes are arriving — 
more than 1,200 Tuesday alone,* 
from Ghana to Great Britain, 
were due in town throughout the 
day. 

South Africa is here for the 
fust time in 32 years. Its delega- 
tion of 97 athletes and 33 officials 
arrived Tuesday. Left off the 
roster was U.S.-born javelin 
thrower Tom Petranoff, who re- 
cently became a South African 
citizen. 

Petranoff was opposed by 
black members of the team be- 
cause of his participation in a 
1989 tour of the country at a time 
there was an international sports 
boycott over apartheid. 

The U.S. basketball “dreaiA 
team" warmed up Tuesday 
against France in Monte Carlo. It 
opens gold medal run Sunday 


against Angola. Not exactly a 
powerhouse. 

That gives Michael Jordan- 
and-co. four days off, but many 
of the gold-medal hopefuls 
wouldn’t mind getting things 
under way right now. Opening 
ceremonies for the games, the 
first to come off without a boycott 
since 1972, are set for Saturday. 

‘Tin sick of running in the 
morning and training and going 
to the gym and sparring and 
weighing in ax camp. The next 
time I want to weigh in, I want go 
out and beat somebody in the 
ring." said U.S. boxer Vemon 
Forrest. 

The home team of Spain is 
looking forward to entertaining 
its countrymen by collecting as 
many medals as possible. "This is 
going to be the Olympiad of 
Spanish boxing," promised fight- - 
er Sergio Fernandez Torres. 

Among the athletes are 17 
worlds record holders, including 
Ukrainian pole-vaulter Sergei 
Bubka. Cuban high-jumper 
Javier Sotomayor and U.S. hep- 
tatfalete Jackie Joyner-Kersee. 

One of those record-holders 
was at it again Tuesday in the 
final Olympic track warm-up. 


Mike Powell of the U.S. deli- 
vered the farthest long jump ever 
— 8.99 metres (29 feet 6 inches, 
3.81 centimetres) (1.3 inches) 
longer than the world record he 
set at the world championships 
last year. 

The record, along with a 7.63- 
metre (25 0 16) jump by Heflce 
Drecasler of Germany, will not 
count because it was wind-aided. 

A number of Yugoslav athletes 
found out Tuesday tbey won’t be 
coming at all. The United Na- 
tions Security Council committee 
approved the participation of in- 
dividual Yugoslav athletes, but 
turned thumbs down on team 
competition as a violation of 
U.N. sanctions against the coun- 
try. 

Translation: About 80 of the 
118 Yugoslav athletes — includ- 
ing its water polo team, the de- 
fending gold medalists — won't 
compete at Barcelona. 

There were many signs of the 
coming excitement. You can’t 
walk a block without running into 
one of the 16,076 folks in town 
with Olympic credentials — ab- 
out 40 per cent of the total figure 
expected by Saturday's torch- 
lighting. 


The Barcelona Olympics 

On The Largest T.V. Screen In Town 


Barcelona 92 

rsr\ 
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Bring your friends to watch World Athletics breaking records at 

Al-Rudha pub; 

Special food & beverage menu during the Olympics. 


I j q I till q < q 
The Philadelphia 



INTERNATIONAL 


For reservations please call: 663100 , 


Look for body checks with a 
twist at the 2002 games. The IOC 
voted Tuesday to make women’s 
ice hockey a medal event 10 years 
down the road. The governing 
body also approved medals in 
men's and women's curling for 
the same year. 

Both sports could debut in the 
medals category four years earlier 
if they’re approved by organisers 
in Nagano, Japan, the site of the 
1998 games. 

Also added to the winter medal - 
chase were freestyle skiing aerials 
and two new short-track speeds- 
kating events — the men’s 500 
metres and the women’s 1,000 
metres. 

Those three will begin two 
years from now in Lfllehammer, 
Norway. 

A1 Ramtha 
goal-keeper 
hospitalised 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A1 Ramtfaa’s 
goalkeeper, Ahmad Abn 
Naso oh, is currently recuperating 
form a kidney injury he sustained 
last week during A1 Ramtha's 
match against A1 Arabi which A1 
Ramtha won 5-1 to regain tfieir 
lead in soccer's first division 
standings. 

Abu Nasouh is in Princess Bas- 
ina Hospital in Irbid and doctors 
say he is making a speedy recov- 
ery and would be back in shape 
soon. 


Kuala Lumpur 
to host 

Commonwealth 

Games 

Barcelona (AP) — Australia 
wasn't happy when it lost out to 
Atlanta to host the 1986 Olym- 
pics. Losting to Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, for the 1998 Common- 
wealth Games really hurt. 

“The basic criterion should be:*. 
Can the country do the job 
right?’* Adelaide, Australia,. 
Mayor Steve Condous said Tues- 
day when the Commonwealth 
Games Association announced 
the selection. 

"If that were die criterion, Fd 
be over-confident Adelaide 
would win it. Unfortunatelv. that 
is not the case... It Wuj a total 
political exercise.’’ 

"I don't mind being beaten by 
a country that puts on a better 
show than us, he said. “But that’s 
not what happ> -ed her." 

Losing by a 40-25 vote of coun- 
tries that are members of the 
British Commonwealth, it was 
the second major disappointment 
in two years for Australia, which 
had Melbourne bid and lose for 
the 1996 Olympics. 

In 1990, Australia led the cri- 
ticism of the IOC, claiming It 
"sold out” the games 


IF WE'RE FIY1N&T0 HOLLYWOOD. 
WE SHOULD BE GOING OVER 
SOME MOUNTAINS PRETTY SOON, 
SHOULDN'T WE ? 



ITS BEEN A SMOOTH FLIGHT 50 
FAR, THOUGH, HASN'T IT? 


ALMOST A5 IF WE'RE NOT 
FLYING AT ALL.. 






SAY SALLY. LlSSEN! 
TELLYdUE GIRLFRIEND 
EVERYTHING'S G.K' I JUST 
METAPALCFMINE'HE 
CAN TAKE fllKES PLACE. 
VEH! MARE IT SNAPPY s 

Sugar*] 




OLYMPIC NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pieterse to run in Olympics 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Zola Pieterse will compete in the 
3,000-metre run at the Barcelona Olympics despite a health scare 
that almost caused her to withdraw, her manager said. Pieterse, 
formerly known as Zola Budd, drew worldwide attention in 1984 
when she left South Africa so she could compete in the Los 
Angeles Olympics under a British passport and avoid a sports 
moratorium to protest apartheid. Her times in 1991 were world 
dass. However, she has failed to match those times this year and 
underwent medical tests last week in England out of fear die had 
a physical ailment. Her manager, Brian Levine, said Tuesday 
night that after the medical tests and vitamin treatments Monday, 
Pieterse felt better and planned to run ih Barcelona. 

Becker tones down Olympic remarks 

BARCELONA (R) — Former Wimbledon champion Boris 
Becker has soothed the ruffled feathers, of his Olympic team- 
mates after a row over his remarks that he was coming to 
Barcelona only to bask in the games' atmosphere. “Every 
sportsman dreams of playing once at the Olympics,” Becker said 
in an interview published in the German magazine Stem. “I now 
have this chance and 1 am going to grab it gratefully. " Becker had 
upset fellow members of the Gherman Olympic squad by saying in 
a previous magazine interview that he was more interested in 
having coffee with other famous names like Carl Lewis than in 
winning for his country. But Becker tokl Stem: "I will live 

in the Athletes’ Village and I will march as one of the German 
team by the opening ceremony. That is what will give me the most 
pleasure." 

Man bares all for Olympic torch 

VALENCIA (R) — An exhibitionist stripped off and bared all as 
crowds in Valencia welcomed the Olympic torch on its way to the 
Barcelona Games. Police said the 28-year-old man, a habitual 
offender who had been caught 13 times before, was arrested for 
“exhibitionism and gesticulating with his genitals.” He resisted 
arrest until being forcibly detained and taken away for question- 
ing. 

Princess Anne rules out IOC pesidency 

LONDON (R) — Britain's Princess Anne has ruled out taking 
over from Spain's Joan Antonio Samaranch as president of die 
International Olympic Committee (IOC). In an interview with the 
Times newspaper, the princess said Mr. Samaranch had turned 
the post into a full time job since he took over from Lord Killanin 
in 1980. “That is the number one reason why there is no way I 
would ever contemplate my name being put forward," she said. 
“It does require a great deal of time and I simply could not 
envisage myself doing it." The princess, 42, is president of the 
International Equestrain Federation and the British Olympic 
Association as well as being a member of the IOC. She denied 
speculation there was a campaign to push her forward for the post 
erf IOC president, when Mr. Samaranch’s term of office ends next 
year. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JULY 24, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Liberating yourself, from obliga- 
tions and responsibilities from me 
past while organising your future 
brings more efficiency and comfort 
to your busy everyday life. Keep 
tactful. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Messages from after and near bring 
a new set of conditions bot later 
you are able to get into the factual 
results required at your outside 
interests. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 
You see ways to utilise a practical 
condition in the morning so your 
business affaire will be in better 
.shape, then tonight study new ways 
to get ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Be 
direct with a partner in changes 
you would like to make in your 
association, then you win be able 
to spend tonight getting into prac- 
tical aspects of these. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Many tasks can be quickly 
finished in the morning by concen- 
trated application while tonight 
you can get off and do what you 
have agreed. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider new pleasures or ways to 
enjoy usual ones during the morn- 
ing but then after noon through 
tonight get into the various tasks 
awaiting your attention. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Avoid doing anything at home 
this morning that could cause any 


friction while -tonijght you 'Can de- 
. tide the relatkHBhip.yoa want tp>; 
exist with Jwfiir' mate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have many calls of all 
types to return so get them done in 
the morning while tonight you wiD 
be able to handle material con- 
cerns at borne. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Look for ways to efficiently 
handle a long standing obligation 
in the morning then yon can get 
out and uncover data you need for 
a new attack for success. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You own affairs of a 
persona] nature require much 
attention this morning while 
tonight you are able to get into 
ways and means to have greater 
abundance. 

• I 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are some 
changes required in an annoying 
situations after which you can use 
your charm and ingenuity to get 
the things you most desire. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is a morning to avoid a 
dispute between mate and a close 
comrade then you wDl be able to, 
.get into your own practical prob- 
lems and solve diem. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March ' 
20) Think about what you can do 
to increase accord between family 
and outsiders before you spend 
your time enjqyfbg good friends, 
interesting acquaintances. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITM OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
O1901 Tribune UaOa B evtaW. Inc. 

BEST COMPUTER BRIDGE PROGRAM YET 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 8 6 3 
.9 A Q J 9 
0 62 

* 8 6 6 3 

WEST EAST 

* J 9 4 ft Q 10 7 2 

V 7 4 3 9 8 

v A Q 10 9 0 J 7 4 

ft Q J 10 *19742 

SOUTH 
ft AK 5 
9 K 10 8 6 2 
0 K8 8 8 
ft A - 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

19 Paas 29 Pare 

4 9 Pan Paaa Paas 

Opening lead: Queen of ft 
So far, computers are no substi- 
tute for human brainpower— the 
computer can't reason. That’s why, 
although there are sophisticated 
computerized chess games because 
the computer simply prefects from a 
pure position where ul the facts are 
known, no good bridge play program 
has yet been developed. But Base 
Iff, written by Fred Gxtelmsn and 
Sheri Weinstock (Available from 
MkroNathmal Int, 3 Electronics 
Ave., Danvers, Mass. 01923, $199 
phis $10 shipping and handling. 
Needs 640K RAM), does just about 
everything else. 

any /fcaify lft rinmm y prob- 


lem of 13 cards or fewer, and odds 
are the computer wJl come up with, 
the right solution. Supply it with a 
suit combination, and tli» computer 
wOI give yon the best hue. Offer it a 
choice of Unas, and it vriQ provide 
you with the odds on **eh Enter a 
collection of hands you played in a 
tourhament, then study and analyze 
them at your leisure. 

Take this hand. Playing in four 
hearts, declarer won the opening 
lead in hand, crossed to dummy 
with a trump and led a diamond to 

the kin g and ace. East exited with a 
trump, won declarer’s diamond con- 
tinuation and fad another trump. 
Declarer was able to ruff a diamond 
on the table, but ended up losing 
three diamond* and a spade — down 
one. 

Base [IT show* that, had declarer 1 
■needed 11 trick*, this was the car- 
net line. But since only 10 tricks 
were required to fulfill the contract 
declarer had not taken advantage of 
the fact he dodged an mtthi 
trump lead. 

The winning Ktm is to lead a dia- 
mond away from the king at trick 
two. The defender* can win ud 
sadteh to a tramp, and lead another 
trump when they wg*wh the bad in 
diamonds. But there are still two 
trumps left in dummy with which to 
niff two diamonds, and declarer 
loses an]y a spade and two 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JULY 23, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: As 
certain communications cause you 

to wonder if you are doing the right 

tfang you wffl need to double check 
your comment and writing. Your 
high energy helps you find the 
clarifications. 

ARIES: (March 21 to Apifl 19) 

Consider what new dements in 
your life, whether persons or con- 
ditions can be the best means for 
advancement and pot them quickly 
into effect. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 
Make a point of showing more 
romantic fervor in your dealing 
with the one you lave the mast and 
'you quickly find more affection to 
be yours. 

-GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can get a straight shooting associ- 
ate to give you some veiy valuable 
suggestions and support if you con- 
fine yourself te what that person 
advises. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to get busy at the 
very materialistic phase of your 
talents but they should be very 
creative and cover much scope of 
action. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are all stirred up to have a good 
tim e at some new outlet or recrea- 
tion in which you have not engaged 
before this so do make specific 
arran g ement. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever is going on at your 
■home can be constructive if It is 


something you have not tried be- 
fore and has some vision connected 
with it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A broad minded and magnam- 
.xnons friend can give you very 
valuable advice just what to do in 

order to handle a long standing 
opportunity that has been dor- 
mant.' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your best approach at 
outride vocational activity can be 
the means for adding to your in- 
come and assets by thinking in 
bigger terms. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your desire now is 
to be off and away to some fasci- 
nating interests unknown to you 
before this which' is very good if , 
you channel your time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Try today to get some 
problem affair of the one who 
mean the most to you on a more 
radical basis but do so in a con- 
fidential manner for best results. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) An outside partner sees 
bow you and a friend can be more 
productive with some venture that 
you are both eager to mafc«» a 
howling success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A tiresome situation at home 
that seems interminable has a good 
chance of being rightly resolved 
now by discussing it with family 
and an expert. 


THE BETTER HALF. 




By Harris 



Thousands of bugs are raising 
families in our grass. The lawn mower 
would wake the babies!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
■ four ordinary wards. 


TURET 


FLECT 



□ 

□ 

□ 

mm 


1 REBOFE 

I 

UZ 

mmmm 





NERGEE 


mm 

IE 


A& HE APPROACHES 
THE RACETRACK, HE 
SAW TH/S SI6JSL 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MAIZE WOMEN USEFUL KIDNAP 
A n swer How the whole world learned that the plumbing 
In that Government bufldina needed to be 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 


ACROSS 
t London gaDery 
S Alluvial deposit 
10 Army rank: abbr. 
14-KSndof board - 

15 Make a dfflgerit 
effort 

16 Operatic prince 

17 CM herb 

18 Genealogist's 


20 Way to go: abbr. 

21 Spasms 

22 Supply with 


23 Praying figure in 
art 

25 Thesis precerler 

26 AvaBaUe 

28 Papal palace 


33 Golfer’s aim 
35 Sour 
38 Los — , Cal. 

37 ‘Yaked In — " 

38 limp's cousin 

39 Author Elizabeth 

40 Lombardy 
commune 

41 Tikes on again 

43 6ty on the Rio 

Grande 

44 Units of work 

45 Stephen 
Vincent— 

46 Rare ... 
48 And 

50 Co8ege cheer 
53 OfMhe-ground 
structures 

55 Pedro's coin 

56 Regatta Hama 

57 Czariat decree 

58 Genuine 

59 Chin, seaport 
80 Taste or feeing 
61 Spot 

DOWN 

1 Ruler of oM 

2 Family cktie 
member 

SArborvHae * 

4 Salamander 

5 Sped out - 
fl Precise* 


aaaa 

am 


aaHHH aaa 




7 Moon vehicles 
ff Numerical prefix 
9 Legendary 
Weed 

'10 Ot lemons and 


11Taj*t«hrisfcr 
12 VaraUHr* 
HSubject ofjhb 
r. . puzzle . 
Abominable ■ 
-snowmen 
21 Legend 

24 Peel 

25 Baseball's Her* 

26 Khayyam 

27 Lees obnoxious 

28 Aye and nay 
29DMckMM 

producers 
.30 Mythological 
nymph 

32 Former veep 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnin nnnrr.rannoE 
nnn nnnnn nnann 
„ nr.nn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnmnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nr,n nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn ntinnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn Finn 
nnnnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


40— ‘war 

42 Dissent 

43 Renter 


34 Gamblpg capital 45 Consecrate 

48 Old promenade 

37 Oeae feeder 47 Stuff 

aSDKMwueiree 4a0f-ptanes 


49 — example 

51 Speed letters 

52 Sacrdd 
54 Small 
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LONDON EXCHANGE BATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and setting rates for 
leading worid carreodes ana gold against the dollar at snidsessiori 
on theUmdon foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9025/35 

U.S. dollars 

1.1896/1901 

Canarfian dollar 

1.4905/15 

Deutschmarks 

1.6795/05 

Dutch guilders 

13200/10 

Swiss francs 

30.68/72 

Belgian francs 

5.0300/50 

French francs 

1132/1133 

Italian lire * 

126.47/52 

Japanese yen 

5.4200/50 

Swedish crowns 

5.8650/8700 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7430/80 

Danish crowns 

$35730357.70 
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4.750 

,114,067 

2.910 

2.300 

3.910 

1,040 

4.170 

4.160 

4.160 

36,635 

13.500 

13.600 

13-600 

14,060 

3.450 

3.300 

3.350 

1,103 

1.570 

1.600 

1.570 

11,004 

3.100 

3.100 

3.100 

10.32S 

6.670 

6.670 

6.650 

4,784 

3.550 

3.550 

3.540 

16,903 

1.250 

1.250 

1.250 

BOS 

1.740 

1.770 

1.770 

2.299 

0.600 

0.600 

0.600 

66.471 

5.150 

S.1B0 

5.140 

16,016 

2.140 

2.140 

2.130 

9.12B 

6.410 

B.460 

B.4S0* 


1,B66,62S 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO ■ — Tokyo’s Nikkei average closed at a new six-year low, 
dropping 460.46 points or 2.88 pet to 15,541.95. Brokers said 
investors were wary abont prospects for the economy, corporate 
profits and stocks. 

SYDNEY — Australian shares closed lower after a strong start, 
dragged down by losses in Tokyo. The All Ordinaries Index fell 
two points to 1,607.2. 

HONG KONG — The Hong Kong stock exchange was dosed due 
to approaching tropical storm Gary. Die Hang Seng Index closed 
on Tuesday 23.95 points higher at 6,010.44. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed steadier on bargain-hunting after 
falling for two consecutive days but many investors remained 
cautiopsly on the sidelines. The Straits Times Industrial Index 
rose 2.44 points 1,436.90. 

BOMBAY — Share prices retreated after profit-taking triggered a 
strong start. Brokers blamed uncertainty. The Bombay Stock 
/Exchange Index fell 52.47 pants to 2,818.12. ' 

' YRANKFDRT^^Gtbman shares (Joiftmuedto fall bringing the 
Dax Index’s losses since last week’s Bundesbank discount rates 
rise to 112 points. The Dax* dropped 31.55 pants to 1,628.22. 

ZURICH — Dealers said news that Germany’s M3 money supply 
was still running a high 8.7 per cent depressed prices. The SPI 
Index fell 16.2 points to 1,111.7. 

PARIS — Shares dosed at their lowest level since Christmas as 
torrid growth in the German money supply fueled fueled broker 
pessimism. The CAC-40 Index was down 35.18 points at 1,727.49. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Opel Rekord, colour silver, 83 model, automatic, 
very good condition. 

Please call No. 822472/Ext. 2801 




INTERNATIONA!. COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Khllda, Amman 
Now Registering for September 1992 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-11 years and we 
are the only school in Amman to offer the full British curriculum 
adapted for the international community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support for 
non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. qualified and music. P.E 
and drama are taught by specialists right through the school. 
French and Arabic are also offered. 

The school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment — care 
is taken to meet the needs of each individual child. Visits, 
encouraged. 

Registrations are now being taken for the Autumn term 
•vary Monday morning between 
9 ajiL and 12 noon throughout July and August 
Telephone: 841070, fax: 047109 






Cinema Tel: 677420 x xCinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


WEEKEND AT BERNUES 

Shorn: 3-30, 6:15, 830, 1030 



Mel Gibson... in 

BIRD ON A WIRE 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 


Special shows for children at 1 1 a.m. on Thursdays, 
X^Fridays. Saturdays and Sundays / 


TO: 67557 


N 


Tel: 625155 


Play for the whole tartly 

SHEHREZADE AND SINRAD 

Please can A1 Mashfni Theatre to arrange for special perform! 
ances to- schools and summer centres. 

Soon Abu Awad wil be performing in 

TA’A U QAIMEH (CHAOS) 





AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

'"Aldan New World and Local 
Ordars” 


Show Rails d 830 pjn. 




Kuwait 
National 
Council 
demands 
jobs for all 

KUWAIT (R) — * Kuwait’s par- 
txaly elected National Gooncil 
passed a resolution Tuesday de- 
mazKfing government jobs for all 
educated Kuwaiti citizens. 

“The members affirmed the 
need to find suitable jobs for all 
Kuwaitis applying for work in 
various state departments and in- 
stitutions,” the official KUNA 
news agency said. Most working 
Kuwaitis are employed in the 
state sector. ' 

The resolution needs cabinet 
approval to be binding. 

The emirate has used its oil 
wealth to set up an extensive 
welfare state, with a range of 
allowances and free education 
and health services. Daring the 
Gulf war, die government paid 
the hotel bills of citizens outside 
the country.. 

Islamic 
banks lend 
Pakistan 
$200m 

MANAMA (R) — Pakistan has 
secured S200 million in financing 
from Islamic banks under two 
separate agreements signed in 
Bahrain this week. 

Fay sal Is lamic Bank of Bahrain 
E.C. (FIB) said Wednesday it 
would arrange a $100 million 
finance deal for Cotton Export 
corporation of Pakistan (PVT) 
Limited. 

The one-year deal, signed in 
Bahrain Wednesday, involves 
two consecutive six-month syndi- 
cated loans of $100 million, and is 
guaranteed by Pakistan’s central 
bank, an FIB statement said. 

This transaction brings the tot- 
al amount provided by the bank 
to the Pakistani firm to $1.5 
billion since August 1987, the 
statement said. 

Twenty financial institutions 
will contribute to the deal. 

On Tuesday, Pakistan signed 
another $100 million facility with 
the Jeddah-based Islamic De- 
velopment Bank (IDB) to finance 
imports of fertilizers. 

■The one-year finance package, 
also signed in Bahrain and 
guaranteed by Pakistan’s central 
bank, will be provided by a syndi- 
cate of 19 Islamic financial in- 
stitutions. 


Unemployment in OECD 
countries likely to climb 
to 30 million this year 


PARIS (R) — Unemployment in 
file world’s richest countries will 
approach 30 million in 1992 and a 
ptck-Bp in economic growth mil 
not be enough on its own to 
deliver a significant drop, the 
OECD said Wednesday. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) a think-tank of 24 
rich industrial countries, said in 
an annual report that unemploy- 
ment across its member nations 
would average 29.9 million m 
1992, np from 27.9 million in 
1991. _ • 

It forecasts average economic 
growth next year of three per 
cent, which would barely dent 
unemployment. The jobless total 
would frill by only half a million 
to 29.4 million in 1993. 

In 1983, when the OECD pub- 
lished its first employment re- 
port, the total was 31 million. A 
foil to 243 million in 1990 after a 
period of sustained economic 
growth was all but reversed in the 
current slump. 

Tom Alexander, director of the 
OECD’s education, employment, 
labour and social affairs section, 
said unemployment was now at 
the top of the political agenda. 

But a solution to the land of 
structural unemployment that ex- 
ists in the developed world re- 
quired more than foster growth 
and short-term political gestures. 


he told a news conference. 

Since policy-makers had to jug- 
gle with sometimes contradictory 
aims, Mr. Alexander put "more 
faith in st r u c tura l re fo rms to 
labour markets than in a revival 
of growth. 

“Structural unemployment will 
certainly be in some ways attenu- 
ated by growth but it won't go 
away,” he said. 

Resfrncturing the labour mar- 
ket, especially stepping up efforts 
to match workers to jobs with 
training if necessary, is more im- 
portant than growth in the long 
term,” Mr. Alexander said. 

“None of these (measures) are 
going to be a banner headline 
tomorrow,” be said. But together 
they would produce results. 

The OECD is particuaiy con- 
cerned that the skills of people 
aged 55 or more were wasted 
because they were being forced 
into early retirement. Incentives 
to leave jobs early ought to be 
reviewed and phased retirement 
encouraged, it says. 

It also wants economic policy 
to take more account of social 
factors now that inflation has 
been tamed. 

“One of the themes of our 
soda! policy ministerial meeting 
will be looting at social policy as 
an investment in file economy,... 
as an important tool of govern- 
ments in their policy-making, not 
simply a remedial tool that is 


called upon to fix the problems 
that have arisen,” Mr. Alexander- 
said. - • 

OECD social affairs ministers, 
are due to meet in December.-; 

Mr. Alexander’s directorate* 
was mandated by OECD govern- 
ments at tbe top-level minister^, 
meeting in June to look at tbe' 
causes of high unemployment and- 
the economic policy mis* 
appropriate to tackle it. The rev. 
port is doe next year. 

“One of the tasks we have s&> 
ourselves is to try and encourage 
governments to see policy?, 
making as a holistic process, 1 ' Ms.- 
Alexander said' 

.The OECD has been pushing! 
hard for active labour market: 
policies — asking governments -to' 
retain the unemployed rather > 
than just dole out benefits — add 
also wants national education! 
curricula to reflect the needs. -of > 
industry more dosely. 

One bright spot in the repon.is: 
a growth in self-employment 1 
since 1979 after a long-term until 
the 1970s. By 1990, oae in eight, 
of the non-farm workforce was' 
self-employed. . • 

This turnaround might partly 
reflect labour market rigidities 
but the OECD said government;, 
should seek to nurture a revival m* 
the enterpreneurial spirit by gjv-i; 
ing the self-employed better ac- 
cess to finance and training* 
courses. « 


USAIR-B.A. link to form 
world’s biggest airline alliance 


LONDON (R) — British Air- 
ways PLC (B.A.) said Tuesday it 
would buy a 21 per cent stake in 
loss-making U.S. domestic car- 
rier USAIR Group Inc to form 
tbe world's biggest airline alliance 
in terms of passengers and re- 
venue. 

USAIR ranks fifth in the worid 
in passengers (famed and B.A. 
11th. 

Together they would be bigger 
than U.S. giants American, Delta 
and United Airlines and second 
only to Aeroflot, the flag carrier 
of the former Soviet Union — 
which B.A. says is unlikely to 
remain a single entity for long. 

“We are not talking about a 
merger as such at this point id 
time,” B.A.’s chief executive 
Colin Marshall told a news con- 
ference. 


Chairman Lord King described 
file $750 million deal as ‘’the first 
major step towards creating a 
truly global carrier.” 

“USAIR makes an ideal part- 
ner,” Lord King said.” We have 
route networks that link neatly 
and common interests.” 

B.A. has been looking for an 
entry to the vast U.S. domestic 
m&Tket for some time and 
USAIR's strong presence on the 
U.S. east coast and extensive 
route network is a major attrac- 
tion. 

The British airline foiled in an 
earlier attempt to buy the. U.S. 
number three. United Airlines, 
and recent merger talks - with 
Dutch flag carrier KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines, which holds a 
stake in Northwest Airlines, be- 
came deadlocked in the final 


stages. 

Fierce domestic price wars ; 
have pushed most surviving U.S. ; 
airlines into the red and USAIR - 
is no exception. It lost $415 mil- * 
lion before tax in 1991 after a ; 
1990 deficit of $656 million and - 
lost another $85 million in the - 
first quarter of 1992. 

Bnt the airline’s Tom Lagow; 
told the news conference it had 
embarked on a number of.' 
structural changes and expected 
an improvement this year. 

B.A. was the world's most pro- 
fitable airline in 1991 with a .- 
pre-tax profit of £285 million:. 
($540 million). 

The deal has still to be cleared 
by the U.S., British and Euro- 
pean Community competition- 
bodies, a process Mr. Marshall 
expects to take several months. 


Reuters announces takeover of Visnews 


LONDON ( AP) — Reuters Hold- 
ings PLC announced Tuesday it is 
taking full control of Visnews, the 
international television news 
agency, by acquiring the minority 
shareholdings held by the Nation- 
al Broadcasting Company (NBC) 
and the British Broadcasting 
Corp. (BBC). “We intend to 
invest in television and make 


Visnews a more powerful force 
by extending its operations into 
Reuters’ network of 118 report- 
ing bureaus worldwide,” said- Pe- 
ter Job, the Reuters chief execu- 
tive and chairman of Visnews. 

Reuters, which already owned 
51 percent of Visnews. said it had 
reached agreement to buy NBC’s 


37.75 per cent and the BBC's 
11.25 per cent shareholdings. 

Mr. Job declined, at a news 
conference, to reveal how much 
Reuters would pay for the NBC 
and BBC shareholdings, saying it 


was “a private matter between 
the parties.” 

But be said Reuters would 
“invest millions of pounds" to 
re-equip Visnews and strengthen 
its resources for tbe 1990s. 


For Rent In Shmeisani 

Furnished ground floor apartment In a villa, in a quiet residential 
area, consisting of one/two bedrooms and accessories. Well 
kept garden, telephone, central heating are available. 

For Information call Mr. Sami at 668464 or 665804 


CAR FOR SALE 

TOYOTA COROLLA. 1984 model, navy blue, in good 
condition, duty unpaid, 1300cc. 

Please call 843555 
Ext. 3992 (after 5 p.m.) 


Semi Famished Villa For Rent 

Consisting of three bedrooms, one master, salon, and dining 
room, three bathrooms, kitchen, garage, garden and central 
heating. New furniture. 

Location: Sweifiyeh - east of Modem Education Schools - beside 
Amer Building. Annual rent 

Tel. 617663 


Indian national Kehar Singh lost his Indian passport 
issued June 1, 1992 in Amman. Its number is E 304559. 

If found please hand to the Embassy of India, 
Amman or call tel. 821788. Thank you. 


JAGUAR FOR SALE 

Jaguar XJ6, 87 model, full options, excellent condition, 
foreign plates. 

Please call tel. 681806 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

3 bedrooms, guest & dining room, sitting room. 

3 bathrooms, fully furnished equipped kitchen. , ■ 

■■■■ — ■. oh 

Coll: 616096-616097 
. Between 4.00 & 6.00 P.M. 



Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


FOR RENT/(8th Circle) 

Fully furnished 1st floor in a 2-floor villa. One master 
bedroom and another 2 bedrooms, two bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, sitting room, dining room, garden, 
private garage, entrance and telephone. 

Contact 818202 


Fairrished Apar&ment For Rent 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon and dining with an area 
of 160 square metres, telephone, heating and full furni- 
ture. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Fourth Circle - Zahran Street. 

Please call tel. 644003, Amman between 2-7 p.m. 

Rent is annual. 




Furnished Flat For Rent 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, separate central heating, 
super-deluxe furniture. Area: 260m 2 . For annual rental. 
.Location (7th Circle, Abdullah Ghosheh Street). 

Call tel. (815706) 


FOR RENT 

A furnished villa at A! Fardous neighbourhood - 
Dabouq is available now for rent. 

Call 841735 



FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Situated in a quiet area. A fully furnished super deluxe flat, 19Cfc 
sqm. ground floor consists of two bedrooms, L-shaped 
salons/sitting and dining rooms including bar, spacious 
kitchen with all accessories, veranda could be used as a 
maid's room, TV/video/stereo set with all electrical appliances 
Including electrical shutters. Bar-B-Q, arass pitched garden 
piwate garage, separate telephone/water/electriclty and heat- 

“NO INTERMEDIARIES PLEASE” 

For more information please contact telephone numbers 

81485D, 823439 









World News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JULY 23-24, 1992 


Baker set 
to move 


.WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
,dent George Bush may soon get a 
little help from his friend James 
Baker with his flagging re-elec- 
tion campaign. 

Mr. Baker is poised to leave his 
•post as secretary of state some- 
time next month to return to the 
White House as Mr. Bosh’s chief 
policy adviser and campaign 
coordinator. White House offi- 
cials and Bush campaign aides 
said Tuesday. 

■ Republican sources expect Mr. 
■Baker to resign or take a leave of 
absence from the State Depart- 
ment to become a special coun- 

■ seller to Mr. Bush to chart an 
agenda for a second term. 

Mr. Baker, a long-time close 
friend of Mr. Bush who ran his 
198& presidential campaign, will 
/‘shape our agenda for the second 
.term and help Mr. Bush get his 
message across," a senior admi- 
nistration official said. 

^ -/‘Bush in his gut knows the* 
campaign is not going as it 
should," he said. 

. ■ A White House spokeswoman 
Tuesday night declined to con- 
firm or deny that Mr. Baker was 
jabout to change jobs. 

.• Both men spent a few days 
together last week on a- fishing 
trip at Mr. Baker's ranch in 
Wyoming and refused to rule out 
the possibility of a job switch for 
Mr. Baker. 

. Following last week's Demo- 
cratic national Convention and 
the decision by Texas billionaire 
Ross Perot not to seek the pres- 
idency, Mr. Clinton jumped 
ahead of Mr. Bush in the polls. 

A new Washington Post/ABC 
. News poll had Mr. Clinton lead- 
ing Mr. Bush by a 58-29 per cent 
margin, tbe largest recorded post- 
convention surge since 1964, 
when poll esters began tracking 
the popularity in the aftermath of 
conventions. 

Mr. Clinton and running mate 
A 1 Gore capitalised on their new 
popularity, drawing enthusiastic 
crowds at numerous stops on a 
1, 000-mi ie (1,600 km) road trip 
that began m New York and 
finishes in St Louis, Missouri. 
Wednesday. 

Their last foil day on the road 
ended with a late night rally 
Tuesday in Vandalia, Illinois, be- 
fore their bus caravan wheeled to 
its last stop. 

Crowds got bigger as the eight 
coaches rolled through New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, West Virginia, Indiana 
and Illinois since Friday, when 
the pair left New York City fresh 
from the convention that nomin- 
ated them. 

Mr. Clinton plans an overnight 
stop in the Arkansas capital of 
Little Rock Wednesday night and 
after that, it’s on to Texas and the 
west coast. 

On Tuesday Mr. Bush took a 
veiled swipe at Mr. Clinton and 
his wife, Hillary, saying the Nov. 

3 presidential election repre- 
sented a choice between “advo- 
cates of the liberal agenda” and 
his belief in traditional family 
values. B 

“They want public schools to 
hand out birth control pills and 
devices to teenage kids and they 
believe it's no business of the 
parents and that it's strictly -a 
matter between our children and 
the government,” Mr. Bush told 
a crowd outside the onion-domed 
Russian Orthodox Church in 
Garfeild, New Jersey. 

“They even encourage kids to 
hire lawyers and haul their pa- 
rents into court,” be added. 

Mrs. Clinton chaired the Chil- 
dren's Defence Fund, an advoca- 
cy group for children, and is 
longtime advocate of children's 
rights. . ... 

“The only way he (Bush), can 
win 'is to attack Clinton and make 
false charges,” Clinton spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said.. 
“The truth is. Republicans talk 
about family values but their poli- ; 
cres don't value families.” 

Earlier Tuesday the CSnton- 
Gore caravan rolled across Vice 
President Dan Quayle’s home 
sta'te Indiana, attacking Mr. 
Bush’s economic record and con- • 
trusting Mr. Quayje with Mr. 
Gore- 

: "My answer to you (Bush) is. 
this: This administration has the 
worst economic record since Her- 
bert Hoover,” Mr. Clinton said, 
referring to the Republican presi- 
dent blamed by many for pro- 
longing the great depression. 

Although a recent poll found 
that nearly half of registered voters 
surveyed thought that Mr. 
Quayle should be dumped from 
the Republican ticket, tbe White 
House said it would not happen. 

“He’ll be on the ticket,” White 
Honse spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter told Reuters Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Tuesday was die 
last day of work for most of Mr. 
Perot’s remaining staff, leaving 
only a handful of mournful aides 
to shot down what was once a 
poll-leading presidential cam- 
paign. 



Heavy fighting 
in Sarajevo, Gorazde 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina (AP) — U.N. peacekeepers 
near Sarajevo Airport came 
under fire early Wednesday, and 
defenders of the besieged town of 
Gorazde appealed to the world to 
bear tbe cries of the wounded. 

U.N. spokesman Mik Magnus- 
son told reporters the attack on 
the encampinent of about 350 
Canadian peacekeepers came at 
1:30 a.m. (2330 GMT) and lasted 
an hour and 15 minutes. In addi- 
tion to heavy small-arms fire, the 
camp took mortar hits, causing 
damage but no casualties, he 
said. 

Maj. Gen. Lewis MacKenzie, 
the U.N. commander in 
Sarajevo, said continued fighting 
could threaten the international 
aid effort. 

“The thread is getting very thin 
that's holding this together,” he 
told reporters. 

Artillery, anti-aircraft guns, 
mortars and small arms opened 
np in heavy fighting overnight in 
three suburbs near tbe airport — 
Dobrinja, Itidza and Butmir — as 


ing subsided in downtown 
Sarajevo after daybreak, bnt 
there was no word whether bat- 
tles were continuing in the sub- 
urbs. 

Relief flights to the embattled 
Bosnian capital — halted all day 
Monday and briefly Tuesday by 
fighting — were continuing. Be- 
tween 10 and 15 flights were 
scheduled Wednesday. 

Gorazde, a city in eastern Bos- 
nia that’s been under Serb siege 
for weeks, experienced one of the 
heaviest bombardments of the 
war, Croatian Radio reported. 
Over 500 tank shells and mortar 
rounds fell on the town in one 
hour, it said. 

Quoting first-aid officials 
there, Croatian Radio reported at 
least 50 dead and many wounded. 

On Tuesday, Bosnian defence 
officials asserted that 70 civilians 
had died in Gorazde over the 
previous 24 hours. 

Gorazde’s defenders appealed 
for international help. 

“Tbe town has been without 
water, electricity, food, medfi- 


well as near the city centre. Fight- . cmes or doctors for months,” said 


the appeal, carried by die official 
Bosnian News Agency, BH press. 

“Tbe Serb bombardment has 
resulted in huge numbers of dead 
who are being buried in the parks 
and gardens at night.” The mes- 
sage was addressed to Lord Car- 
rington. the European Commun- 
ity's chief negotiator on Yugosla- 
via; French Minister for Huma- 
nitarian Affairs Bernard Koudi- 
ner, and UNICEF. 

“The wounded are being oper- 
ated on without any anesthesia, 
in the open, using the most primi- 
tive instruments.” it said. “Their 
cries can be beard everywhere. 
Can you hear them too?” 

Tens of thousands of predomi- 
nantly Muslim refugees from the 
area are holed up with about 
20,000 inhab itants of the ethnical- 
ly mixed town some 50 kilometres 
(30 miles) east of Sarajevo. 

Gen. MacKenzie despaired at 
the continued fighting, raging* af- 
ter a ceasefire failed to take hold 
Sunday. 

“God protect us from cease- 
fires,” he said. “It seems whenev- 
er we have a ceasefire tbe level of 



A Bosnian 

fighting goes up.' 

At least 7,500 people have died 
since majority Muslims _ and 
Croats voted on Feb. 29 for inde- 
pendence. Some Bosnian officials 
speak of over 40,000 killed. Ab- 
out 1.3 million have fled the 
fighting. 

Bosnian Serbs, who want to 
retain links with Serb-dominated 
Yugoslavia, hold about two- 


a friend’s grave hi Sarajevo's militar y uakoiy 


thirds of Bosnian territory. 

Meanwhile, the presidents of 
war-battered Bosnia-Hcrzegovi- 
na and Croatia agreed late Tues- 
day to fight together. 

Tbe agreement was the first 
signed document formalising the 
often shaky affiance of Croats and 
Muslims that emerged in Bosnia 
when the two ethnic groups voted 
for independence. 


Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman and his Bosnian counter- 
part Alija Izetbegovic signed the 
accord in the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb. Together, they urged the 
United ( Nations, the United 
States and the European Com- 
munity "to undertake real and 
effective measures to... stop the 
aggression” against Bosnia and 
Croatia. 


Russia, Moldova move towards 
settlement of conflict over Dnestr 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian and 
Moldovan leaders have opened 
the way to a settlement of the 
conflict in Moldova, agreeing to a 
peacekeeping force and assuring 
rebel Slavs they will not be forced 
into union with Romania. 

The Russian-Moldovan move 
built on the apparent success of a 
Russian -Georgian peacekeeping 
force enforcing a ceasefire in the 
rebel Georgian region of South 
Cssetia. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin and Moldova's Mircea Snegur 
signed an agreement in the Krem- 
lin Tuesday for the dispatch of a 
joint force to patrol the rebel 
Dnestr district, where hundreds 
have been killed in five months of 
fighting. 

Radio Russia said the Dnestr 
and Moldovan forces undertook 
to stop fighting immediately and 
withdraw forces from tbe combat 
zone within seven days. 

Moldova accepted that the 
Slav-dominated “Dnestr repub- 
lic” could “decide its own future” 
in the event of any charge in 
Moldovan statehood — a refer- 
ence to Dnestr fears Moldova 
might unite with ethnic km m ■ 
Romania. 

The fears lie at the root of the 


Dnestr rebellion. 

Four people bad been killed in 
24 hours by landmines in the 
Georgian region of South Osse- 
tia, which has been fighting for 
union with the Russian- 
controlled region of North Osse- 
tia. 

The peace is still fragile. 

Success of the South Ossetian 
operation, followed by peace in 
Dnestr could raise hopes of set- 
tlement of the bloodiest conflict 
in the former Soviet Union — 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

More than £000 people have 
been killed in the largely 
Armenian-endave which is fight- 
ing for independence from .Azer- 
baijan. 

Azeri jet shot down 

Armenian forces in Nagorno- 
Karabakh have shot down an 
Azeri Sukhoi-25 fighter-bomber, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said 
Wednesday. 

It quoted local officials in 
■Nagorno-Karabakh as saying 
their forces brought down the 
plane Tuesday evening with a 
heat-seeking missilb after it 
bombed a village in the enclave's 
. northern Mardakert region . 

The officials said their forces 


had retaken 11 villages in the 
Mardakert region over the last 
three days. Azerbaijan, whose 
forces were driven out of the 
enclave in May, last month laun- 
ched a major counter-attack. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported one person was killed in 
an overnight attack on a Russian 
military encampment in Yerevan, 
the Armenian capital. Russian 
troops retaliated, lolling one un- 
identified attacker and capturing 
two more, it said. 

TASS also quoted Armenian 
officials as saying at least nine 
people had died and 30 had been 
injured after Armenian forces 
launched a new attack on the 
Karabakh region of Mardakert. 

Mardakert is in the north of 
Karabakh, located within Azer- 
baijan but populated by Arme- 
nians. 

Russian Television said the 
Armenian troops were trying to 
regain control of Mardakert in a 
new offensive in the bloody battle 
for control of the enclave. 

Azerbaijan’s Turan News 
Agency said tanks and artillery 
were used in the latest assault, 
which brought the Armenian 
troops 10 km inside Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 


Panel urges new U.S. foreign policy 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Lead- 
ing members of the U.S. Interna- 
tional Affairs Establishment have 
recommended a post-cold war 
foreign policy to the presidential 
candidates. The top priority: To 
reform America. 

‘To advance our interests 
abroad we must get our own 
house in order,” said a report 
a panel of former U.S. offiti 
and legislators. 

While rebuilding the economy 
and social structure at home, the 
United States must continue to 
exercise international leadership 
and avoid isolationism, foe report 
said. 

But America’s leadership in 
the world must be of a new kind: 
Mobilising collective action in- 
stead of going it alone. 

‘We need to act more as 
catalyst than commander,” thd 
report said. 

It said one of the ironies of the 
cold war is that tbe winner, tbe 
United States, ended up weaker 
than before. 

‘Few great goals can be 
reached without America, but 
America can no longer reach 
many of them alone," it said. 

The panel agreed with Presi- 
dent George Bush and Democra- 
tic candidate Bill Clinton that the 


United States, despite the end of 
the cold war and defence cuts, 
most remain the world’s strongest 
military power to deal with “a 
violent and uncertain world.” 

To promote international 
security cooperation, Japan and 
Germany should be added to the 
current five permanent members 
of tbe U.N. Security Council, the 
report said. 

The National Commission on 
America and tbe New World 
included 21 former ambassadors, 
military leaders, government offi- 
cials, legislators, businessmen 
and academics. It was headed by 
Winston Lord, former ambassa- 
dor to China and president of the 
Council on Foreign Relations and 
sponsored by the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace. 

Their report called for reviving 
the U.S. economy by* stressing 
investment over consumption. . 
Recognising the political prob- 
lems with spending austerity, it 
said, “our leaders will have to put . 
the national interest ahead of 
their own careers” and accept the 
difficult task of selling painful 
cures. 

One tough pill prescribed was a 
drastic tax ou petroleum products 
including a tax of up to SI a 


gallon oh gasoline. Higher energy 
prices would force greater energy 
efficiency and less damage to the 
environment, and less depend- 
ence on imported fuel, tbe report 
said. 

The income, along with funds 
freed by a major cut in defence 
spending and reduction of U.S. 
troops stationed abroad, would 
be used to reduce the deficit and 
rebuild America’s educational 
system and infrastructure. 

Mr. Lord said tbe report was 
designed to be promoted in 
schools and other forums for 
several years. But its release was 
timed to provoke discussion in 
the presidential campaign. 

*Tm distressed at the lack of 
discussion of foreign policy in tbe 
campaign ” he said. 

He pointed to a conclusion of 
the report that foreign policy 
“can raise for lower tbe cost of 
your home mortgage, create a 
new job or cause yon to lose tbe 
one you’ve got." 

Tbe report's top priority was in 
tune with Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Clinton. The Democratic 
nominee told bis convention, 
“now that we’ve changed the 
world, it’s time to change Amer- 
ica.” Mr. Bush said Mr. Clinton 
stole this theme from him. 


WORLD NEWS IN BREUF 


Rome backs police chief under attack 

ROME (R) — Italy's embattled police chief offered to resign over 
the car bomb murder of an anti-mafia judge and bis five 
bodyguards but the government backed him Wednesday and 
urged him to stay on. Parliament was moving swiftly to convert 
into a law an emergency decree giving police sweeping powers, to 
fight the mafia, including searches ’without .warrants. An Interior . 
Ministry statement said the government had “full confidence” in 
Police Commissioner Vincenzo Paris, tbe main target of criticism 
that Sunday’s car bomb attack that killed Judge Paolo Borseflino 
could have been prevented. Tbe statement said the commissioner 
had offered his resignation several times since the blast, although 
he himself told Italian Radio he would not resign. According to 
the statement, Mr. Parisi last offered to resign Tuesday night, 
hours after he returned to Rome from the funeral for tbe five 
bodyguards where he was bundled out of Palermo cathedral to 
avoid demonstrators. 

‘Star Wars’ laser weapon cancelled 

NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. Energy Department cancelled the 
final scheduled test of the nuclear powered X-ray laser last week, 
dosing another chapter in the weapon programme’s slow demise, 
the New York Times said. It said Energy Secretory James 
Watkins cancelled the classified test in line with the Bush 
administration’s new policy of limiting mid ear testing to impro- 
ving the safety and reliability of existing weapons. Tens of 
millions of dollars had been spent on tbe test, which had been 
planned for years and -was preceded by several preliminary tests, 
tbe Times said. The X-ray laser was proposed by scientists at the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California and was 
designed to be launched into space in the event of a Soviet missile 
attack. 

Foreign arms sales down worldwide 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The major weapons suppliers around 
the world sold 40 per cent fewer weapons to the Third World last 
year, a congressional report said. The United States b still selling 
more than any other country but after record arms sales in 1990, 
the value of U.S. - "ms transfers dropped 22 per cent, said the 
congressional resea. service report. Sales by China and France 
were reported down bo and 87 per cent respectively as the end of 
the arid war, the aftermath of the Gulf War and title breakup of 
the Soviet Union dramatically altered world arms markets. Tbe 
now-defrmet Soviet Union had a 55 per cent decline in arms sales 
to tbe Third World last year but continued to rank second, tbe 
report said. Tbe report defines the Third World as all countries 
except the United States, Europe, die former Soviet Union, 
Canada, Japan, Australia and New Zealand. 

Yeltsin warns about corruption 

MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin has attacked Russia's 
Ministry of Defence, ordering it to damp' down on corruption and 
stop the sale of army property. Mr. Yeltsin’s press aide 
Vyacheslav Kostikov said the president told a meeting of regional 
military chiefs in the Kremlin that he criticised tbe ministry in 
“sharp terms.” Mr. Kostikov hinted some officials could be 
removed, but did not elaborate. “Is die Ministry of Defence 
capable of establishing order in its finances?” he quoted Mr. 
Yeltsin as-asking during the 90-minute meeting. Mr. Yeltsin has 
said several times in the Last month that Russia need not fear a 
coup by the military. But the president is keenly aware that 
discontent is high over poor living conditions, cqrruption and 
imminent cutbacks in the army. 

Killer executed in Florida 

STARKE, Florida (AP) — A triple killer who missed an earlier 
execution date by just two hours was put to death in Florida’s 
electric chair after asking the father of one of his victims for 
forgiveness. Edward Dean Kennedy, described by a religious 
adviser as being at peace with himself, was led into tbe gray 
execution chamber shortly before 7 a.m. (1100 GMT). Prison 
superintendent Everett Perrin nodded to tbe black-hooded 
anonymous executioner and 2,000 volts of electricity was sent 
through Kennedy’s body. - * 


Scientists baffled by AIDS-like illness in those uninfected with virus 


AMSTERDAM, Netherlands 
(Agencies) — Doctors are baffled 
% a strange outbreak that looks 
tike AIDS and kffls like AIDS but 
isn’t caused by any known form 
of the AIDS virus. 

In fact, they cannot agree 
whether they are dealing with an 
entirely new illness, an unrecog- 
nised old one or ordinary AIDS 
that is caused by some mutant 
form of the AIDS virus. 
Even*whether the cases seen so 

far are a cause for alarm is un- 
clear. . 

“People should be thoughtfully 
concerned, but they shouldn’t 
panic," advised Dr. June Osborn, 
head of the U.S. National Com- 
mission on AIDS. 

In victims of the disease, levels 
of protective white blood cells 
called T cells drop pretipitiously, 
just as they do in AIDS patients. 
And like people with AIDS, they 
develop overwhelming infections 


from usually harmless germs. 

Doctors comparing notes Tues- 
day at the eighth international 
conference on AIDS said they 
■ have seen at least two dozen cases 
‘of the disease. 

Some, such as James Curran, 
head of AIDS work at the U.S. 
Centres for Disease Control 
(CDC) in Atlanta, questioned 
whether the cases are caused by a 
microbe or are even connected to 
each other in any way. 

Dr. Curran contends that be- 
cause the disease is apparently 
not caused by HIV, the AIDS 
virus, then it’s not AIDS. 

“It’s easy to slip into an AIDS 
mentality. We are at an AIDS 
conference. But this is not 
AIDS,” he said. 

However, Dr. Luc Montagmer 
of the Pasteur Institute in Paris, a 
co-discoverer of the AIDS virus, 
said he has seen two cases of tbe 
mystery illness and believes they. 


are caused by a mutant form of 
HIV. 

Doctors and blood banks 
routinely screen for AIDS by 
checking blood for antibodies 
that the body makes to combat 
tbe virus. Dr. Montagmer said 
that while the patients be saw had 
no AIDS antibodies in their 
blood, he could find <he anti- 
bodies in their urine. 

He speculated that their dis- 
ease was caused by a mutant form 
of the AIDS virus that perhaps 
had changed its outer slrin so it 
looked different to tbe body’s 
immune surveillance system. 

No matter what the disease is, 
it’s uncommon, Dr. Curran said. 
During di e past two to three 
years, the CDC has learned of six 
cases of the illness. Over that 
same time, about 100,000 cases of 
■AIDS were reported in the Un- 
ited States. 


However, during the course of 
one session at the AIDS meeting, 
the known number of cases dou- 
bled, as scientists rose from tire 
floor to describe cass they had 
seen. More are sure of come to 
light, especially since Dr. Curran 
is urging doctors to in f or m tbe 
CDC of any they find. 

“It’s apparently rare, but we 
.are not sure just how rare,” said 
Dr- Anthony Fauci, bead of U.S. ' 
Federal AIDS Research. 

Researchers speculated that 
me cases seen so far could result 
from blood cancer, a contagious 
organism or something in the 
environment, among other 
things. 


Researchers said that many, 
but not all, of the victims have 
been homosexual men and others 
who are at high risk of AIDS. 

If the illness turns out to be 
caQ scd by some undetectable 


form of the AIDS virus, it could 
complicate the job of keeping 
blood safe for tran sfusi ons. 

However, Dr. James Allen, 
who coordinates AIDS program- 
mes at tiie U.S. Public Health 
Service, said there is no reason to 
fear that the Mood supply is 
contaminated. 

“People should not be afraid to 
get a transfusion if they need it,” 
Dr. Allen said. ‘The Mood supp- 
ly has never been safer.” 

Meanwhile, British sdentists 
said Tuesday they had discovered 
a compound that is 3,000 times 
more active and has fewer side 
'effects than the leading AIDS’ 
drug AZT. 

The compound is particularly 
effective in areas where AZT & 
weak and could signal a major 
advance in treating many people 
with the AIDS virus, said Christ- 
opher McGuigan oCSoutfaampton 
University, 


Mutinous 
ship taxes 
Ukraine’s 
ties with 
Russia 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine said 
Wednesday it amid not condone 
Tuesday’s mutiny of a drip which 
defied Commonwealth control 
and fled to a Ukrainian port, but 
masted the crew had been pro- 
voked into tbe action. 

The ship stood at anchor off 
Odessa, defiantly flying the 
Ukrainian flag, having run down 
the old Soviet navy ensign. 
Ukrainian Navy chief Rear- 
Admiral Boris Kozhin boarded 
for talks and told journalists the 
'vessel could stay in- port. 

The row over Escort Ship 
Number 815, a small coastguard 
vessel which fled the Common- 
weaftfa-confroUed port of Donuz- 
lav Tuesday without orders, 
threatens to undermine Russian- 
Ukrainian talks over a division of 
the Black Sea Fleet 

Ukrainian and Russian leaders 
Leonid Kravchuk and Boris Yelt- 
sin declared at a meeting last 
month they would not take any 
unilateral action over the dis- 
puted fleet before formal agree- 
ment on its division. 

Mr.- Yeltsin, apparently react-' 
ing to the mutiny, said during a 
tour Of southern Russia, he would 
have to meet Mr. Kravchuk again 
to discuss the fleet issue. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said passkms among sailors loyal 
40 the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS) in Sevasto- 
pol, base port of the Black Sea 
Fleet, had roadbed boiling point 
over tbe mutiny. 

It quoted unnamed Common- 
wealth naval officials as saying 
such actions could lead to aimed 
conflicts. 

Ukrainian officials, wary the 
mutiny could stir anti-Rusaan 
feeling, sought . to play down the 
incident. Dozens of members of 
the Rukh militant nationalist 
movement gathered at the 
quayside Tuesday evening cheer- ' 
ing the crew and opening cham- 
pagne bottles. 

“We do not support this action, 
but we have understanding for 
the circumstances of the crew,” a 
spokesman for the Ukr ainian 
armed forces said in the capital 
Kiev. 

The Ukrainian spo kesman said 
crew members of the 815 had 
complained of humiliating treat- 
ment by Commonwealth com- 
manders.. 

They said they had been ban- 
ned from reading Ukrainian-&n- 
guage newspapers, mtmudated 
after taking an oath to Ujoaine 
and their families deprived' of 
soda! services. 



U.S. Judge rules 
life begins at 
conception 

WICHITA, Kansas (AP) — A 
gtate. judge has freed an abortion 
opponent convicted of criminal 
trespassing at an abortion clinic, 
agreeing with her that life begins 
at conception and that she was 
trying to prevent a greater harm. 
However, tbe judge said the rul- 
ing applied only to the case be- 
fore him and not to tbe hundreds 
of other abortion foes arrested in 
Wichita demonstrations last sum- 
mer. Sedgwick County District 
Judge Paul W. Clark accepted 
Elizabeth Ann TUson’s argument 
that she was justified in attemp- 
ting to blockade a Wichita abor- 
tion clini c last summer because 
she believed humans were being 
murdered there. Tbe legal doc- 
trine Ms. Tilson’s lawyers argued 
is called the “justification de- 
fence.” They said she should be 
acquitted of criminal trespassing 
because the act she committed 
was an attempt to stop violation 
of a greater law — murder. “She 
sees through her heart. Her inner 
voice teila her that tbe premature 
termination of pregnancy by sur- 
gical procedure terminates life,” 
tbe judge wrote. “By intuition, 
she maintains that it can also 
cause great psychological harm to 
‘the woman, the father of the 
baby, the grandparents and 
brothers and sisters involved.”’ 


Hotel queen to be 
allowed to visit 
ailing husband 


NEW YORK (AP) — Hotel 
Queen Leona Hebrr-lfy got half a 
day away from federal prison 
Tuesday to be with her husband 
'while he underwent emergency 
• surgery. Mrs. Helmsley was be- 
side her husband, Hany, 83, in 
the recovery room after his 
surgery at New York hospital, 
said her spokesman, Howard 
Rubenstein. “Shi? was very 
thankful that prison authorities 
allowed her to attend. He has no 
other relatives and be was usffer- 
ing a great deal,” Mr. Rubenstein 
said. Mr. Rubenstein said Heim- 
sley underwent surgery to have a 
shunt in his brain adjusted to 
relieve a build-up of Raid. His 
condition and prognosis were not 
available immediately. Mrs. 
Helmsley, 72, has been impris- 
oned since April on a four-year 
sentence for tax evasion and 
fraud. 


Ballet master 
charged In assault 
on ballerina wife 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, New 
York (API — Peter Martins, 
head of tbe New York City Ballet, 
faces assault charges filed by his wife 
of seven months, ballerina Darri 
Kistler, officials s^kL Mr. Mar- 
tins, 45, was scheduled, for a 
bearing in Saratoga City Court on 
July 28. Ann Hagmari, a spokes- 
"woman for the ballet company, 
said the group bad no comment 
but might issue a statement on 
Mr. Martins’ behalf later. Mr. 
Martins was arrested Sunday af- 
ter his wife summoned police 
following an alleged altercation at 
their rental borne in Saratoga 
Springs. The nearby Saratoga 
Performing Arts Centre is the 
summer home of the New York 
City Ballet. Ms. Kistler, 28, a 
principal dancer in the company, 
said in a police affidavit that the 
couple argued when she told Mr. 
Martins she wanted to talk about 
“problems in. .our relationship-” 1 
He said he wanted to deep and 
when Ms. Kistler persisted, she 
said, he pushed her to the floor 
and began slapping her. She told 
police be threw her into another 
room7 causing her to bit her bead 
and cut an ankle. Ms. Kistler then 
called police, who said she bad 
bruises and cuts but refused 
medical treatment. 
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Home delivery 

The Jordan Times and Its sister Arabic daily Al Ra'i 
are offering a new home delivery service to different 
parts of the capital, starting first with the areas of 
Shmeisani, AbdoOn and Umm Utheina. 

Those who are interested in having their newspap- 
ers delivered to their homes in the morning should 
contact toe' Dis&ibution Department Mr. Samih Abu 
Hanteh, Extn. 247, at the Jordan Press Foundation 
between 10:00 a.m., and 2:00 p.m. Full information 
including names, addresses and telephone numbers 
will be needed before toe delivery service is provided. 







